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Background:  Gypsy moth, a nonnative invasive species, introduced into the U.S. 130 years ago, is 
established in about one-third of the potentially susceptible habitat in the U.S.  The Gypsy Moth STS pilot 
project (FY 1993-99) demonstrated that the rate of spread of the gypsy moth could be reduced by at least 
60%.  The technology to implement an operational program is available and treatments are 
environmentally safe.  The benefits of reducing the rate of spread of gypsy moth exceed the costs of 
treatment and monitoring by a ratio greater than 3 to 1. 

Transition to Operational:  In FY 2000, $8 million is available to implement STS as an operational 
gypsy moth management strategy. States involved are IL, IN, KY, MI, NC, OH, VA, WV, and WI. 
Others like IA, MN, and TN will soon be active participants. STS activities are being implemented in a 
zone of approximately 50 million acres (see map below).  Each year the area will be intensively 
monitored for recently established colonies of the gypsy moth and detected colonies will be controlled.  
By investing heavily in monitoring, the STS program will find the colonies when they are still small and 
minimize the area needing treatment treatment. 

Funding:  USDA Forest Service and APHIS, PPQ are providing the funding and technical assistance for 
the program.  A fully operational STS program is estimated to cost about $10-$12 million per year.  In FY 
2000 the Forest Service is providing about $8 million, APHIS-PPQ is providing about $270,000 and the 
cooperating states are contributing about $2.4 million. 
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