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TALLY SHEET GUIDE 
 
On the seven page sample record there are several variables that may 
require entries, either coded or written, by the field crews. 
 
Where a numbered variable requires a coded entry, the number of 
digits required for that entry is indicated by the number of X's 
immediately below the variable number on the sample record.  Some 
variables require measurements to decimal fractions of inches or feet.  
For those items, it is understood that the last digit represents a decimal 
fraction.  For example, a tree DBH of 23.4 inches is coded as 234.  
The decimal points are never placed in coded entries. 
 
The entries for some variables will have been made in the office.  
These are usually variables 3.100 through 3.140.  These entries may 
be incorrect, but do not change any previously made entry without the 
approval of your supervisor. 
 
Notes should be recorded as often as needed to clarify coded entries 
and to explain unusual or unique situations.  Notes are also used to 
direct attention to anything about a particular plot that the crews think 
is important now, or may be important when the plot is remeasured 
during the next inventory.  If necessary, attach extra sheets of notes.  
The value of notes cannot be overemphasized!  Suffice it to say that 
a few notes are made at a fraction of the cost that would be involved in 
going back to a plot to answer questionable data. 
 
Take a moment to read the statement printed on the inside cover of 
this document.  Even though it was written more than sixty years ago, 
this statement still applies to everything that we do today.  Field data 
collection is the most important part of this inventory.  Everything that 
comes afterward is dependent on a complete and accurate set of data. 
 
The information to be recorded on the sample record is determined by 
the category of plot (sample kind) and the condition class status 
assigned by the field crew.  Examples of the specific data variables 
needed for each category of plot appear on the following pages. 
 
NOTE:  When using the data recorder the following information is 
displayed from plot history files stored in the data recorder memory:  
plot identification and previous tree information (tree number, species, 
horizontal distance, azimuth, previous tree class / merchantability 
class, and previous DBH).  In general, the variables that specifically 
apply to the previous inventory and the current inventory (such as 
species, horizontal distance and azimuth) are the variables that may be 
changed. 
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       -- Complete if witness
 trees were also tally trees.*
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as needed until arrival at PC.

Include descriptive notes when
warranted.
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CALCULATIONS
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GENERAL NOTES

SKETCH MAP OF PLOT LOCATION

USDA FOREST SERVICE
FOREST INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
VERSION 1.4 AND 1.5
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FIELD EDIT OFFICE EDIT
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This area is used for notes about the plot or individual tally items.

All changes in land use must be documented in this section.

Describe the land use for all nonforest plots in this section
(e.g., Entire plot fall in cropland without trees -- LU is 61.) 

Show calculations used to
determine the course-to-plot.

ALL PLOTS

Draw a sketch map of the general plot location that provides enough detail so that 
the Starting Point can be relocated without the use of aerial photographs.  Include
the distance to the nearest town, major road intersectons, the locations of SP and 
PC, as well as any additional landmarks that may be useful.  Record distances that
are driven in miles and tenths of miles, and distances that are walked in feet or 
chains.

5 All Plots
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PAGE 5 USDA FOREST SERVICE
NORTHEASTERN RESEARCH STATION
FOREST INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
MANUAL VERSION 1.4 AND 1.5

2.170  PLOT DIAGRAM
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Sketch in the boundaries of any plot that
has multiple conditions, as well as any
features that may facilitate the relocation
of this plot.

Be particularly careful to sketch condition
boundaries that occur within the subplot
as accurately as possible (include azimuths).

For plots where all 4 subplots fall entirely
within one condition, clearly note on this
page:  "All Condition 1".

5 555 5
5 All Plots
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Ohio Tally Variables for the Partial 10-Pt Remeasurement 
on "Prism" Points 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9
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Reconcile All Removals 
on Points 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9

Reconcile All Mortality 
on Points 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9

Reconcile All Other Trees 
on Points 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9

Ohio Tally Variables for the Partial 10-Pt Remeasurement 
on Prism Points 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9
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