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· Home to more than 90 fish species. 12 Federally listed species of fish and mussels.  

· Historically, 42 species of freshwater mussels, 25 species still exist. Estimated that only 1% of original population remains. 

· Category 1 priority watershed in the state’s Unified Watershed Assessment. 
· 18 miles of the river and 54 miles of the tributaries are on Georgia’s List of Impaired Waters for fecal, metal, toxic chemical, sediment, and nutrients. 

· Most sensitive species are downstream from the national forests, characterized by slower gradients, lower elevation, limestone geology, and thicker streambed substrates than the headwaters.

· One-third of the summer flow taken in vicinity of Dalton, Ga., for carpet production.

Conasauga River Alliance - Community-Based, Citizen-Led Coalition Improving the Conasauga River Watershed

· Conasauga River Alliance formed in 1995 after a $200,000 USDA Ecosystem-based Assistance Study.

· Key leadership provided by Limestone Valley RC&D, and NRCS. EPA and Ga EPD grants fund the Alliance staff. 
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Approximately $700,000 spent by partners other than the Forest Service in the watershed in past 4 years. 

· Alliance consists of more than 30 agencies and private organizations including Univ. of Tennessee, Univ. of Georgia, Ga/Tn State Foresters, Trout Unlimited, Conservation Fisheries Inc., Auburn Univ., Dalton Utilities, Tennessee Aquarium Research Institute, National Wild Turkey Federation, SE Tn RC&D, Farm Service Agency, Pacific Rivers Council, The Nature Conservancy, Georgia Forest Watch, US Fish and Wildlife, Dalton-Whitfield Solid Waste Authority, Georgia Power Corp. Ga/Tn State Wildlife Agencies, ... 

Conservation Education Accomplishments

· Cherokee NF has developed a unique In-Stream Watchable Wildlife Site where hundreds have snorkeled the Conasauga River.
· The Alliance hosted 575 citizens for Conservation Field Days to see watershed stewardship on farms and the Forest.  

· 130 Teachers from 5 states have attended Project W.E.T. workshops and enjoyed in-stream snorkeling sessions. 

· Best management practices and vegetation buffers are installed on private farm lands.   
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An interactive website www.conasuagariver.net helps to communicate the Alliance stewardship messages. 
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    USDA Forest Service Assistance in the Conasauga River Ecosystem Restoration Process
· Facilitated the first Business Plan for the Conasauga River Alliance describing the business of watershed restoration.  

· Built and maintained relationships that improve watershed quality on private and national forest land.

· Established new partnerships with diverse private, nonprofit organizations and other agencies to improve watershed quality on private and national forest land.

· Completed mapping of the Ecological Classification Units on National Forest land within the watershed in association with the Southern Research Station’s Bent Creek Lab. Developed a first approximation to the land type phase level.  Developed ecosystem restoration projects that are appropriate within these units.

· Assisted the Forest Plan revision process to refine descriptions of the desired future conditions of the watershed through the assistance of USFS Research, ecological land classification systems, GIS imagery, public involvement, etc.

· Established rigorous monitoring and evaluation studies of critical management issues with Southern Research Station’s Coweeta Hydrologic Research Lab; e.g. “Ecosystem Responses to Stand Restoration Burning in Oak/Pine Forest Types in the Conasauga River Watershed.”

· Assisted the Conasauga River Alliance in hosting conservation education Field Days, which demonstrate and showcase stewardship on private and national forest land to diverse groups such as teachers, landowners, farmers, recreationists, etc.

· Evaluated sediment sources from the road systems in the upper watershed. Rated those sites according to their relative threats to aquatic systems and prescribe restorative treatments. 

· Rehabilitated, reengineered, or closed problem roads and trails to disconnect sediment from streams.

· Strengthened agency environmental education programs in the watershed by developing and hosting Teacher Workshops. 

· Developed new outreach methods to communicate critical messages of resource stewardship on national forest and private lands.

· Assisted the Conasauga River Alliance in obtaining funds for watershed restoration on private land. 

· Inventoried the Conasauga River physical habitat with Southern Research Station’s Center for Aquatic Technology Transfer.

· Integrated National Forest System and State and Private programs into the watershed so that private landowners, schools, and other eligible groups have access to grants and assistance for rural economic development, environmental education, resource improvements, etc. 

· Completed work started along the Jacks/Conasauga River banks to rehabilitate eroded stream-bank areas and improve the dispersed campsites. 

· Analyzed wilderness and dispersed recreation uses. Making site following the LAC process  needed for riparian stewardship. 

· Made acquisition of lands to protect riparian values through exchanges, purchases, and donations. 










Mission


To promote and coordinate efforts between private citizens and government agencies to maintain and improve the quality of the Conasauga River watershed while protecting landowner rights.
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Conasauga River Alliance, Coordinator, Frank Sagona, 125 Red Bud Rd NE, Ste 7, Calhoun, Ga.  30701       (fjsagona@aol.com)


Chattahoochee National Forest and Cherokee National Forest.    Conasauga River Coordinator, Kent Evans       (kevans@fs.fed.us)











Kent Evans, Conasauga River Coordinator


� HYPERLINK "mailto:kevans@fs.fed.us" ��kevans@fs.fed.us� Cherokee National Forest, Chattahoochee National Forest 
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