
Snyder Guard Station Host Position Description 
 

This position is intended for singles or couples. The house is not adequate for couples 
with children. We ask for a years’ commitment, full season (currently, May through 
November). Upon review with the District Recreation staff, there may be an opportunity 
to renew the agreement for additional years. Because of the importance to have a host on 
site, we will not consider applicants that have full time employment elsewhere. (A couple 
may apply where one of the couple intends to assume the hosting responsibilities). We do 
not have storage facilities for private possessions. The house includes appliances and will 
be partially furnished.  

 
1. Hosting 
 

A. Meet the visitor 
The impression visitors have about the Forest Service is often developed 
through host contacts. The host(s) will be presentable and will wear a 
Forest Service uniform. The host(s) will be receptive, helpful, be informed 
and provide accurate information. The host(s) will be available to make 
initial contact with each new party, to greet them and answer any 
questions they may have.  
 

B. Fee Collection Officer 
Host(s) will be responsible for fee collection duties, on-site sales of maps, 
and donation collections. A certification test and bonding will be required. 

 
2. Facilities Maintenance 

A. Cleaning 
1. Rangers house 

a. Check house condition between each group of renters. 
b. Check for damage inside and outside the house. 
c. Clean out refrigerator, check stove, wipe counters, re-fill toilet 

paper, change and wash sheets after each group. Wash 
bedspreads occasionally (once a month) or as needed. 

d. Extensive cleaning will be coordinated with District recreation 
staff. Hosts may be asked to assist. 

                                    e.   When renters use pellet stove, hosts will be sure to check and    
.                                         clean stove. 

 f.    Check for ants, insects, bird damage, rodents. 
2. Group Site (during and after each group)  

a. Check toilet, sweep floors, stock toilet paper, clean seats, wash 
risers, wash floor, deodorize and disinfect daily. 

b. Wash and scrub picnic tables after each group, and if there’s 
been considerable time between groups, BEFORE a new group 
rents. 

c. Clean fire pits, remove trash and ash, after each group. 
d. Rake and smooth graveled surfaces, after each group leaves. 



e. Pick up litter along roads and in campsites and in general area 
after each group leaves.  

f. Maintain signs and information boards as needed.   
3. Toilet within Historic Site 

Check toilet, sweep floors, stock toilet paper, clean seats, wash 
risers, wash floor, deodorize and disinfect daily throughout use 
season. 

4. Cookhouse 
a. Check cookhouse condition after each groups use. 
b. Check for damage inside and outside the cookhouse. 
c. Clean out the refrigerator, wash the stoves, check that the 

dishes are clean, wipe the counters, scrub the picnic tables, and 
remove any left-over food in cabinets. 

d. Sweep floors, mop if necessary.  
e. If pellet stove is used, check and clean. 
f. Turn off hot water heater if cookhouse will not be used for a 

while.  
g. Wash dishtowels and hot pads after each group. 

5. Cabins 
a. Change and wash sheets after each group, wash bedspreads 

occasionally. 
b. Sweep floors and wipe off tables after each group.  
c. Check for bat or rodent droppings.  

 
B. Grounds 
 

1. Water systems 
a. Water sampling and maintenance will be done by District 

Recreation staff. 
b. Hosts will inspect occasionally for leaks and can help keep the 

faucet area clean. 
c. During shoulder seasons, hosts may be required to shut water 

loops on and off, or drain system.   
2. Lawn mowing/watering/maintenance 

a. Hosts will water lawns (move sprinklers) as needed, generally 
several hours a week. 

b. District staff will mow lawns. Hosts could help with the weed 
eating if they want. 

c. Hosts can help with noxious weed removal, not required. 
d. Hosts will help maintain flower beds and planted trees.  

 
C. Garbage Disposal 

 
a. Hosts will be required to take personal garbage to local 

dumpsters or landfill. 



b. Forest Service will provide garbage bags for trash left by 
campers. Should it be too much for the host to handle, the 
Forest service will pick it up.  

D. Plowing and road maintenance. 
Snow plowing and road maintenance work will be handled by contract. 
Snow removal on stairs and pathways will be the responsibility of the 
host. 
 

3. Schedules 
A. Summer 

Initially, the primary use season will be April through the end of 
November, although we expect significant use in March and December. 
Typically rentals are full throughout the summer season. 

B. Winter 
Rentals in the winter will be on a case by case basis, scheduling will be 
confirmed between hosts and District staff.  

 
 
Miscellaneous Skills and Knowledge (hosts are either accomplished or willing to 
learn) 
 
1. “Handyman” skills 

A. Water systems and pumps 
B. Pellet Stoves 
C. Knowledge of small hand and power tools, trimmers, gardening tools, axes, 

carpentry tools.  
 

2. Local and Forest Service history and mission 
A. History of Snyder Guard Station 
B. Forest Service history 
C. Information about Boundary county 
D. Contacts within Forest service and within County 

 
 

 


