
LANIUS V5: North American Bird Reference Book 
 
Manufactured by LANIUS Software, Version 5.0 of the of the North American Bird Reference Book is 
the bird lover's ULTIMATE information source. This multimedia software application was developed for 
all bird enthusiasts, ranging from the novice bird-watcher to the seasoned ornithologist. See the list below 
for many of the most important features included with the North American Bird Reference Book: 

• Detailed species accounts for over 900 North American birds, providing a description of each 
bird's habitat, identifying field marks, distributional range, size, feeding habits, and a summary of 
its reproductive biology. 

• An Easy-To-Use, Intuitive Interface. 
• A full-featured multimedia application, including over 625 detailed range maps. In addition, 851 

high-resolution photographs, and 415 songs or call notes for many of the bird species found in 
North America are also provided. 

• Compare Photographs: The program now features the ability to compare the photo of one bird 
with that of another on the same screen, allowing you to improve your identification skills. 

• Create Custom Queries containing only the birds you are interested in; then use these queries as 
the source for quizzes that you give yourself to improve your ability to identify the birds. 

• The Identification Matrix - identify a bird simply by specifying the field marks you saw (e.g., 
size of bird, color of feathers, length of bill, etc.). 

• LANIUS Software's Internet Browser - access to 100 Internet web sites related to birds and bird 
watching. 

• Try your luck with the Random Bird Sighting and Random Bird Song quizzes. 
• Close to 20 Essays on Birds and Ornithology. 
• 700 LANIUS Software Secrets -- identification hints or trivia about the birds of North America! 
• The management status and the Breeding Bird Survey population trend index is listed for each 

species. 
• An optional bird listing (Life List) utility called LANIUS Excalibur is also produced by LANIUS 

Software. Although it is sold separately, it is designed to run seamlessly alongside the North 
American Bird Reference Book. LANIUS Excalibur contains the names of all the birds known to 
exist in the world. 

 
Following are several screen captures from the program: 
 



Intuitive look and feel provides a user-friendly interface that makes it easier than ever to locate the species you are interested in while using the North American 
Bird Reference Book: you can choose between using the permanent list box on the left-hand side of the screen or pressing the FIND RECORD button and 
typing the first few letters of a bird’s name to find any species of interest! 
 

 



Using the Identification Matrix.  This feature may be helpful if you recently saw a bird but had no idea what the name of the bird was.  When  using the 
Identification Matrix, you can intuitively describe the bird you saw by choosing such field marks as the different feather colors that you saw, the size of the bird, 
the length of its bill, and a number of other criteria.  Once you have made your selections, press VIEW SELECTED SPECIES to generate the query and return 
to the Reference Book, where you can now browse the species accounts for all birds that match the specific criteria that you specified.  Before you generate the 
query, you can see how many possible species match the criteria you have chosen by pressing COUNT QUERY HITS.  To clear current query settings, press 
CLEAR QUERY; and to exit the form without generating a new query, simply press EXIT FORM. 
 

 
 



Multimedia!  Show a bird’s range map or one or more photographs simply by clicking on the thumbnail map or image icons on the main Reference Book screen.  
When this is done, the range map or photograph is enlarged and launched within the Inflight Field Viewer (see below).  Using the InFlight Field Viewer, you 
can view up to five photographs or a bird and/or play the song of a bird while the photographs are showing.  The North American Bird Reference Book thus 
provides a great learning and identification tool. 
 

 
 



LINKS 
 
Home Page: http://www.onmymountain.com/ 
Product (Order) Page: http://www.onmymountain.com/store/show_product/?product_id=2038396 
New Features Page(s): 
 http://www.onmymountain.com/v5/ 
 http://www.onmymountain.com/v52/ 
 


