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here Are The Salmon Coing? %

On the Copper River Delta one has a unique opportunity to view the Five Species of Salmon
intricate life eveles of the Macific salmon, Salmon are anadromous fish, l:ound o8 'h:‘Dd"
. King salmon « Chisook

which means they live their adult lives in the ocean and return to Rad salemon = Sackeye
freshwater to spawn. Sihver wamon = Cabwo
Piek wlmeon » Hursgry

Chum saleson = Dog
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Adule salmon migrate back to their natal streams to spawn, With her

wil, the female salmon digs a nest in the gravel called a redd. She

deposits eggs in the redd and the male ferrilizes the eggs. The cges

develop throughout the winter and hatch into alevins. As the alevins

absorb the egg yolks they become fry and swim up through the gravel

to begin their lives in the stream. Afier spending up to three years in S b
freshwater, the fry go through physical changes and become smolts. Ak,
Then the smolts migrate to the ocean to matre into adults.

Even in dcath salmon provide lifec...

Although the salmon dic after spawning, their carcasses
continue to play an important role in the ecosystem. The
decomposing salmon provide food for aquatic insects and
other animals. The carcasses also serve as a nutrient source

for the developing juvenile salmon.
....and the cycle begins again




