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Richland Creek Recreation Area Remains Closed
RUSSELLVILLE—While many recreation areas on the Ozark National Forest have reopened following the ice storm that impacted the forest last month, the Richland Creek Recreation Area, located on the Big Piney Ranger District of the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests, will remain closed until further notice due to public safety concerns.  Richland Creek is one of the more popular campsites during the spring due to the hiking areas and scenic views.
According to District Ranger Lew Purcell, “Searcy County Road 1 (FS 1205) north from Ben Hur was closed due to a mudslide caused by the spring storms in 2008. The mudslide, which totals 30+ acres, occurred about a mile south of the campground, not in the camping area itself.”  The slide was on the uphill side of Searcy County Road 1 (FS 1205) and ended up closing the road for 300+ feet due to the debris flow on the road. 
Searcy County Road 1 (FS 1205) which parallels Falling Water Creek is the primary access to the campground from the south.  Because of the instability of the slide area, public safety is a concern; therefore, the Searcy County Judge Johnny Hinchey and District Ranger Purcell jointly decided to close access from the north. 

“The U.S. Forest Service has received written confirmation from the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) that they will fund the design and actual repair of the damages to the road that were caused by the mudslide,” stated Ron Klouzek, Staff Officer for Engineering for the forest.  FHWA has completed the preliminary assessment of the slide area, is currently working on a design to solve the problem which they expect to have completed in April at the earliest.   Work is expected to be completed after a contract get advertised and awarded sometime later this year.
The forest is continuing to work on a long-term rehabilitation plan for the campground and section of the OHT that was also affected by the slide. 
 “The road closure will cause short-term inconvenience for the public, but it is my and the Forest Service’s goal to provide for long-term safety and ensure appropriate access,” stated Hinchey.
For additional information or for the status of the Ozark Highlands Trail and other recreation areas that may have been impacted by the recent ice storm, contact the Ozark-St. Francis National Forest at 479-964-7200, or visit the forest web page at www.aokforests.com
.
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