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 Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
 Winter Welcome Center Hours 8 am-4:30 pm (Mon-Fri) 

30239 South State Route 53 
 Wilmington, IL 60481 

Phone: 815-423-6370 
                                 Midewin Meadowlark Messenger, Jan 2009          http://www.fs.fed.us/mntp 

 
 
Here’s what the bird is bringin’ 
☆ Calendar of Volunteer Workdays and Events for January 

☆ Wild things Conference: Registration Required 

☆ Midewin invited to Bald Eagle Festival at Starved Rock 
 

☆ Calendar of Volunteer Workdays and Events for January 2009  
 
Date and Day Time Meeting Location Activities 
14 January  
Wednesday 

9:30 am  
OR 
3:00 pm 

Midewin SO (Welcome 
Center) 

Mighty Acorns Instructor Training.   
Learn to lead nature activities for kids 
 

14 January  
Wednesday 

10:00 am – 
3:00pm 

Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

Cleaning seed and planting seed in flats. 

15 January  
Thursday 

7:00 pm Midewin SO (Welcome 
Center) 

Lecture Series 1 of 10: Evening With a Ranger by 
Chelsea Muise, Environmental Ed. Specialist 

16 January  
Friday 

10:00 am – 
3:00pm 

Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

Cleaning plug trays and tools.  Mixing bins of 
soil. 

17 January 
Saturday 

8:00 am –  
4:00 pm 

Brookfield Zoo 
Discovery Center 

Herbicide Training 
Must register with Karen Tharp, VSN Coordinator, by 
phone at 866-VSN-LINE (876-5463) or email at 
ktharp@tnc.org by Friday, January 9  
1-2 weeks delivery for training materials prior to 
training 

24 January  
Saturday 

9:00 am – 
2:30pm 

Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

Brush Clearing; if the weather is too wet or 
windy, we’ll be cleaning or planting seed – please 
call ahead. 

28 January  
Wednesday 

10:00 am – 
3:00pm 

Midewin SO 
(Horticulture Bldg) 

Cleaning seed and planting seed in flats. 

 
For more information about the workshops or events listed or to RSVP contact Allison Hedden, 
Volunteer Coordinator at 815-423-2149 or ahedden@fs.fed.us.   
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Knowing how many volunteers will attend a workday allows Midewin staff to better organize the workday, and 
we can inform you of any changes.  Workdays may be cancelled if extreme weather occurs (again, please call 
ahead).  If you plan on staying for the entire workday, please bring your lunch.  As always, Midewin will 
provide tools, safety gear, and water for volunteers.   

Children are welcome, but must be accompanied and supervised by a parent, guardian or chaperones 
(for educational groups).  Volunteer groups are welcome to join our workdays; many hands make for light 
work.  Please do not bring dogs or other pets to workdays.  

Directions to Midewin Headquarters  
To reach the Midewin Headquarters (Supervisor’s Office or SO), exit I-55 at Exit #241; proceed eastwards on 
New River Road for approximately 3½ miles to the State Route 53 intersection.  Turn left (north), and proceed 
northwards for one mile; the Midewin Headquarters is on the right.  Be forewarned; there is considerable road 
construction on I-55 From Weber Road south to I-80; plan for extra delays, or take I-355 to I-80, then I-80 west 
to IL Route 53 (see below). 

If you are coming from the east on I-80, exit at IL Route 53 (Chicago Street), and proceed south 
approximately 12.5 miles; our headquarters will be on the left (east) after Prairie Creek Grain Company (which 
is on the right side of the road).  And there is also construction on IL 53 both north and south of the Midewin 
SO, but our entrance is open. 
 
 

Directions to the River Road Seed Beds: 
Exit I-55 at Exit #241; proceed eastwards on New River Road for approximately 1¼ 
miles; the entrance to the seed bed area is on the left (north) side of the road, at the 
Boathouse Road intersection.  Proceed north on the access road to the parking area.  Be 
aware that there is construction on I-55. 

If coming from the east, access New River Road from State Route 53; this 
intersection is approximately 12 miles south of I-80, one mile past the Midewin 
Supervisor’s Office, or 1¼ miles north of Wilmington.  Proceed west on New River Road 
for 2¼ miles, the entrance to the seed beds will be on the right (north) side of the road, at 
the Boathouse Road intersection.  Proceed north on the access road to the parking area. 
There will be workday signs along New River Road.  We will meet at the picnic tables 
under the large tree in the center of the seed beds. 
  

 

☆ Wild things Conference: Registration Required 
 

Wild Things, a Chicago Wilderness Conference for People and Nature 
Saturday, February 7, 2009  

8:30a – 4:30p 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

 
 
Wild Things will feature the region's best conservationists in a variety of large and small-group sessions drawn 
from real-life experiences with everything from the nitty gritty of habitat management, botany, and zoology to 
advocacy, education, art, culture, history and backyard and neighborhood ecology. From the technical to the 
interactive, this will be a great day for anyone who likes nature, gardening, conservation, restoration or who 
cares about the environment.  
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☆ Wild things Conference continued… 
 
Doug Ladd, Director of Conservation Science, Missouri Field Office of The Nature Conservancy, will be the 
keynote speaker and share his reflections – inspirational, humorous, and a little philosophical – from his many 
years of experience in natural areas management. 
  
Early registration cost is $27; early registration is now open and end on January 24.   
Registration and conference information can be found on the Habitat Project web site at 
www.habitatproject.org. For questions, contact chicagowildthings@yahoo.com or tel. 847-328-3910 ext. 21 
 
 

☆ Midewin invited to Bald Eagle Festival at Starved Rock 
The Bald Eagle Watch 2009 is presented by Illinois Audubon Society and Illinois Waterway Visitor 
Center.  Join us on the weekend of January 24 and 25 at the Starved Rock Lodge and Illinois 
Waterway Visitor Center anytime from 9am to 5pm.  Midewin has been invited to present a nature 
program about the special bird watching opportunities here because of the open space and natural 
areas that some threatened birds need.  We will also have an informational booth set up and we 
gladly invite volunteers to take on a shift as a Midewin ambassador.  Please contact us if you are 
interested.  There are many other activities and presentations for all ages such as: 
 
-Raptor Awareness Program with a live bald eagle presented by World Bird Sanctuary  
-Photos with “Sam” the Bald Eagle mascot 
-Live Eagle Program presented by Illinois Raptor Education Center 
-Native American Eagle Dancer  
-Face painting  
-Children’s activities with prizes 
-Suet Feeder Make-n-Take  
-High power scopes available for eagle viewing opportunities 
 
There is no admission fee for these activities and food is available all day.  For more information 
including eagle numbers at Starved Rock Lock & Dam call the Illinois Waterway Visitor Center at 
(815) 667-4054.  Hope to see you there. 
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See you soon at some winter activities here at Midewin. 
 

Midewin has a variety of volunteer opportunities year round, come and 
find one that fits your style or feel free to offer your own hobby: 
 
Environmental Education 
Mighty Acorn Instructor 
Welcome Center Host 
Interpreter/Ambassador 

Trail maintenance 
Construction 
Woodworking 

Prairie planting 
Seed cleaning 
Seed harvest 

Herbarium assistant 

 
Ecological Monitoring 
Cemetery maintenance 

Invasive control  
Research 

Landscaping 
Office Assistant 

Art/Design 
Photography 

Editing documents 
Oral History Recorder 

And more…
 
 

 
To unsubscribe to this newsletter please contact Allison Hedden at 815.423.2149 or use this link.  I will also 
welcome any articles you would like to submit. mailto:ahedden@fs.fed.us?subject=unsubscribe me 
please                  


