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BIRDS

International Migratory Bird Day
Saturday, May 9,1997

Saturday, May 9
little Pend Oreille National Wildlife Refuge*
Trail Difficulty Rating: Easiest

Start your day with the birds and
LittlePend OreilleNational
Wildlife Refuge staffona  #
25 milewalk at Lake
McDowell. We should f£
see Canada geese g
broods, osprey, eagles, &
hooded mergansers,
painted turtles and
beavers. We may hear ¥
warblers and vireos. Meet at 7 a.m. at the Refuge
headquarters (from Colville, go east on Highway 20
for 6 miles, turn right onto Artman-Gibson Road, after
1.7miles, tum left onto Kitt-Narcisse Road and follow
it2.2milesto a“¥Y™ in the dirt road, take the right fork
onto Bear Creek and drive 3.3miles). *Spaceis
limited. Topreregister call (509) 684-8384.

Sunday, May 10:
Big Meadow Lake Wildflower and Bird Walk
Trail Difficulty Rating: Easiest

Mothers and others! Pack your binoculars and lunch
to celebrate migratory birds and spring wildflowers on
Mother’s Day. Wildlife biologists Sandy Mosconi
and ScottPrice will lead a three-miletrail hike along
the lake and wetland. Meet at the Colville Ranger
Districtat 8 a.m. to carpool. Campersat Big Meadow
Lake can meet about9:30 a.m. at the viewing platform.
For more informationcall the Colville Ranger Station
at (509)684-7000.

Saturday, May 16:
Elk Creek Trail Bird Walk*
Trail Difficulty Rating: More Difficult

Mike Borysewicz, wildlife biologist, will host an
interpretivehike up the EIk Creek Trail to celebrate
International Migratory Bird Day. Gather atthe Mill
Pond Historic Site for the 8a.m. two-mile walk through
open brush fields burned for elk winter range
improvementin 1988. The walk includes shady forest
stretches, a spectacular cascading waterfall on Elk
Creekand views of Mill Pond below. Most birds in a
forested setting are difficultto see, so we’ll identify
them by their calls and songs, such as the tin trumpet
sound of red-breasted nuthatches and cat-like
mewing of rufous-sided towhees. Also expectto see
or hear, chickadees, sparrows, vireos, tanagers,
bluebirds, woodpeckersand many more. *The
number of people on the walk is limited. To signup,
call the Sullivan Lake Ranger Stationat (509)446-7500.

Saturday, May 16:
Canyon Creek Trail Bird Walk*
Trail Difficulty Rating: Easiest

Join birder Connie Smith and forest ecologist Jay
Berube in celebrating International Migratory Bird
Day with atwo-mile roundtripwalk along Sherman
Creek. The springbird migration in streamsideareas
includes warblers and song sparrows with chickadees
and nuthatches in the lodgepole pines. Birds in a
forested setting can be bard to see (bring your
binoculars), so we will identify birds by their calls

and location in the vegetation. *Thewalk is limitedto
15 people. Meet at the Log Flume Trail parking lot on
ShermanHighway 20 (about 8 mileswest of Kettle
Falls) at 7:30 a.m. For more informationor to sign up
for the bike, call the Forest Supervisor’sOffice

ak (5093 684-7000.

The NatureWatch program is a
cooperative effort of federal, state
and private partners to foster the
conservation of wildlife, fish,
wildflowers, and their habitats.

Celebrating Wildflowers promotes
the importance of conservation
and management of native plants
and their habitats by emphasizing
their aesthetic, recreational,
biological, medicinal and
economic values.

International Migratory bird Day is
a project df Partners in Flight/Aves
de las Americas, a coalition of
government and nongovernment
organizations and private industry,
all working together to prevent
further declines of migratory birds.

Fishing festivals are a partnership
between the USDA Forest Service
and local and national sponsors to
introduce children to the
enjoyment of fishing.

Warning: Some of the trails are
long and steep. The trails are rated
easiest, more difficult and most
difficult. Hiking boots or sturdy
shoes, drinking water and lunches
are recommended for all the walks
and hikes. Binoculars and cameras
are also recommended. Dress for
variable weather, bring raingear
and, if you must drive to the
trailhead, make sure you have a
full tank of gas.

This NatureWatch brochure is
printed in cooperation with the
Northeast Chapter of the
Washington Native Plant Society,
Ken Swedberg (509) 235-4979.

The policy of the United States Department of
Agriculture Forest Service prohibits discrimination On
the basis of race, color, national origin, age, religion,
sex, disability, familial status or political affiliation.
Persons believing they have been discriminated
against in any Forest Service related activity should
write to the Chief, Forest Service, USDA Washington,
DC 20250.



WALKS

Friday, July 10:
Frater Lake by Moonlight
Trail Difficulty Rating: Easiest

See things in a different light. This family-oriented
activity will introduce you to the natural history of the
area in a fun, informal setting. ' Prepare yourself for an
evening of exploration, wonder and discovery under
the moonlit sky. Bring a flashlight, dress in layers of
clothing and wear comfortable shoes for one mile of
trail walking. Meet at the Frater Lake parking area on
State Highway 20 (30 miles east of Colville and 6
miles west of the junction with Highway 31) at 8 p.m.
For more information, contact Penny Miller at the
Colville Ranger Station at (509) 684-7000.

Saturday, September 26:
Creatures of the Night
Trail Difficulty Rating: Easiest

Whoo, hoo-00, hoo, hoo. Great-hormed owls aren’t
the only creatures active in the forest at night. To
learn more, join wildlife biologists Jeff Bohler and
Sandy Lembcke for an evening interpretive presenta-
tion on owls and other nocturnal creatures. We’ll
bring equipment used to locate owls and demonstrate
survey techniques at several stations along the Swan
Lake trail. Bring a flashlight or head lamp and meet at
the Swan Lake Campground kitchen at 8 p.m. Swan
Lake is located approximately 15 miles southwest of
Republic at the end of the Scatter Creck Road. For
more information call the Republic Ranger Station at
(509) 775-3305.




FORESTS

Saturday, June2 0
Walk Around Brown's Lake
Trail Difficulty Rating: More Difficult

Join ecologist Teresa Catlinin a walk around 84-acre
Brown's Lake through cool, moist cedar forests and
open, drierhillsides. The walk will start with a mile of
moderate-to-moredifficulttrail and finish with a mile
of more difficult off-trail hiking the rest of the way
around the lake. Meet at the Newport Ranger Station
at 9a.m. to carpoolto the lake. Or, meet at the boat
launch parking area at the Brown's Lake day use area
at 10a.m. Bringa lunchand drinking water. For more
informationcall the Newport Ranger Stationat (509)
447-7300.

Saturday, June 27:
Abercrombie Mountain
Trail Difficulty Rating: Most Difficult

Climb 3,218 feetin 3 milesto the highestpoint in
Stevens County, Abercrombie Mountain (7,308 feet
high), with botanist Kathy Ahlenslager. The trail
switchbacks under a mixed evergreen forest, then
breaks out on a ridge of beargrass with panoramic
views of the Pend Oreille and ColumbiaRiver valleys
and the Kettle Crest. §ring water, lunch, raingear and

iThead on the west side of the
mountain. For inft ion call the Forest

Supervigor’s Office

Saturday, July 2
Columbia Log
Trail Difficul

Celebrate Indé
Sandy Lembke
the t0p of Colu
sively during the 1930s and
“the Kettle Range and the

FLOWERS

Saturday, May 9:
Elk Creek Trail Wil
Trail Difficulty Rating: More Difficult

ertram for views of Mili
Pond, an elk spring gr; -area, a gushing waterfall
and a wildflower meadgw 6rrthis delightfultwo-mile-
long loop trail. Meet'a ﬂ%ﬁiﬂk Creek Trailhead within
the Mill Pond Histori¢ ite‘about 5 miles east of
MetalineFalls on County Road 9345 at 10 a.m. Bring
a lunch and enjoy spectaeular views frnm the meadow
at the halfway point. Fog ﬁ;re information call the
Sullivan Lake Ranger Station, (509) 446-7500.

Join wildlife biologi

|
Saturday, ]uneﬁ EZ NN
Swan Lake Wildflowef"_Walk "; Iy
Trml~ llfflcultye atir 4

about 15 miles southw‘ s:f of Repubhc at the end of
the Scatter Creek Roadz }Eor ‘more information call the
Repubhc Ranger Stauon at_QSOQ) 775-3305.

Sunday, ]u
ildflower Walk
ing: More Difficult

BotanistKirk Larson Wlll lead & hike to celebrate
wildflowers in thig bemmful canyon. A wide variety
of wildflowers and; sp@tacular views of Trout Lake
and Emerald Lake w | be seer along the trail. Hike to
an overlook near th&kiélfwag point of the trail just
past Emerald Lake an@ then return back to Trout Lake.
Roundtrip is about 5 17 11@ Meet at the Kettle Falls
Ranger District Offi Kettle Falls at 9 a.m. to setup
carpools. Call the I Falls Ran ger Station at (509)
738-6111for more

Saturday, July 11:
Hall Mountain Wildflower Walk *
Trail Difficulty Rating: More Difficult

Biologist Tim Bertram will celebrate wildflowerswith a
hike to the top of Hall Mountain to look at forested
and non-forested plant communities. Bighorn sheep
may also be observed. We will meet at the Sullivan
Lake Ranger Station (about 7 miles east of Metaline
Falls, Washington) at 9 a.m. and carpool to the
trailhead. Plan on hiking about4 milesroundtrip.
Lunch will be at the top at the site of an old fire
lookout. *Spaceis limited to 20, call the SullivanLake
Ranger Station at (509)446-7500 for reservations.

For information
about what's
blooming, call
Colville National
Forest botanist
Kathy Ahlenslager
at (509) 684-7178.





