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Here’s what the bird is bringin’

Calendar of Volunteer Workdays and Events for May-July
Last Minute Bird Monitors Welcome: Learn as you go.
Join Midewin at the Dellwood Park Celebration in Lockport
Science Chicago visits Midewin

Earth Day a Success

Free Tours: Descriptions and Dates

* Ottt

Dellwood Park Earth Day, May 17 celebration flyer on last page

Calendar of Volunteer Workdays and Events for May - July 2009

Date and Day Time Meeting Location | Activities
14 May 2009 7:00 pm-8:00 pm Midewin SO Bird monitor training workshop: Limited
Thursday (Welcome Center) | space, call for details.
16 May 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO Birds and Bikes (8:00 am)
Saturday (Welcome Center) | Midewin Photo Tour (10:00 am)
Gardening with Prairie Plants (12:30 pm)
17 May 2009 10:00 am — 4:00 pm Dellwood Park Will County Earth Day Fest: Visit us at the
Sunday (Lockport) Midewin booth and enjoy the speakers, live
music and green fun!
See flyer on last page.
20 May 2009 10:00 am — 3:00 pm Midewin SO During the morning, we’ll install prairie
Wednesday (Horticulture Bldg) | plants in the SO seedbeds. In the afternoon,
we’ll locate and mark wild plants for future
harvest.
21 May 2009 7:00 pm —8:30 pm Midewin SO Lecture 8 of 9: Daniel Burnham’s Chicago,
Thursday (Welcome Center) | presented by HFK Presents
23 May 2009 9:00 am - 2:30 pm Midewin SO Rain day/completion for 9 May at Chicago Rd
Saturday (Horticulture Bldg) | Seed Beds
23 May 2009 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm Midewin SO Rolling clay eggs for Bobolinking research
Saturday (Welcome Center) | project. Fun family activity!
23 May 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO Ghosts of the Ammunition Plant (12:30 pm)
Saturday (Horticulture Bldg) | Lincoln’s Boys in Blue (6:00 pm)
27 May 2009 8:00 am — 2:00 pm Midewin SO Field set up for Bobolinking research project
Wednesday (Horticulture Bldg)
30 May 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO Birds West (8:00 am)
Saturday (Welcome Center) | Butterfly and Spider Walk (10:00 am)
The Prairie Farmer (12:30 pm)
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30 May 2009 9:00 am — Noon Midewin SO Butterfly Field Training, led by Ed Doty
Saturday (Welcome Center) | Beginners and Intermediates
30 May 2009 10:00 am — 2:30 pm Midewin SO Heritage Work Day: Details TBA, please call
Saturday (Welcome Center) | for more information
30 May 2009 10:00 am — 3:00 pm Midewin SO Alliance Native Plant Sale
Saturday (Horticulture Bldg)
4 June 2009 7:00 pm —8:30 pm Midewin SO Lecture 9 of 9: Bats of Illinois, presented by
Thursday (Welcome Center) | Sharon Peterson, Incredible Bats
6 June 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO National Trails Day
Saturday (Welcome Center) | Birds and Bikes (8:00 am)
Prairie Walk: Prairie Creek Woods (12:30pm)

6 June 2009 9:00 am Call for Directions | History on Horseback Tour: provide your own
Saturday horse
6 June 2009 7:30 pm Campfire Ring Campfire Program
Saturday (Iron Bridge

Trailhead)
13 June 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO National Get Outdoors Day

Saturday

(Welcome Center)

Birds East (8:00 am)

Butterfly and Spider Walk (10:00 am)
Gardening with Prairie Plants (12:30 pm)
Twilight Bike Ride (7:00 pm)

13 June 2009
Saturday

9:00 am —2:30 pm

Midewin SO
(Horticulture Bldg.)

Installing prairie/wetland plant plugs in a
habitat restoration project. This is a Sierra Club
sponsored workday but all are welcome.

13 June 2009
Saturday

12:00 pm — 3:00 pm

Midewin SO
(Horticulture Bldg)

Rolling clay eggs for Bobolinking research
project. Fun family activity!

17 June 2009
Wednesday

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Midewin SO
(Horticulture Bldg)

During the morning, we’ll install prairie
plants in the SO seed beds. In the afternoon,
we’ll locate and collect wild seed.

17 June 2009 8:00 am — 2:00 pm Midewin SO Field set up for Bobolinking research project
Wednesday (Horticulture Bldg)
20 June 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO Birds West (8:00 am)
Saturday (Welcome Center) | Historic Cemeteries (10:00 am)
27 June 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO Birds West (8:00 am)
Saturday (Welcome Center) | Midewin’s Lincoln Connection (10:00 am)

Prairie Walk: Pollinator Gardens (12:30 pm)
27 June 2009 9:00 am — 2:30 pm River Road Seed Installing prairie plant plugs at River Road
Saturday Beds seed beds.
11 July 2009 9:00 am Call for Directions | History on Horseback Tour
Saturday
11 July 2009 10:00 am Midewin SO Gardening with Prairie Plants Tour
Saturday (Welcome Center)
18 July 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO Prairie Walk: Dolomite Prairie (9:00 am)
Saturday (Welcome Center) | Ghosts of the Ammunition Plant (12:30 pm)
18 July 2009 7:30 pm Campfire Ring Campfire Program
Saturday (Iron Bridge

Trailhead)

25 July 2009 Tours at Times Listed Midewin SO Butterfly and Spider Walk (10:00 am)
Saturday (Welcome Center) | Midewin Geology (12:30 pm)

Twilight Bike Ride (6:30 pm)
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For more information about the workshops or events listed or to RSVP contact Allison
Hedden, Volunteer Coordinator at 815-423-2149 or ahedden@fs.fed.us.
Knowing how many volunteers will attend a workday allows Midewin staff to better organize the
workday, and we can inform you of any changes. Workdays may be cancelled if extreme weather
occurs (again, please call ahead). If you plan on staying for the entire workday, please bring your
lunch. As always, Midewin will provide tools, safety gear, and water for volunteers.

Children are welcome, but must be accompanied and supervised by a parent, guardian or
chaperones (for educational groups). Volunteer groups are welcome to join our workdays; many
hands make for light work. Please do not bring dogs or other pets to workdays.

Directions to Midewin Headquarters

To reach the Midewin Headquarters (Supervisor’s Office or SO), exit I-55 at Exit #241; proceed eastwards on New River
Road for approximately 3%z miles to the State Route 53 intersection. Turn left (north), and proceed northwards for one
mile; the Midewin Headquarters is on the right. Be forewarned; there is considerable road construction on [-55 From
Weber Road south to I-80; plan for extra delays, or take 1-355 to 1-80, then 1-80 west to IL Route 53 (see below).

If you are coming from the east on I-80, exit at IL Route 53 (Chicago Street), and proceed south approximately 12.5 miles;
our headquarters will be on the left (east) after Prairie Creek Grain Company (which is on the right side of the road). And
there is also construction on IL 53 both north and south of the Midewin SO, but our entrance is open.

Directions to the River Road Seed Beds:

Exit I-55 at Exit #241; proceed eastwards on New River Road for approximately 1% miles; the entrance
to the seed bed area is on the left (north) side of the road, at the Boathouse Road intersection.
Proceed north on the access road to the parking area. Be aware that there is construction on [-55.

If coming from the east, access New River Road from State Route 53; this intersection is
approximately 12 miles south of I-80, one mile past the Midewin Supervisor’'s Office, or 14 miles north
of Wilmington. Proceed west on New River Road for 24 miles, the entrance to the seed beds will be on
the right (north) side of the road, at the Boathouse Road intersection. Proceed north on the access
road to the parking area. There will be workday signs along New River Road. We will meet at the picnic
tables under the large tree in the center of the seed beds.

Last Minute Bird Monitors Welcome: Learn as you go.

For those of you that missed it in the Prairie Telegraph, we have a new
volunteer bird monitoring program this year at Midewin. This is a pretty relaxed
monitoring program mainly designed for volunteers to experience ownership
and independence in their area, practice identification, and just add to the pairs
of eyes we have on bird populations.

We will help you choose a site and you design the route. You can choose 3-4
days to go out to your site and document all the birds you hear and see from

May 15-June 30.

If you cannot make it to the training on Thursday,
May 14 from 7pm-8pm, we will make other arrangements to prepare you for this
program. Again, monitors do not need to be able to identify all the birds by sight
or sound on the datasheet. This is the ultimate opportunity to learn as you go.

Because Midewin is the largest prairie restoration attempted in the US, it is
fascinating to see improvements in habitat and the wildlife that uses it year to
year. If this program interests you, please call Allison Hedden at 815.423.2149 for

more details.
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Join Midewin at the Dellwood Park Celebration in Lockport

Midewin has been invited, as an exhibitor, to Dellwood Park’s Earth Day celebration on Sunday, May
17. We may be 1 of 100 informational booths which means we will have a lot of visitors passing
through. We would love for you to join us at our booth to help field questions at represent Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie. If you are available to lend a hand, Please call Allison Hedden. See the
Dellwood park flyer on the last page.

Science Chicago visits Midewin
The Museum of Science and industry introduced a 12-month celebration of science in September of
2008 called Science Chicago (SC). This celebration invites people of all ages around the Chicagoland
area to take field trips to many different sites to learn about this region’s vast science and technology
assets. The Nature Conservancy presented Midewin with this opportunity to participate and we
enthusiastically hopped on board.

On Saturday, April 18, the weather

was beautiful and everyone was in great spirit.
We had a group of 20, mostly couples and 8
from Marcus Garvey School. We started with
an orientation and then cut honeysuckle at
River Road Trailhead. Our visitors worked
great as a team and easily recognized their
steward accomplishments as the nasty
invasive understory diminished. The SC
participants suggested to skip lunch and just
have a snack so we could get on the trail
faster!

On our way to the trail entrance we passed South Patrol Road restoration, which had just been
burned, and a restored wetland by means of decommissioned drainage tile. These were both great
interpretation opportunities. We walked around the restored Prairie Creek woods loop and talked
about more invasive control, beaver activity, woodland wildflowers, Buttonbush Pond, savanna
habitat.

At the end of the hike, they were able to go home with fun stories and a reusable shopping bag with
brochures and native seed packets from Midewin. The school group had to catch their bus, but
everyone else chose to stay and have lunch at the seedbeds and then head back to our
headquarters. At the headquarters they learned about the seed production process in the horticulture
building and roamed around the Welcome Center. They were amazed when | showed them on the
aerial map that where we had explored was only a small fraction of Midewin. We look forward to
seeing them again!

For more information about Science Chicago
visit http://www.sciencechicago.com/.
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Earth Day d SUCCGSS‘ By Gemma Guenther,
Assistant Volunteer Coordinator, MNTP

y

This year, Midewin once again hosted our traditional garlic
mustard pull for the Earth Day celebration on April 25.

Previous workdays have definitely made an impact in Jackson
Creek Woods, and after years of effort, this area is
significantly improved. We moved to a different area called
Bluebell Woods in order to improve the growing conditions for
native woodland wildflowers there.

A dedicated group of volunteers braved the threatening clouds -
overhead and managed to pull 147 pounds of garlic mustard in just 5 hours. Luck was on our side
and we finished the workday before the thunderstorm began.

We truly appreciate the volunteers who came out to protect

our native flora by giving them room to grow. Your hard work

is definitely appreciated by our staff, not to mention the countless
bluebells, spring beauties, trilliums, marsh buttercups, and violets
among others which live in the these woods.

This is a beautiful and peaceful site that needs someone to protect it
and seed it. This is a great opportunity for a volunteer steward.
Please call us if you are interested in more details.

Free Tours: Descriptions and Dates

These tours will begin and end at the Midewin Welcome Center,
located on State Highway 53, two miles north of Wilmington.
Participants should arrive for their tour 15 minutes early to ensure they don’t miss the departure of the
group. Come dressed for the weather, wearing shoes suitable for walking over easy to moderately
uneven ground. Bring water, sun protection, and insect repellant. Cameras and binoculars are
encouraged.

While not required, reservations are encouraged. Leave a message at (815) 423-2170 or email
Lbazan@fs.fed.us. Please leave contact info in case we need to contact you about cancellations or
changes to the tour schedule. More information about tours and other public programs at Midewin is
available at (815) 423-6370 or www.fs.fed.us/mntp/.

There is no charge for Midewin tours this year!

Saturday, May 16

Birds & Bikes, 8 am: Bring your bike and your binoculars for a morning ride
in search of the birds that make Midewin special. Participants must provide
and transport their own bicycle. “Fat tires” are recommended. After a brief

introduction at the Midewin Welcome Center, participants will caravan to the
starting point of the bike tour.

-5-
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Free Tours: Descriptions and Dates, continued:

Saturday, May 16

Midewin Photo Tour, 10 am: Whether you’re an amateur or professional
photographer, use film or prefer digital, bring your camera and capture images of some
of the features that make Midewin so unique. From pioneer cemeteries to bunkers and - e
prairie flowers this tour has something to offer everyone. Participants will drive their . .
own vehicles in a guided auto caravan. A running commentary can be heard over -

each vehicle’s FM radio as the caravan moves along and a number of stops are made | . - -
with short walks to points of interest. Y

Gardening with Prairie Plants, 12:30 pm: Go Native! This new tour will show you how to use native prairie
plants to create a native garden in your own backyard. Offered once each month this tour showcases native
prairie plants.

Saturday, May 23

Ghosts of the Ammunition Plant, 12:30 pm — Why was the largest ammunition plant built here and how did it
operate? This tour features the buildings of the former Elwood Ordnance Plant, and is often led by volunteers
who worked there. The tour includes the location of the 1942 Group Two explosion that killed 48 plant
workers. Public safety concerns prevent access to the interiors of any of the buildings on this tour. This tour
takes approximately three hours. - 5

Lincoln's Boys in Blue, 6:00 pm — Join us on a special Memorial Day Weekend
tour as part of Midewin's bicentennial celebration of Abraham Lincoln's birth. Our
evening tour will visit several of Midewin's historical cemeteries, the final resting
place of some of Lincoln's boys in blue.

Saturday, May 30

Birds West, 8:00 am — These tours are held during the breeding and migration seasons of the grassland and
wetland birds that frequent Midewin. Topics include the natural history and habitat needs of Midewin’s birds,
with an emphasis on observation and photography. This program will last approximately 2.5 hours. The
routes traveled alternate between Midewin’s east and west units, expanding the variety of habitats explored
and birds that may be sighted.

Butterfly/Spider Walk, 10:00 am — Butterflies are fun to watch, but they are

also indicators of ecosystem health. Join some of Midewin’s volunteer
butterfly monitors as they take you butterfly watching and discuss their jobs
as part of Midewin’s ecological monitoring program.

Also learn a new activity at Midewin: spider watching can be as
interesting as bird or butterfly watching. Your guide will teach you how to find
spiders in their habitats and how to identify them by their webs and behavior.
You'll be using a new brochure that is available at the Midewin Welcome
Center, "Spider Watching at Midewin."

Prairie Farmer, 12:30 pm — People are as much a part of the prairie as the plants and animals. Their stories
are an important part of the Midewin story. This tour will introduce you to the cultural heritage of the prairie,
from Native Americans and early settlers to the Prairie Farmers who were here when the US Army purchased
the land for a munitions plant. Come learn about the home life, school, church and community of the Prairie
Farmer.

-6-
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Midewin has a variety of volunteer opportunities year round, come and
find one that fits Your style or feel free to offer Your own hobby:

Environmental Education
Mighty Acorn nstructor
Welcome Center Host
nterpreter/Ambassador
Trail maintenance |
Construction |
Woodworking :

Pratrie planting 11 =

Seed cleaning
Seed harvest
Herbarium assistant

Ecological Monitoring
Cemetery maintenance
wvasive control
Research
Landscaping
@, Bt . Office Assistant

s Ul Ay mesign
U0/ i Bhotography

Editing documents
oval H’Lstowd Recorder
Awnd more...

To unsubscribe to this newsletter please contact Allison Hedden at 815.423.2149 or use this link. 1 will also
welcome any articles you would like to submit. mailto:ahedden@fs.fed.us?subject=unsubscribe me

please




Will County Earth Day
May 17, 2009
Historic Dellwood Park, Lockport

Directions: One Mile South of 159" (Rte 7/Renwick) on Archer Ave/ Rte 171,
Left into park to Earth Day Event.

Time 10-4 — Free

Live Speakers including “Environment IL & NEIS-
Entertainment- Dave DiNaso’s Traveling World of Reptiles
“Overman” Band - Frisbee Golf, Relay Races, Fly Fishing Clubs,
Nature Walks w/Morton Arboretum; over 70 exhibitors,
Educational & Fun for ALL!

Learn about Solutions to your Carbon Footprint, Nuclear Energy, Toxic Consumer
Prods, Radon Indoor Air Quality, Private Wells & Groundwater, Horticulture,
Conservation, Health and related topics that protect your quality of life, family, home,
community and our environment.

~BRING YOUR new or old Electronics, Cell Phones, Eyeglasses,

Shoes & Bikes for the needy or for Recycling!
Kids Bring your Earth Day or Science Projects!

Check out Hybrid & Electric Cars Raffles & Food Games, Live Music & Morel!

Bring your family, bikes, and appetites FREE T-shirts while supplies last)

IT'S NOT TOO LATE TO SET UP YOUR ENVIRO EXHIBIT & EARTH FRIENDLY VENDORS ARE WELCOME!!
Call for details

Hosted by Citizens Against Ruining the Environment -C.A.R.E. P.O. Box 536, Lockport, IL 60441 Ellen
815.834.1611 or Carol 815.838.1483 carelockport@usa.com www.willcountycare.org

Sponsors include: Times Weekly, Chevron, Material Service, LTHS Interact Club, Waste Mgt, Chiro One Wellness
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