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Many ecological assessments have identified the Blue Mountains of eastern Oregon as an area of poor aquatic and forest health where wildfires, forest insect and diseases, and noxious weeds represent serious risks to wildlife, fish, water quality, recreation, and forest resources. 
Social assessments indicate that communities in the Blue Mountains have low social/economic resiliency and are enduring high unemployment due to their historic dependency on natural resources.
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Forest Service Chief Dombeck and Oregon Governor Kitzhaber established the Blue Mountains’ Demonstration Area (BMDA) in 1999 to accelerate watershed restoration at a landscape level in ways that contribute to the economic health of local communities.

The BMDA includes three million acres of private and federal lands.

The project uses a collaborative process to prioritize restoration work based upon subbasin resource assessments and watershed analysis. 

GOALS

· Accelerate forest and watershed restoration resulting in clean, cool water, restored wildlife and fish habitats, and sustainable and diverse forest and grasslands conditions. 

· Contribute to the economic and social health of local communities by providing family-wage jobs.

· Unite ongoing restoration efforts through an integrated and collaborative landscape level restoration strategy that incorporates all land ownerships.

· Evaluate new ideas and transfer knowledge that will benefit other restoration efforts.
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Adaptive Learning
· Evaluation of contracting approaches that facilitated achievement of watershed and community economic goals.

· Development and refinement of subbasin assessment techniques, predictive models, and landscape monitoring approaches.

Project Work.  The BMDA is establishing relationships and processes that will accelerate watershed management in the Blue Mountains and serve as a model for management efforts throughout the interior northwest.  In 2001, coordination will result in significant accomplishments on private as well as federal lands.  Work scheduled for FY 2000 on federal lands included:  

· 91 miles of stream of restoration 

· 85 acres of upland soil and water restoration

· 1,086 miles of road restoration

· 302 miles of trail restoration

· 15,185 acres of forest thinning resulting in approximately 37 MMBF

· 2,695 acres of noxious weed treatments

· 15,715 acres of forest fuels reduction treatments

· 5,076 acres of reforestation

· 18 acres of aspen restoration

· 1,005 acres vegetation restoration, and 5 watershed analyses 

· Local contracting workshops involving over eighty potential contractors

FUNDING – Total Funding = $9.9M
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PARTNERS

Over forty partners are involved in planning and prioritizing projects.  These partners include:

	Grande Ronde Model Watershed*

Union County Commissioners*
Wallowa County Commissioners*

John Day Chamber of Commerce

Wallowa Resources*

Environmental Protection Agency^

National Marine Fisheries Service^

US Fish and Wildlife Service^

USFS National Forest Systems*^

US Army Corps of Engineers*

USFS Research*^
	No. Fk John Day Watershed Council*

Soil & Water Conservation Districts*

Tricounty Noxious Weed Board*

OR. Watershed Enhancement Board*^

Oregon Governor’s Office^

Oregon Dept of Fish and Wildlife*

OR. Dept of Environmental Quality*

Oregon Dept of Forestry*^

Oregon State Univ. Extension*

US Natural Resource Conservation Service*
	Warm Springs Tribe

Nez Perce Tribe*

Umatilla Indian Reservation*

Trout Unlimited

Ducks Unlimited 

The Nature Conservancy*

Oregon Hunters Association

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

National Fish & Wildlife Fndn.

US Bureau of Land Management*^


  *Participating in integrated project planning 
                               ^Members of the State/Federal

 








   Coordination Council 

For More Information

Project Coordinator:  Bob Rainville, 541-962-6537, rrainville@fs.fed.us; or www.fs.fed.us/bluemountains
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MISSION


To promote watershed and community health through innovation and cooperation by accelerating restoration of watershed conditions at a landscape scale and benefiting local communities.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS


DEMONSTRATION AREA





Future Solutions Now—Committed to Watershed and Community Health














FY 2000 ACCOMPLISHMENTS





Collaboration


Unprecedented collaboration between local, state, federal, and tribal cooperators in prioritizing, planning, funding, implementing, and monitoring restoration activities on private and federal lands.


Integration of State, Federal, and Research agencies’ programs of work.  Cooperative completion of subbasin analysis to prioritize watersheds and watershed assessments to identify restoration work across all ownerships.





Demonstration  Watersheds





Malheur, Umatilla, Wallowa- Whitman National Forests





Oregon
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