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Restoration over the next decade
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The goals of the partnership are to:





Reduce catastrophic fire danger 


Restore ecological integrity 


Restore bio-diversity of the forest


Improve water quality and water supply 


Create a sustainable economy based on diverse forest products and values.








Rio Peñasco 


Watershed 


Restoration Project











Located in southeastern New Mexico’s third congressional district, the Upper Rio Peñasco is a 120,000-acre watershed that drains into the Pecos River.  Three quarters of the watershed is national forest system land. 











Thinned 1,000 acres of small diameter trees


Reduced stand density through 400 acres of commercial timber sales 


Replaced 4 culverts, resurfaced road spots, and improved drainage ditches 


Prepared documentation for 2,000 acres to allow prescribed fire and 1,100 acres of pre-commercial thinning 
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Prepared documentation for thinning 244 acres in the adjacent Cloudcroft West area


Established a slash disposal pit for use by individuals thinning on private lands 


Delivered seminars and held a community-based partnership workshop 


Produced a business plan 


Hired a project design team leader 





Restoration Action





At left:  This is a photo of 


Cox Canyon circa 1925 after being logged in 1903.  Below is the same site in 1995.  The Rio Peñasco Project is seeking an ecological balance between these two watershed conditions.





Several communities and many permanent and seasonal residential subdivisions are located here. The watershed is home to a unique mix of rare and endemic plant, reptile, insect and bird species that have special Federal or State status, including the Mexican spotted owl.  Past use of resources, especially fire prevention activities, have contributed to current watershed conditions, which include reductions in surface water availability, poor water quality, increases of invasive non-native plants, and unhealthy forests at high risk for catastrophic wildfire events and insect and disease infestations.








Develop fuels reduction and water quality improvement projects 


Strengthen and expand the partnership.


Leverage funds to accomplish mutual goals.


Explore new ways to commercially use small diameter trees that are the byproducts of restoration.





Our Partners: The Natural Resource Conservation Service, South-Central Mountain Resource and Development Council, Village of Cloudcroft, Robin Hood and Cloud Country Homeowners Associations, EPA, State of New Mexico, Division of Forestry, Modular Energy Corporation 





For more information, contact:  Ron Hannan, 505-434-7200; rhannan@fs.fed.us





The Rio Peñasco Partnership addressing the needs of the people who depend on the watershed for both social and economic reasons.  Working together is key to solving difficult environmental and social issues.  We want healthy watersheds because they are our homes too. 








Why partner?
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The USDA Forest Service’s Lincoln National Forest in New Mexico has embarked on a large-scale, community-based partnership to restore the Upper Rio Peñasco watershed.  Local and regional interests that have a stake in the protection and sustainable use of the forest will lead this partnership.  





MISSION


Restoring a safe and healthy watershed in the Upper Rio Peñasco.





Our Vision
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Total Funding = $1.32M
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