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The restoration and protection of the Upper south Platte Watershed is critical to downstream water users.  Over 80% of the water supply for over 1.5 million people in the Denver metropolitan area is delivered through this watershed.  This river is classified as a “gold medal water” and is nationally known as an outstanding fishery that attracts thousands of fisherman yearly.  Overall recreation use in the area is estimated at over 2,000,000 visitor days.  The current forested and developed environments are susceptible to catastrophic fire events.  The 1996 fire and flood events severely degraded water quality and damaged water treatment and storage facilities, and the fire in 2000 destroyed 51 homes.  The subprojects are designed to make the Upper South Platte Watershed more sustainable in the future. 
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PARTNERS

Restoration and protection activities are generally guided and coordinated by the Upper South Platte Steering committee that consists of the USDA Forest Service, Colorado State Forest Service, Denver Water, USDI Geological Survey, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Environmental Protection Agency, and the Upper South Platte Protection Association. 
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PROGRESS TO DATE:

· Mechanical treated 200 acres on Denver Water land (December – April 2000)

· Rehabilitated 25 miles of unclassified roads (April 2000)

· Public education in newsletters, meetings, and news paper articles

· Prepared Prescribed Burn Plan for 1,200 acres

· CSFS foresters began working with private landowners within the Lower Elk Creek Management Unit and nearby subdivisions to develop and implement fire protection measures


FUNDING: The estimated total cost of this project is $12 million over a five-year period. The partners will fund most project costs. However, they will also seek other funding sources. 

 Total Funding  = $2.3M
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For more information please contact Fred Patten at (303) 275 – 5641 or fpatten@fs.fed.us; Dave Hessel at (303) 635 – 1597 or dhessel@lamar.colostate.edu



UPPER SOUTH PLATTE WATERSHED


PROTECTION AND RESTORATION PROJECT








MISSION


Protect water quality for all users


Reduce risks of large catastrophic fires


Reduce risks to human life and property


Create sustainable forest conditions across the landscape


Integrate research, monitoring, and management











The 645,000-acre Upper South Platte River Basin is located south west of Denver, Colorado. This area encompasses large forested areas interspersed with small communities, subdivisions, and homes. The Pike National Forest covers about 525,000 acres, private land about 100,000 acres, Denver Water land about 16,000 acres, and Colorado state land about 4,000 acres within the watershed. 
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