... to gain public trust
for forest management
treatments, managers
will need to consider
the visual impact of
their activities.
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Can We See the Forest
for the Trees?

Gordon Bradley and cooperators
at the Capitol State Forest have been
examining visual preferences for different
forest treatments. Essentially, the research
asks: what kinds of forest treatments do
different groups of people prefer, and
what qualities about those treatments
influence their perceptions? The basic
method is to show people images of forest
treatments — either photographs or more
recently, computer-generated images—and
ask them to rate scenes on a preference
scale. Previous research indicated that
the greener the treatment, the higher the
preference. Differences in groups of people
were also evident, with foresters having
a higher preference than all other groups
(environmentalists, educators, and the
general public) for more actively-managed
treatments such as patch cuts and clearcuts.
The implication for these findings is that
to gain public trust for forest management
treatments, managers will need to consider
the visual impact of their activities.
This research provides managers with
information about forest treatments that
are not visually unpleasant. In many cases,
a forest that is aesthetically pleasing also
provides benefits for other values such as

fish and wildlife habitat, and clean water.

Gordon Bradley gives an outdoor presentation
on visual preferences research.

New Methods for
Visualization

This research has been ongoing, and
currently Bradley has completed four
rounds of surveys including a new survey
using computer images from the program
Envision. This latter survey is in cooperation
with Bob McGaughey, the creator of
Envision. Because of the need to control
for external conditions like light, time of
day, and vantage point and because the
range of forest conditions through greenup
is not always fully represented in real
forests, Bradley and McGaughey teamed
up to create a fuller spectrum to use in the
surveys. “When I give presentations about

the Capitol Forest work,” says Bradley, “I
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