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PrairiePlanChapter1.pdf

Purpose of the Land and Resource Management Plan

This introductory chapter of the Prairie Plan contains most of the legal references but also provides the first background about Midewin.  Note especially sections:

1.10 Location,

1.11 Description,

1.12 Summary of the Analysis of the Management Situation,

1.13 Management Challenges, and

1.14 Management Opportunities.

PrairiePlanChapter2.pdf
Prairie Wide Direction – Desired Condition, Goals, Objectives

Details the specific goals for Midewin developed through the environmental impact statement and public involvement.

PrairiePlanChapter3.pdf

Management Area Prescriptions

Midewin is divided among two Management Areas.  

Management Area 1 – Prairie Ecosystem Restoration.  In addition to specific desired conditions for habitat restoration, see section 3.2.1.i through k for visitor activities allowed in these areas.
Management Area 2 – Administrative and Developed Recreation Sites.  See section 3.3 for the desired future conditions within these areas.

PrairiePlanMaps2002.pdf (8.4mb)

The eight maps that illustrate the Midewin Land & Resource Management Plan (aka The Prairie Plan) developed over five years with public involvement and completed in 2002.

MidewinThematicDesignGuidelines.pdf (1.62mb)

The national Built Environment Image Guide (BEIG) was developed for the U.S. Forest Service by OZ Architecture and published in 2001.  The BEIG (http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/programs/beig/) has been instrumental in the implementation of the Forest Service’s mission to enhance the quality of Forest Service facilities by being the guide for future design of the built environment on all Forest Service land throughout the U.S.  OZ Architecture developed new design guidelines, including architecture, site planning, and landscape, as well as graphic and sustainable design.  Week-long interactive workshops were held for each of the five U.S. Forest Service regions to address natural and cultural context and sustainable design strategies appropriate to each region.  The BEIG addresses not just aesthetics but environmental costs, energy use, and waste products.  For example, the BEIG recommends recycling buildings, using recycled materials in new construction and employing alternative energy sources.  The BEIG also calls for healthier workplaces and visitor areas that enjoy natural light and scenic vistas.
Following the U.S. Forest Service National Design Guidelines, OZ also developed the site-specific Midewin Thematic Design Guidelines (2000) to restore 15,080 acres of farm and industrial land to native tallgrass prairie.  Sustainable design forms the foundation of these guidelines, and is the philosophy that reflects the identity and mission of the Forest Service.  This project won a Merit Award, AIA, Colorado North Chapter, 2000.

Both projects: David Carson, Rick Peterson – Principal in Charge, OZ Architecture.
Midewin Interpretive Master Plan, 2002.

Public Ecologies at Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie, Ellen Grimes, 2008

http://www.vanalen.org/html/03_2008_EllenGrimes.php
[image: image1.jpg]Public Ecologies
e e g e





"Explore nature as a work in progress at Midewin," by Barbara Brotman, Chicago Tribune, 8/14/08

http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/lifestyle/explore/chi-midewin-outdoors-0814aug14,0,2494045.column
Excellent and most current assessment of the recreation experience at Midewin.
"All aflutter," by Dawn Aulet, Herald News, 8/26/08

Feature story about the pollinator programs sponsored by Midewin on site and in Chicago.
“From Bullets to Birds,” by Tony Hiss, from Disarming the Prairie, by Terry Evans, 1998.
Excellent explanation of the operation of the former Joliet Arsenal as a GOCO – Government Owned Contractor Operated – facility.
“Weekend Explorer: Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie,” by Christopher Johnson, Chicago Wilderness magazine, Summer 2008.
http://www.chicagowildernessmag.org/issues/summer2008/itw_midewin.html
"Prairie Scouts: Midewin for Kids urges kids to explore nature," by Anna Tesauro, SouthtownStar, 7/16/08.
