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Development of a good guide to local outdoor recreation
facilities can be accomplished in five basic steps. Know-
ing your users and what information they need are key
ingredients to success. The procedure outlined here was
used successfully in northeastern Pennsylvania in 1976.



The "Great OQuidoors” can seem like a
jungle when you're looking for recreational
opportunities but don’t know where to turn
A!’mough more and mors Qeepse are
fooking for fun and relaxation out of doors,
good guides or directories to local facil ities
are hard to come by.

We recently asked a number of resource
maﬁager% land use planners, and

esearchers to list critical needs in outdoor
recrea’iion. Topping their list was the need
for reliable and complete directories to
facilities. Directories are useful not only as
guides to available services but also as data
bases for subsequent studies of cutdoor
recreation.

How do you inventory and prepare a
directory to facilities? We faced that
guestion during a recent project in which
recreation directories were prepared for 12
counties in northeastern Pennsylvania
(Northeastern Forest Experiment Station
1976). The guides were produced in
cooperation with two regional planning
agencies-—Economic Development Counci
cf Northeastern Pennsyivania and the
Northern Tier Regional Planning and
E‘s@v@mmﬁent Commission—at a cost of
tounsz bur @&«.m chambers of commerce,
recreation associ u,téf:mx, rewspapers, and
recreationists mdicme% theventure is a
hiuge success. m ihis paper, we review the
procedure used In producing the guides.

Gitven the resou

y{;&;zum*au of a
five basic steps:
B Choose the activities to be included.

B Determine the type of information
needed for each activity.

es to do the job,
seful directory requires

#  Collect the information.

B Package the information into a useful
proguct.

B Distribute the product to the user.

But remember, directories are soon

putdated, 50 prowéaim s must be made for

Keaping the

information current.
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Activity |

foacdectiraniiic stale Parlye

Oicycling
activity

IERPIR L&

user fee

fard surface roqrds
faciiities

points of interest
general parde i p ald pe

maps and guides ' S
sereral Huong

access points and par ic o

focated at caanpagrovand aud plenic areas

drinking water
SEniles

length of trail

easy ¥ moderate strenuous
degree of difficuity v
cleiss 23

class of bikeway”

“class | — @ completely separated right-of-way for
the exclusive use of binycles,
class 2 — arestricted right-of-way for the
gxciusive or sermi-exclusive use of
hicycles. (bike jans)
class 3 — ashared right-of-way so designated by
signs placed on vertical posts or

<3k
sten: ton the pavernant, (bike roule)
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sNow that vou've identitied vour audience,
iow thelr needs, and h&w@ the information
n hand, what do you dowith 17 Put

/oursst f in the user's shoss. The i’f

weipful directories are complete, af;f*um*@
wnd easy to use. The first two ms,qugmm@sw
san be met only by the tedicus process of
shecking and rechecking your information
rv every phase of the project. Intheend, it's
worth tha effort, since a directory full &f
Irors won't be used.

MNe had a ot of information which we
jeeded to present in a way that would make
t most accessible. We decided 1o use both
naps and guidebooks.

The maps, one for gach county, were
arinted on one side of a large sheel of
saper, with activity charts on the back.
They showed the name, location, and
ahone number of each recreation area and
ndicated the activities available at that
area. To highlight recreation opportunities
and aveid cluiter, we incliuded on the maps
sty mwz« features {ﬂ‘ireas’m,, lakes, roads,
ate. ) that we thought would be important (o
15er8.

he guidebooks were taitored to each
sounty., They included a chapter on each
wtivity—with cross-references {0 other
iwctivities at each recreation area—and
yrovided details about faciiities {(page 14).
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kiing, Cross-Couniry

Broay Horizons Resort
{717 482-2481

D‘?

facility identification number: 3

map coordinates: J-9

restrictions: must be camper 1o use faciilies
concessions; cross-county skiraniais

access points and parking. trall head near campyground
drinking waler: in camoground

length of fralis: 2 miles

degree of difficully moderals

Oiher activities include lake boating, camping, fishing. h%kmg hunting, ice skating,
picnicking, gownhill skiing., stedding, snowmobiting, swimming, and viewing scenery.
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Ricketls Glen Slote Park
Pennsylva epartment of Emvironmental Resources
Bix2

Benton, Pa 17814

i«
[.M

13,100 acres land, 254 scres lake, 10 miles siream

facitity identification number: 33

map coordinates: L8, M-¢
restrictions see Pennsyivania State Park reguiations

maps and guides: genesal map ¢ hawms tralls, available a1 park office
arcess poinis ﬁwﬁ ps»m g many areas-—see map

drinking waler: in picnic and camping areas

ferigih of traf

Hng, lake boating, camping, fishing, hiking, howebac’k riding,

g. snowmobiing, w;smmmu,andv;w ing scenery,




Your aim hers i3 to
nany peopla as pos
cost both to yvou and ¢
recreation suides
and will break yf)t r u“:mw“
o} x/e them away . Yo
withing to pay areasona

#’J>

ince we !camed ihe resouic
to print, distribut

worked with
tosetupa Qy t
project, Cur
Deveiaa;zmem Coune
@emevévama dw *fw Na
Hegional Plan
Commissior

b

wrow that 1
5 “’952? news

la)
SIS

5
He



For more
Forpst ©

ot
¢
]

Inforrmalion ¢
U5, Fore
70 Heend

!

Hhioe




BE

mEE =

28

with the Um
Delaware, Ohiio.

Durham, Mew HMampshire,
cooperation with the University of Mew

i

Hampahire,
Hamder
wiih Yale University

Kingston, Pennsyivania
‘\ﬂm@au?w/ﬁ West Virginia, 1
cooparaton with West Virginia
Urniiversit Iy, Mo 'g*:;irz{(wwr
rono, f\/"am in o
Univarsity of M Nmz Orone
Pmmm 3. ‘Wr,ﬂ Virginia,
Princeton, West Virgiia,

» New York in coopera

wi thi
Coliege of Environmental §
Fowgtry al wy" acuse Unive

A

vﬂ w@rxeéa/ Park P

“s""ﬁy’:‘.df}’: .

welicut in cooperation

roneration with the

Sm%ﬁ é}ﬁiveﬂ“ﬁi%\/ of New York
wf*s;::-e fC)&,,s ar



