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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




CONTACT:  Tony Guinn
October 6, 2008






    870-757-2211 ext 2217

Sylamore District Celebrates Forest Centennial

Mountain View, AR—Everyone is invited to the Sylamore Ranger District celebration of the forest’s centennial on October 17-18, 2008. The events will be held at the district office in Mountain View and the Blanchard Springs Caverns Visitor Center in Fifty Six.

In 1905, the administration of the Forest Reserves was renamed the Forest Service and placed under the Department of Agriculture. In 1908, President Theodore Roosevelt withdrew large areas of the mountainous portion of Arkansas from further homestead entry. This land, which became the Ozark National Forest, was primarily the wooded slopes and ridges that were unsuitable for farming. To celebrate the centennial, the districts across the forest have held programs and gatherings all year. 

The Sylamore District Office in Mountain View will have a centennial display all month long. A special showing of the Forest Service centennial film, “The Greatest Good”, will run at the district office on Oct. 17th at 10:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 2:00 pm. 

A separate display will be at the Blanchard Springs Caverns Visitor Center all month long. The Visitor Center will be the site of various special programs on Saturday, Oct. 18th. Cave explorers Hail and Faye Bryant will give an informal talk at 10:00 a.m. on their adventures underground. 
2008 is also the 75th anniversary of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). To celebrate this anniversary, a special noon program, “The Forest Army”, will mark the CCC’s contribution to history. There will also be a program on Forest Service history, “Trees, Trails and Animals”, showing at 3:00 pm.  


The Caverns’ Dripstone Trail will be open for tours all day long. The cooler weather makes for better hiking along the forest trails that are in the area. Come out and enjoy your national forest as Forest managers reflect on the past and look forward to the future.
(more)
October 17th-18th will be a great time for forest neighbors and visitors to celebrate 100 years of conservation on the Ozark National Forest.
 The Sylamore District Office is located at 1001 East Main Street, Mountain View. Blanchard Springs Caverns is located 15 miles northwest of Mountain View near the town of Fifty Six. For additional information, please call the Caverns at 888-757-2246 or 870-757-2211. 
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