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The Forest Service has a better understanding of oy pyorampie  tses begven stoger — consderaion
public issues. The major revision topics appear to n Foest Senvice manegement
be in line with what people have on their minds.
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and around other topics in alphabetical order by e concemed about gazing  leves  tet  compomise
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gion sigs Commensuged dher ioessss o ecosystem.

degeases N besok gaay bes  Manyrespodens Many commentors interested in bison also requested

debeied the bergis o danwbeds o Mesok  gazg on that prairie dog colonies be restored. There were many

engad  hesh guestions about how management indicator species are
selected and used. There were also general comments

Oil, Gas,Minerals - Many comments regarding about wildlife and game species.

d gs admneas daeopmet wened moe poec Some commentors requested that native plant species

e meaues n eMommendy sede aess ad and communities be restored and protected. Many stated

gesed tet medess admeoedion  aess, and impo- concern over the influence of nonnative plant species.

at we hds  bebesd Manycommens suppated  the use of coroled o

pesabed e asaweyD impoe vegsdion  codios
Plantand Animal Control- While many com- Whie somepegpe opposed any imber haves,  ahers

menos ageed thet noxous weeds ae apodem,  the thought somefimber havest 5 needed on Nebradas

widespead  use of pesiddes and hericddes. Cammens Manycommenios suppoed  maniainng e tree
onpae  dogs e evouaged te Foest Seve D paiaios N Nebredes  Sandhs Honever, afew

ad pae  dos commentos thought  the
abap Ky akH et dud ke
them. Somecom- doned D LN D rebe
matos dot pdrie
Syt peckor
ood  adeen Recreation, Travel
pesed  esnig anagement and
somerdive  prece / isuals - Anapprecia-
s Oher com n fr te woesn
meniors - encouraged qoatries deed
pectr coid  ad te rdod  gashs
deed idees n adioess wesedet n
methods © conid many comments. Some
pectns commenors  requesied
nmoergedn . et
Rangeland and Forest Health - Numerous mesn anpgauds ot ses s ec Ohe

comments encouraged protection and restoration of nafegk \ae te pimike raue o te pc bds ad
biological communities, and preservation of habitats for dscouaged  addiod  reqedion . develgpmes. May
threatened, endangered, sensitive, and rare species. peqde ae concemed abot goag conids assodeed
Other commentors stated that the government overwdh ioeesy  pik  ecesin e
acts to species concerns, leading to restrictions on Ofioad tavel  oconcems were onthe minds of mary
grazing, energy development, and recreation activities. commeniors.  Manypeope asked for more contdl and
Many respondents asked that bison be returned to thdocemet o esdos Ohgwey ek ehs
Northern Great Plains because they are considered a a5 empheszed tet te reiod  gessads  andfoess
positive natural biological contributor suited to the prairieae amongte few, f nat te oy, peoss for temo
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Special Designations - Many comments re-
uesed that madess aeas berecommended to Congress
for Wdemess o tat medess aess bepoeced i
somefesion © manan ter udeveoped deeder A
few commentos wanied noaddional Widemess o
waned motoized  aoccess manianed o expanded

Commentshath supported  or opposed Research
Naud Aess adSpedd et  Aess. Pegpe aso
hed quesions  about menegementdiedon . for tese aess
adhovpaolr advies ol bedkeoed

Whie there wassomesuppat for WD and Sceric
Rver desgdios N pindoe, mest commeniors Who
addesd t5 g gposed desgeEis o te Like

Mssoui Rwver n Noth Dekoa and the Midde Loup

Rver n Nebaska. There were also quesions about the
ebs  adindcos o eded deyeEn  onpivee

ses.%

OTHERTOPICS

Fossils - Manyviews were exoressed  on fossis.
Somgege apaied oy soEiic (00 S0 04 e
seed tet areeus dodd bepamied D kg dhes
togt comedd oedg shodd bedoned

Heritage Resources, Treaty Rights, Tribal
Relations- Commentors encouraged the  preservation
ard inepesion o aud  adhsocd & Cm
mens ontedly igs  deosad  weier igis and aoess
D the raiord gassands. Commentors aso enoouraged
Arecan inden Tibd nwemet n Foest Sevie
management

LandUse - Peope favored land exchanges because
tey ecnaosddie gl BBl phk & por
g huing gopanies, pate  dog meregemen, ad
oed manegamant eicaoy.

WaterResources - Commentors were concemed
aou the qually o weler for avaiey o uses Some
pepe deassd te souoes o pduion and requesied
et tee BSes bededt wWih N meregement dredion
Respoderis a0 requesed tet fpaien aess ad
webnds bepoeced adtey dieed ter dess

What Is the Intent of
Public Scoping?

SCOPING defines:

* values people have for resources,

* issues and concerns,

* potentialmanagementapproaches,

» effects people want to see addressed.

The process to revise the management plans must follow

the requirements outlined in the National Environmental

Policy Act (NEPA).

A first NEPA requirement is to define the scope of
the analysis. One definition for scope is the "extent of

treatment, activity, or influence."
Defining the scope early helps avoid the traps of

Somepubic  comments dsossed  topcs et ae
ouste the soope of dedsons thet  can bemadefor e
management pans.  For indlance,  somecommentors
proposed fees 0 aoess the pudic bBds o proposed
hoeeses n gady fees  Thee fes ae nat deemined

gathering irrelevant information and conducting needles¢y e Foet Sevoe  tey eqe  Cogesod  adn
analysis. In the same light, relevantinformation needs tdhesse o te rdiod gassbns  adfoess pomoed

be identified so it can be considered in the analysis and by somecommenios, woud aso requie Congressoral
resulting decisions. aim
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Group Interviews Held to
Further Management Understanding

interviews with 19 groups of people who identified The group discussions allowed for a deeper investiga-

with a use or interest in the national grasslands and tion into people's values, views, and experiences. The
forests in the Northern Great Plains. These group discugesults will help managers understand the values people
sions were led by trained moderators who asked a set ofave for different management approaches. The results
standard questions provided by the Forest Service. presented here are some common perceptions shared by

The questions were designed to explore principal ~ many of the group participants. Copies of the final focus

management goals for the public lands; opportunities for group summary reports are available at ranger district and
and obstacles to achieving those goals; and methods to forest supervisor offices.

I n the fall of 1997, the US Forest Service conducted resolve conflicts between uses or interests.

Healthy grasslands and forests are importantA healthy natural environment is a prominent management goal.

Many described this condition as vigorously growing native grass and producing timber stands that can withstand insects,
disease, and fire. Viable wildlife populations, properly functioning grassland ecosystems, and a healthy mosaic of native
vegetation that includes provisions for threatened, endangered, and sensitive plant and animal species were also used to
describe desired conditions.

Lengthy decision processes and a loss of common-sense management are causing frustraBeople in the

industry segments expressed frustration over a loss of “common-sense” management. They maintain that politics and
the many laws and requirements are often obstacles to getting things done. A perceived lack of experienced Forest
Service workers familiar with grassland resources and laws further adds to the frustrations. Local managers are per-
ceived to have lost their authority, and it seems to many that local knowledge, experience and opinions are not respectec
or used.

Access to public lands is a growing concernAccess to public lands is highly valued because of the limited amount

of public lands in the region and the increasing amount of private land closed to the public. Some people complain there
is no access to isolated public tracts and it is difficult to get into some fenced pastures. Adjacent land owners often
resent the public trespass that occurs on their private land.

Off-road travel is a frequent worry. People suggest that cross-country motorized travel can cause erosion and reduce
the recreation experiences of others. While recreational motorized use is accepted by most as a multiple-use activity,
people believe it should not harm the land or lessen the experiences of others.

Multiple use and stewardship are familiar terms and accepted conceptblost people see multiple use as funda-
mental to Forest Service management. However, some uses and interests believe they are cut short in the multiple-use
pie. Most people value the concept of land stewardship and many describe themselves as good stewards.

Livestock grazing is an accepted practiceWhile most people agree that grazing can benefit grassland health, ideas
differ on the intensity and methods. Many believe that grazing should not occur to the detriment of natural resources.

Conflicts are not easily resolvedPeople are perplexed about how to resolve conflicts over Forest Service land

management. Some people suggest that education and information might fill some gaps between views. Methods that
bring people togethéo discuss problems and explore options have wide support.
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Get to know your

NATIONAL GRASSLANDS

featuring national grassland resources and programs. StatiQ
will display inventory information gathered for the manage-
ment plan revision topics. Information will be available onthe™
following inventories:

 Wild and Scenic Rivers Did you know?
 Special Interest Areas and Research Natural Areas
* Roadless Areas There is a Visitors' Center dedicated

» Threatened, Endangered, Sensitive Species
« Economics and Demographics

» Range Conditions

» Noxious Weeds

to national grasslands' education and
information? It is located in Wall,
SD. The center is open seven days 4

week.

Mark your calendar
Lemmon, SD - April 29, 3-8 pm, Dakota Bank
Dickinson, ND - April 30, 1-6 pm, Hospitality Inn
Watford City, ND - May 1, 1-5 pm, City Hall
Bismarck, ND - May 5, 1-6 pm, Seven Seas, 1-94 and Exit 152, Mandan
Fargo, ND - May 6, 1-6, Holiday Inn, 3803 13th Avenue

K Lisbon, ND - May 7, 3-8 pm, Super 8 Motel /

ﬁ =
Preliminary Inventory l— RNS)XS?B%EC?

Results Available SION

The preliminary results of the many studies and invento- The Forest Service is reviewing the scoping
ries to support Northern Great Plains planning are avail-comments and considering them as they formulate

able. These studies and inventories describe the currerff@nagement alternatives. The alternatives will be ana-
resource conditions. The effects of the management  lyzed in detail, and the effects and trade-offs between the
alternatives in the draft environmental impact statement different management approaches will be displayed in a
will be described as predicted changes to the current ~ draft environmental impact statement (EIS). The draft

conditions. Many of these studies, inventoriesand ~ EIS and proposed revised management plans are sched-
associated maps are available at the ranger district and uled for released in September 1998. At that time, the

management plans and offer their comments.
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