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[image: image2.wmf]Promoting early detection is a winner in the fight against invasive insects

This is a time of new beginnings ( a New Year, and the chance to rededicate ourselves to promoting the health of the Nation’s trees and forests, particularly across the States within the Northeastern Area. 

The last few months of 2003 provided an unwelcome but striking example of the environmental havoc that can result from insect pests that attack trees.  The tragic fires in the West were fed by millions of standing dead trees, killed in part by bark beetles that proliferated in the wake of several years of drought.  The denuded earth could not withstand the heavy rains that followed the fires, and one resulting massive mudslide took with it more lives and property.  Public awareness is raised by such events, but at a high cost! 

In our own Northeastern Area, we have all of the currently known United States infestations of two of the most deadly invasive insect pests ( Asian longhorned beetle, first discovered in the United States in 1996, and emerald ash borer, which has destroyed millions of ash trees in Michigan since it was found there in 2002.  We continue to provide expertise and support where needed to the States and agencies that are struggling to contain and eradicate the unwelcome visitors.  These two voracious tree killers have no respect for national borders ( in the past year our neighbor Canada has confronted major infestations of both pests, the most recent discovery being a large invasion of Asian longhorned beetles in an industrial area in the suburbs of Toronto, Ontario.

Our responsibilities are indeed large ( informing the public and spanning the boundaries of States and nations.  It is almost certain that there are undiscovered outbreaks of these and even new invasive insects in other areas of our country.  One of the most potent weapons we can bring to the battle against such dangerous invaders is to promote early detection through all sectors of the green industry and an informed, motivated public.  We can do this through formal activities as well as informally.  Often, conversations both inside and outside our professional lives can offer the opportunity to spread the word ( and the knowledge of this important forest health issue.  Please willingly share, with your colleagues, friends, and neighbors, the importance of their awareness of the health of the forests!
Kathy Maloney

In Memoriam
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Mark H. Cleveland died November 23, 2003, after a long struggle with a brain tumor.  Mark was the Military Liaison to the United States Army Environmental Center at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.  Mark was instrumental in developing and growing the program with the Army, and he also developed interagency agreements with the Army National Guard, the Air Force, and the United States Marine Corps (Camp Butler, Okinawa).  Through the Army Environmental Center, Mark also worked on projects for the Department of Defense, the Navy, and the Defense Logistics Agency.  Mark was extremely proud of getting all branches of the USDA Forest Service to assist the military on various projects from wildland fire management to carbon sequestration research.  

Mark had just entered the Senior Executive Service Leadership Candidate Program where he was developing a project that would have brought the USDA Forest Service, Foreign Agricultural Service, and the Department of Defense together to restore the wetlands in Iraq – Mark always looked at the big picture.  

Mark previously worked as the USDA Forest Service Liaison to the Environmental Protection Agency Region 3 from 1993 to 1996 and as the forest hydrologist on the Allegheny National Forest, Pennsylvania (1991-1993); Green Mountain National Forest, Vermont (1980-1990); and the Modoc National Forest, California (1978-1980).  Those who knew him will sorely miss him.
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Red Oak Lichens Article

Massachusetts Wildlife magazine recently published an article co-authored by Roger Monthey, Forest Stewardship Coordinator; Dr. Constance Stubbs, University of Maine at Orono; and Stephen Sharnoff, Berkeley, California, entitled “Red Oak Lichens” (Vol. LII, No. 3).  The article is part of the Biodiversity of a New England Woodlot series that Roger has developed addressing topics ranging from edible fungi to control of nonnative invasive plants (visit http://www.fs.fed.us/na/durham/coopforest/stewardship/text/publications.shtml).  Two previous articles on mosses and rock wall lichens were published in the Northern Woodlands magazine.  The red oak lichens article includes a guide to typical lichens that grow primarily on red oak as well as on other species.  The magazine’s editor began receiving favorable comments from readers shortly after the article’s publication, including several individuals who successfully tested the guide in the field.

Helping to Reach Adult Learners

Susan Cox, Conservation Education Specialist, and Verna Delauer, Student Conservation Association, conducted a workshop on adult development for the New Hampshire Environmental Educators group on January 13. They explained the different stages and types of adult development, and included a discussion on how understanding adult development can help in preparing programs for various audiences, from staff members to the general public.


“President’s Citation” Awarded

Anne Buckelew Cumming received the Mid-Atlantic Chapter of the International Society of Arboriculture (MAC ISA) "President's Citation" for her outstanding achievements as a past board member and now as a member at large, who has dedicated herself to making sure that the finest educational seminars are available to the membership and the general public. She was presented with her award during the MAC ISA Annual Meeting in October 2003.

To Market, To Market, To Buy a Dead Ash

As a result of seminars hosted by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and the Northeastern Area Wood Utilization and Marketing Program, two new sawmills may soon be operating in southeastern Michigan.  Both sawmills intend to utilize the log-sized ash that is being harvested because of the emerald ash borer.  Emerald Mills, Inc./Cook Miller, a company that manufactures wood tool handles, is building a sawmill in Flat Rock, Michigan.  The mill will be operational by late February 2004.  In addition, La Mont Brothers Tree Service is opening a marshalling yard in Whitmore Lake and will be collecting ash logs to use for railroad ties and other wood products.  Since the borer does not affect the sap and heartwood of ash, these dead trees provide a valuable source of wood.  Most of the dead ash trees in Michigan are currently being chipped and burned at a cogeneration plant as a source of energy.  These mills provide an opportunity to recycle the dead trees into a higher-value end product. Anthony Weatherspoon, Forest Products Specialist with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, has been instrumental in these efforts.  Steve Bratkovich, Marketing and Utilization Forester, provided technical assistance.

Public Hearing on Emerald Ash Borer in Michigan

Katie Armstrong, Emerald Ash Borer Liaison, will give testimony on behalf of the USDA Forest Service at an upcoming public hearing on emerald ash borer.  The Michigan Department of Agriculture is hosting a series of public hearings to declare emerald ash borer a nuisance.  The purpose of the hearing is for the Director of the Michigan Department of Agriculture to obtain information in order to decide whether the plant host must be eradicated, to determine the extent of the eradication necessary to prevent the spread of the emerald ash borer, and to obtain other information related to the containment and eradication of this insect pest.

Tree Restoration Workshop In Michigan

The USDA Forest Service Northeastern Area, the Michigan Urban and Community Forestry Council, Michigan State University, and the Michigan Departments of Natural Resources and Agriculture, along with seven other nonprofit and industry organizations, will be hosting a workshop on restoring the urban and rural forests of southeastern Michigan.  “Restoration Strategies in the Aftermath of Emerald Ash Borer: Tree Diversity, Design and Selection, Landscape Specifications and Ordinances” will be held February 12, 2004, in Farmington Hills, Michigan.  The workshop is targeted to property developers, landscape architects, planners, municipal officials, landscape contractors, nursery suppliers, arborists, and urban foresters working with emerald ash borer issues.  For more information, contact Katie Armstrong, Emerald Ash Borer Liaison.

Utilizing Urban Trees

The Northwest (NW) Municipal Foresters of Illinois invited Steve Bratkovich, Marketing and Utilization Forester, to speak at their monthly luncheon last month.  Steve presented case studies from his publication, “Utilizing Municipal Trees: Ideas from Across the Country,” and stressed the importance of making wood utilization an integral part of municipal tree management.  The NW Municipal Foresters of Illinois have long been interested in the issue of reclaiming urban trees.  Currently, Illinois municipalities pay exorbitant fees to rid themselves of urban wood waste.  Recent publications and efforts of the Northeastern Area have filled an important niche in addressing the urban wood waste issue.  Typical attendance at this luncheon varies from 25 to 35 municipal foresters and managers; Steve’s presentation attracted more than 60 professionals that were interested in this subject.

Tom Dilley Wows the North Central Executive Team

Tom Dilley, Chicago Metropolitan Initiative Coordinator, helped host a recent visit by the North Central Research Station’s Executive Team to the Evanston Research Unit.  Tom briefed them on his involvement in projects throughout the Chicago metropolitan area as well as projects that he is working on with the North Central Research Station.  In addition, Tom introduced the team to various Chicago congressional staff working in the area.  The North Central Executive Team returned from the trip singing Tom’s praises, and they were impressed with his partnerships and community development work.

It’s a Wrap  -- Exotic Insect Program for Public Television Close to Completion

Mike Connor, Forest Health, and Gina Childs, Information Management and Analysis, participated in an editing review of the Minnesota Public Television show “At Our Doorstep,” a 30-minute television program featuring gypsy moth, emerald ash borer, and Asian longhorned beetle.  The program is in its final stages of editing and will be completed by February 2004.  The television program features many forest health specialists from a variety of cooperating organizations as well as the following USDA Forest Service employees: Robert Haack, North Central Research Station; Donna Leonard, Region 8; and Michael Connor and Steve Katovich, Northeastern Area.  The television program was sponsored in part by the Minnesota Department of Agriculture and the USDA Forest Service Northeastern Area.



Deadline!

Deadline for the next issue of NA News Notes will be COB February 13, 2004.  Please mail articles to Tinathan Lewis at talewis@fs.fed.us.
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