[image: image2.png]


Bitterroot Watershed Partnership
Hamilton, Montana
Some Key Partners….

· Bitter Root Resource, Conservation and Development Area, Inc.

· Bitter Root Water Forum

· Bitterroot Conservation District

· Bitterroot Environmental Education Partnership

· Montana Audubon 

· National Forest Foundation

· Ravalli County Extension Service

· State of Montana, Bureau of Mines and Geology

· State of Montana, Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

· The Boone and Crocket Club

· Tri-State Water Quality Council

· Trout Unlimited, Bitterroot Chapter

· University of Montana, Environmental Studies 

· USDA Forest Service, Bitterroot National Forest

· USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

· USDI Fish and Wildlife Service, Lee Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge
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The Bitterroot Watershed covers approximately 2,500 square miles of western Montana.  The streams merge below the mountains in the open, dry hills where the water is first exposed to the valley’s farms, ranches and homes. The 60-mile long, free-flowing Bitterroot River defines the watershed’s core.  One by one, the streams join the river in the broad Bitterroot valley, a place defined by small towns, subdivisions, ranchettes, and family farms. 

www.bitterrootwatershed.org
The Partnership
The Bitterroot Watershed Partnership is a collaborative group that supports restoration needs, monitoring and management challenges, community outreach and education opportunities, and positive community and economic development in the Bitterroot Watershed.

The integrity of the Bitterroot watershed is important to all individuals, resident and visitor organizations, and species.  This watershed connects our lives.  Our activities will empower residents with tools and opportunities to restore and sustain the integrity and value of our shared watershed.

Our mission is to invest in the social and environmental capital of the 
Bitterroot Watershed in order to ensure the long-term sustainability of our community and its natural resources.

Key Challenges for the Watershed

· Public Awareness, Involvement and Support

· Water Quality and Quantity

· Rural Residential Development

· Noxious Weeds

· Forest Condition

· Risk to Fisheries

Shared Objectives
· Habitat Conservation and Restoration

· Monitoring and Decision-Making

· Communication and Education

· Community and Economic Development
“The quality of our watershed defines the quality of life we enjoy. 

We are working to enhance both.
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