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Watershed restoration projects within the Upper Pit River Watershed have been ongoing for the past ten years. The Alliance was recently formed to strengthen individual efforts in restoring watersheds in the Upper Pit Drainage.  It is a collaborative, non-regulatory group of private and public interests that want to enhance water quality and aquatic habitat in the Pit River Watershed.   The North Cal-Neva Resource Conservation & Development Area provides oversight.  This area includes four Natural Resource and Conservation Service Districts; Lake, Modoc, Lassen, Shasta, and Siskiyou County Boards; and lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service, U.S. Wildlife and Fisheries Service. Most of the area is within California Congressional District 2. The Alliance is working to identify key, mutual priorities for the next five years.
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A view of the Modoc National Forest Upper Pit River

Restoration and Enhancement Project.
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MISSION


Foster partnerships that achieve integrated long-term cultural, economic, and environmental health of the watershed through active community participation.
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Restoration priorities





Restoration over the next five years








Working with partners





Wetland recovery was accomplished in partnership with Ducks Unlimited enhance existing wetlands on the Modoc National Forest that annually produce more than 3,500 Canada geese and 10,000 ducks.





Modoc National Forest is implementing a 5-year action plan of specific watershed restoration and enhancement projects on 510,000.  Activities include riparian enhancement, grazing management, thinning and prescribed fire, road obliteration, wildlife habitat enhancement, and aspen regeneration and wetland development.  We are working to:





Develop education around the watershed


Comprehensively assess Watersheds 


Monitor results using a common database 


Securing funding for restoration projects


Implement ‘ready to go’ restoration, such as the  Modoc National Forest Upper Pit River Watershed Restoration and Enhancement Project.








Situated in northeastern California, near the Oregon and Nevada borders, the Upper Pit River Watershed is over 3 million acres in size.  It supplies almost 20% of the water to the Sacramento River. The watershed is vital to the culture, environment, and economics of the State of California.  








Restoration Action in our First Year





600 acres of prescribed fire to reduce risk of catastrophic fires


5,000 acres of vegetation treatment to reduce fuels, improve wildlife habitat and forest health.


40 miles of road obliteration


350 acres of wetland nesting 


45 nesting islands 


Reconstructed existing dams 





Upper Pit River Watershed Alliance








Restore over 10,000 acres of riparian habitat


Implement new grazing strategies on 26 allotments


Restore and monitor over 300 seeps and springs


Rejuvenate 600 acres of aspen


Enhance 1200 acres of wetlands


Obliterate over 42 miles of roads


Treat over 40,000 acres with fire and mechanical means





The Partners  


North Cal-Neva Resource Conservation and Development Area, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Lake, Modoc, Lassen, Shasta, and Siskiyou County Boards, USDA Forest Service, BLM, USFWL, Ducks Unlimited, Inc., private landowners





For More information contact:  Project Coordinator Randall Sharp, 530,233-8848, rsharp@fs.fed.us








Upper Pit River Watershed
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