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“Forests have a natural suc-
cession. Pests produce a rapid,
forced change, with unsure
results,” she said.

All three of the most worri-
some pests originated in Asia,
said Connecticut State entomol-
ogist Louis A. Magnarelli.

“We know about these three.
What else is around that came
into the country that we don’t
know about?” Magnarelli asked.

The known threats are:
= Emerald ash borer, a small,
green iridescent beetle. Larvae
tunnel just under the bark of ash
trees, cutting the sustaining flow
of nutrients, water and sugars.
m  Asian longhorned beetle, a
large, black iridescent beetle
with white spots. Larvae bore
deep into maple and other trees.
Mounting damage causes the
tree to fall apart.
® Sudden oak death, a fungus-
like protozoan, Phytophthora
ramorum. Despite its name, this
blight can also kill dozens of
other species.

None seems to be here —
yet.

The Asian longhorned has
been found in New York state,
within 25 miles of Greenwich.

Adults emerge from May
through October, meaning that a
hurricane could spread them to
Connecticut, Magnarelli said.

“The reality is, it could
already be here, or it could
come in ship packing to New
Haven or Bridgeport,” he said.

Asian longhorned beetles have
so far only been found in metro-
politan areas around New York
and Chicago, and the insects dis-
perse slowly, Shields said.

Why the insects prefer cities
is not known. The beetles might
find stressed urban trees easier
to infest.

Emerging Asian longhorned
beetles tend to lay eggs in the
same tree, which is why the bee-
tles apparently spread slowly.

The emerald ash borer is a
strong flier and disperses more
quickly, Magnarelli said.

The small beetle was first
detected in Michigan in 2002
and has since moved into Indi-
ana and Ohio.

Emerald ash borer larvae
carve extensive S-shaped tun-
nels just under the bark of the
tree, where xylem flows up and
phloem carries sugars down.

“This could be comparable to
chestnut blight and Dutch elm
disease. There are economic and
environmental impacts,” Mag-
narelli said.

The metallic green beetle
could rapidly eat into Connecti-
cut’s half-billion-dollar timber,
lumber,  logging,  veneer,
sawmill, maple syrup and
Christmas tree industries, said
Steve Broderick, forester in the
University of Connecticut Coop-
erative Extension System.

Since many of these products
depend on oak trees, sudden
oak death is also a potential dis-
aster, Broderick said.

Connecticut forests are about
18 percent oaks.

Obviously, no one transports
oak trees. However, sudden oak
death also infects camellia
plants, mountain laurel, rhodo-
dendron, azalea, and other
species raised in nurseries.

Sudden oak death was deliv-
ered to Connecticut in 2003 in
bonsai-type camellia plants.
About 100  homeowners
received the plants in November
and December, Magnarelli said.

Records were used to trace all
of the plants. Thirty to 40 had
died, but snow prevented recipi-
ents from throwing the plants
outdoors, he said.

Bacteria-infested Geraniums
from Kenya and Guatemala
landed in Connecticut nurseries
this year. The plants were
placed under quarantine and
destroyed.

The point is that plants and
small trees can be spread from
coast-to-coast or around the
world in a matter of hours or
days, Magnarelli said.

The geranium cuttings were
distributed across the United
States in one week.

The Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment  Station, where
Magnarelli is a research ento-
mologist, has a staif of 11 to
fight off imported pests.

“It’s a small group, but
they’re all experienced people.”
Magnarelli said.
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