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Tape 12 ,  S i d e  1 

B o r n  i n  ' 2 9 .  S a n d p o i n t ,  I d a h o .  
And do any o f  y o u r  f a m i l y  s t i l l  l i v e  i n  n o r t h  I d a h o ?  
Yea. B i g g e s t  s h a r e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  l i v e s  h e r e .  F o l k s  l i v e  
i n  S a n d p o i n t .  They moved i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  ' 2 2 .  
I see.  So y o u r  p a r e n t s  moved i n  1922? 
Yes. 
And y o u ' v e  been l i v i n g  h e r e  e v e r  s i n c e ?  
Hm-hm. 
Where d i d  y o u r  f a m i l y  come f r o m  b e f o r e  y o u  moved t o  . . . ? 
W i s c o n s i n .  
What p a r t  o f  W i s c o n s i n ?  
S u p e r i o r .  
And what  k i n d  o f  work d i d  y o u r  f a t h e r  do b e f o r e  ... ? 
He-he. He s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  f o r  H u m b i r d  Lumber Company, as 
an o v e r h e a d  c r a n e  o p - e r a t o r .  And t h e n  he worked on t h e  
r a i l r o a d ,  and he  worked  P o l e  Company, t h a t  i s  now o u t  o f  
b u s i n e s s  and t h e n  he worked  Diamond. N a t i o n a l  a t  K o o t e n a i ,  
as a  warehouseman and a s  a  brakeman o n  t h e  t r a i n s  t h a t  t h e y  
h a d - - l o g g i n g  t r a i n s .  
What was t h e  r a i l r o a d  company t h a t  he worked f o r ?  
The SI - -Spokane I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  
And, was he a l s o  w o r k i n g  on t h a t  when he worked f o r  Diamond? 
No. He worked  . . . q  u i t  t h e r e  and went  t o  work  f o r  Diamond.  
D i d  t h e y  have  t h e i r  own c a r  s e t - u p - - t r a i n  c a r s ?  
Yes. Diamond, a c t u a l l y ,  was t h e  f i r s t  d i e s e l - e l e c t r i c  
l o c o m o t i v e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  They had t w o  o f  them. And, 
t h e y  h a u l e d  a b o u t  20  c a r  l o a d s  o f  l o g s  a  day,  o u t  o f  
L i g h t n i n g  C r e e k .  R a p i d  L i g h t n i n g .  
Where i s  t h a t  l o c a t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  B o n n e r s  F e r r y ?  
I t l s . . . t h e i r  roundhouse  and t h a t  was o u t  a t  K o o t e n a i  j u s t  
e a s t  o f  S a n d p o i n t .  And, R a p i d  L i g n t n i n g  i s ,  o h  . . .  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  n o r t h e a s t  o f  S a n d p o i n t .  
I s  t h a t  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  
The b u i l  . .. t h e  l a s t  t i m e  I was by  t h e r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  
s t i l l  t h e r e .  
Do you have  any i d e a  when t h a t  s h u t  down? 
When d i d  t h a t  s h u t  down? T r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  i t  was a r o u n d  
' 4 1 .  
When he worked f o r  t h e  l o g  r a i l r o a d ,  w i t h  Spokane 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  what  d i d  h e  do? 



DP: 
DB: 

DP: 

DB: 
DP: 
DB: 
DP: 
DB: 

DP: 

DB: 

DP: 
DB: 

DP: 

DB: 
DP: 

DB: 

DP: 

DB : 
DP: 

DB: 

He was j u s t  s e c t i o n  gang.  
What d i d  he do when he worked  f o r  Diamond I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
what  k i n d  o f  work?  
He was a  warehouseman a t  n i g h t  and brakeman d u r i n g  t h e  day 
t i m e  . 
Have you a l w a y s  ... has y o u r  f a m i l y  a l w a y s  l i v e d  i n  S a n d p o i n t ?  
Yes.  
When d i d  you move up t o  t h e  Bonners  F e r r y  a r e a ?  
A h . . . l e t l s  see. . .1970 I was t r a n s f e r r e d  u p  h e r e .  
And a h  ... j u s t  t o  g i v e  u s  an i d e a ,  what  k i n d  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  
have  you  done? 
M a i n l y ,  most  o f  my l i f e . . . I  s t a r t e d  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  when I 
was 1 6 .  And, s t a r t e d  up a t  P r i e s t  Lake,  worked  t h e r e  
t h r e e ,  f o u r  y e a r s ,  and t h e n  S a n d p o i n t  f o r  a b o u t  1 0  
s e a s o n s - - F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ;  and t h e n  o v e r  a t  T r o u t  Creek ;  Knox 
and  a  c o u p l e  o f  seasons.  Down a t  Magee f o r  t.. . e i g h t  
y e a r s ,  o u t  o f  Coeur d l A l e n e ,  and t h e n  I came u p  h e r e  i n  
' 7 0 .  And, been h e r e  e v e r  s i n c e .  
I see.  I ' m  s u r e  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  y o u  m u s t  have done 
j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  had.  
Yea. 
What a r e  some o f  t h e  j o b s  t h a t  you d i d  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e ?  
I . . . m a i n l y  been i n  f i r e  c o n t r o l ;  I ' v e  worked t i m b e r  c rews ;  
and s c a l i n g ;  l a y o u t  s a l e s .  Worked e n g i n e e r i n g ,  on  
s u r v e y i n g  r o a d s .  The T S I  p l a n t  and s t o c k i n g  s u r v e y s .  
What i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c r u i s i n g ?  
C r u i s i n g  i n v o l v e s ,  l a y i n g  o u t  y o u r  s a l e s  u n i t s  o n  t h e  s a l e  
and t h e n  m a r k i n g  t h e  t i m b e r  f o r  what  you wan t  c u t ,  and 
t h a t .  And t h e n  g o i n g  i n  and m e a s u r i n g  t h e  t r e e s ,  w h e t h e r  
i t ' s  a  random p l o t  o r  f i x e d  p l o t ,  t o  come up w i t h  an 
e s t i m a t e d  volume t h a t  you a r e  gonna l e a v e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  
and  what  y o u ' r e  gonna c u t .  And, used  t o  be  we used  t o  have  
t o  hand c o u n t - - c a l c u l a t e  these ,  and now we r u n  i t  t h r o u g h  
t h e  compu te r .  The c o m p u t e r  comes up w i t h  a l l  y o u r  age 
c l a s s e s  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  now, whereas we n e v e r  b e f o r e .  
What were some o f  t h e  o t h e r  d u t i e s  t h a t  y o u  d i d  w i t h  t h e  
F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  l e t ' s  say  i n  f i r e  c o n t r o l ?  
M a i n l y  f i g h t i n g  f i r e .  S p e n t  mos t  o f  my c a r e e r  f i g h t i n g  
f i r e ,  and t h e n  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  I had t h e  I R  c r e w  o u t  a t  
Coeur  d V A l e n e .  I s t a r t e d  t h a t .  
What does I R  s t a n d  f o r ?  
I n t e r - r e g i o n a l  F i r e  Crew. And, we t r a v e l l e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  
West ,  and A l a s k a .  What I had done. And, we done some 
r e h a b  work  a f t e r  f i r e s ,  p l a n t i n g  g r a s s ,  e r o s i o n  b a r r i e r s ,  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  t h i n g .  And, o f  c o u r s e ,  done a l l  t h e  p a p e r  
work ,  w h i c h  g e t t i n g  t o  b e  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  a g a i n .  
I i m a g i n e ,  i t  s u r e  i s .  OK. You s a y ,  you  d i d  i t  a l l  o v e r  
t h e  West;  how d i d  . . . y  ou s a i d  you  h e l p e d  d e s i g n  t h i s  I R  c rew? 



DP: The one t h a t  t h e y  had  a t  Coeur d t A l e n e ,  yes .  I had t o  
f o r m u l a t e  t h e  t r a i n i n g  package and h i r e  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  and 
e v e r y t h i n g .  

DB: What k i n d  o f  p e r s o n n e l  w o u l d  i t  t a k e  t o  be on  a  c rew l i k e  
t h a t ?  

DP: Those were, were m a i n l y  a b o u t  1 8 ,  19,  20 y e a r  o l d . . . l o t  o f  
'em were c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s ,  y o u ' d  g e t  a  few l o c a l s .  

DB: How many p e o p l e  were o n  t h e  teams? 
DP: 20. 
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And how many teams were t h e r e ?  
L e t ' s  s e e . . . a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  r e g i o n  had n i n e .  S c a t t e r e d  
a r o u n d  t h e  r e g i o n .  
What s t a t e s  d i d  you  work i n ?  
We worked  i n  I d a h o ,  Montana,  Wyoming, U tah ,  Wash ing ton ,  
Oregon,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  A l a s k a ,  New M e x i c o ,  A r i z o n a  and 
C o l o r a d o .  
S p e c i f i a c l l y  i n  I d a h o ,  what  were some o f  t h e  m a j o r  f i r e s  
t h a t  you worked on o v e r  t h e  l a s t . . . ?  
Oh boy .  Worked on  t h e  Sundance, eh. .. 
C o u l d  y o u  ... I ' m  n o t  so  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  y e a r s ,  c o u l d  you? 
T h a t ' s  i n  1967.  B u r n e d  56,000 a c r e s - - r i g h t  o v e r  h e r e ,  
be tween  h e r e  and P r i e s t  Lake.  Ah. Hmm. . . h a v e n ' t  worked o n  
t o o  many m a j o r  ones i n  I d a h o .  Worked on  one i n  A l a s k a ,  was 
t h e  f i r s t  one t h e y  had i n  1 0  y e a r s  up t h e r e - - t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e .  BLM has a  l o t  o f  them up t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  doesn l  t . 
So, you s t a r t e d  i n  ' 4 5  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  r i g h t ?  
Yea. 
Was t h e r e  a  m a j o r  f i r e  t h a t  y e a r  down s o u t h  i n  Coeur  
d l A l e n e ?  
They had t h e  B r u s h  Lake  F i r e  up n o r t h  h e r e .  I was on  
l o o k o u t ,  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  And, ah.  . . I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  
o f  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  t h e y  had t h e  Mann ing  G u l c h  F i r e .  I t  was 
e i t h e r  ' 4 5  o r  ' 4 6 . . . t h a t  1 3  smokejumpers were k i l l e d  on.  
T h a t  was o v e r  i n  Montana i n  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i .  
W e l l ,  t o  g e t  back  a  l i t t l e  b i t  t o  y o u r  e a r l y  y e a r s  i n  
S a n d p o i n t .  Do you remember much a b o u t  t h e  house you l i v e d  
i n ,  i n  S a n d p o i n t ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  house y o u r  p a r e n t s  s t i l l  l i v e  
i n ?  
No. We l i v e d  down on  518 S o u t h  F l o r e n c e .  And t h a t  was 
j u s t  a  s m a l l  house.  N i n e  y o u n g s t e r s .  Ah . .. d u r i n g  t h e  
D e p r e s s i o n ,  n o t  t o o  much work.  
What k i n d  o f  a  house was i t ?  
Oh, t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  About  f o u r  bedrooms b u t  s m a l l ,  s m a l l  
bedrooms. And t h e  l o t  was b i g  enough t o  have a  good g a r d e n  
on.  We had a  g a r a g e  o u t  back  we k e p t  a  cow i n ,  f o r  m i l k .  
Few c h i c k e n s .  
What k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  d i d  you grow i n  t h e  ga rden?  
About  t h e  same t h e y  do now--corn ,  p o t a t o e s ,  and c a r r o t s ,  
peas,  t h i s  k i n d  o f  t h i n g .  
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What ... d i d  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  S a n d p o i n t  have a  name? 
No, i t ' s  j u s t  ... t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  we r e f e r r e d  t o  was t h e  
S o u t h  End and N o r t h  End o f  town.  N o r t h  end  o f  t o w n  was a l l  
company houses- -Humbi rd  Lumber company. 
Were t h o s e  t h e  w o r k e r s  houses?  
T h a t ' s  . . .  t h e y  s t a r t e d  o u t  as w o r k e r ' s  houses  f o r  t h e  
company. And t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  worked  a t  o t h e r  j o b s  and 
t h e y  c o u l d  a f f o r d  i t ,  b o u g h t  i n  t h e  S o u t h  End o f  town.  
They had a  company s t o r e  and  t h e  company houses ,  t h a t  t y p e  
t h i n g .  I t  was a  p r e t t y  b i g  o p e r a t i o n .  
Were many o f  t h e  houses  i n  S a n d p o i n t  l i k e  t h e  house  t h a t  
y o u r  f a m i l y  l i v e d  i n ?  
L o t  o f  t h e  houses a t  t h a t  t i m e  were  b u i l t  s i m i l a r .  
You say  i t  had f o u r  s m a l l  bedrooms, was i t  a t w o  s t o r y  
house? 
No, i t ' s  s i n g l e  s t o r y .  
How were t h e  rooms l a i d  o u t ?  
As you come i n ,  t h e r e  was t h e  l i v i n g  room, o f f  t o  one s i d e  
was t h e  bedroom, and  n e x t  t o  t h a t  was. . . t h e  l i v i n g  room 
wen t  t h e  who le  l e n g t h  . . .p  r e t t y  n e a r  t h e  who le  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
house,  and o f f  o n  t h e  r i g h t  was k i t c h e n ,  and  t h e n  on t h e  
b a c k  was two more bedrooms, t h a t  were added o n  a s  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  were b o r n .  
So i t  was a b o u t  a  s i x  room house? 
T r y i n g  t o  t h i n k .  T h e r e  was o n l y  t h r e e  bedrooms, a t  t h e  
t i m e .  F i v e  room house.  Mos t  o f  them, what  t h e y  d i d ,  t h e y  
j u s t  t o o k  a  s q u a r e  house,  and  t h e n  a s  t h e  f a m i l y  g o t  
b i g g e r ,  t h e y  added on. 
I n  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  were t h e r e  any ... what k i n d s  o f  e t h n i c  
g r o u p s  were l i v i n g  i n  y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  do y o u  remember? 
No t  r e a l l y .  I was 1 0  y e a r s  o l d  when we moved o u t  o f  t h e r e .  
I see. And, t h e n  you  moved t o  a n o t h e r  house i n  S a n d p o i n t  
a r e a ?  
We moved up.  . .up t o  S e l l e ,  n o r t h  o f  S a n d p o i n t ,  up t e n  
m i l e s ,  on  a  f a r m .  
Do you e v e r  r e c a l l  anybody t a l k i n g  a b o u t  what  was i n v o l v e d  
i n  h o m e s t e a d i n g  back  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  say when you  were  a  
b o y  l i s t e n i n g  t o  p e o p l e  t a l k ,  a b o u t  homes tead ing?  
Abou t  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I c a n  remember, a b o u t  
h o m e s t e a d i n g ,  was p e o p l e  g i v i n g  up t h e i r  homestead r i g h t s  
because  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  make a  go on t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  t h e y  
s e l e c t e d .  
When you  say t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  make a  go on i t ,  what  does t h a t  
mean? 
The g r o u n d  was t o o  h a r s h ,  r o c k y  and t h a t  t o  r a i s e  a  g a r d e n ,  
cow and t h a t .  
What k i n d  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s  w o u l d  t h e y  have t o  make o n  t h e  
p r o p e r t y ?  
I c a n ' t  remember. I t h i n k  t h e y  had t o  have a  house and 
c l e a r  f i v e  a c r e s ,  t o  p r o v e  u p  on h o m e s t e a d i n g .  
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And, t h e n  do you remember how l o n g  ... how many y e a r s  t h e y  
had t o  do t h a t ?  
No, I d o n ' t .  
Do you have  any i d e a  how o l d  t h e  house was t h a t  you  l i v e d  
i n  when you  moved i n t o ,  o r  when you  were  b o r n  i n t o  i t ?  
No. 
D i d  t h e  house have a  s t o v e  i n  i t  o r . .  .? 
Wood s t o v e .  
Wood s t o v e .  How a b o u t  w a t e r ,  d i d  i t  have c i t y  w a t e r ?  
T h a t ' s  r u n n i n g  w a t e r .  I t  had  t h e  o l d  wooden w a t e r  m a i n s .  
You remember them f r e e z i n g  and b u s t i n g .  
D i d  H u m b i r d  Lumber Company make t h e  m a i n s ,  o r  do y o u  
remember who d i d  t h a t ?  
No, t h e y  b o u g h t  t h e  ma ins .  They were . .  .I don '  t know t h a t  
t y p e  o f  wood o r  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e y  were  wrapped w i t h  w i r e .  
And, t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  d i g g i n g  them up down t h e r e .  
So, t h e y  s t i l l  have some l e f t ?  
Yea. 
D i d  y o u r . . . y o u  say  y o u r  f a m i l y  had a  b a r n  o u t  i n  b a c k  w i t h  
a  cow, f o r  g e t t i n g  m i l k ,  was t h e r e  any s o r t  o f  r o o t  c e l l a r ?  
No...ah...we had  a  space  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  house t h a t  was a  
r o o t  c e l l a r ,  y o u  see.  
Where d i d  p e o p l e  t a k e  t h e i r  r e f u s e ,  b a c k  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s  o r  
'3Os, say?  
You mean g a r b a g e  and t h a t ?  
Aha. 
They had a  g a r b a g e  p i t  o u t  on P i n e  S t r e e t .  And, u s u a l l y  
you  had a  t r a i l e r  o r  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  t o o k  i t  o u t  w i t h .  
So, you  l i v e  o u t  on  t h e  S o u t h  s i d e ,  I t a k e  i t ?  Was 
e v e r y b o d y  ... w e l l ,  most  f a m i l i e s ,  p r e t t y  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  one 
a n o t h e r ?  
Yea. E v e r y b o d y  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  e v e r y b o d y .  I f  somebody 's  
house b u r n e d  down, why we a l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  and r e b u i l d  t h e  
house.  I f  somebody wan ted  t o  s h i n g l e  a  g a r a g e ,  why t h e y ' d  
buy a  k e g  o f  b e e r ,  and some day t h e y  a l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  and 
t h r o w  t h e  r o o f  o n  i t  and. . .and t h e y ' d  have cheese and 
b e e r .  
Was t h a t  common i n  S a n d p o i n t ,  do you have any i d e a ?  
Yea. I t  was q u i t e  common. I t  was q u i t e  common i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y  t o o .  Where p e o p l e  had t o  t r a v e l .  I c a n  remember 
h o r s e  and buggy,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and p e o p l e  w o u l d  come o v e r  
o n  t h e  weekend and h e l p  t h r o w  up a  b a r n ,  o r  house.  
How b i g  was y o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  b a c k  t h e n ?  How many b l o c k s  
do you  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  have  c o v e r e d ?  I know you  were  p r e t t y  
young when you were  l i v i n g  t h e r e ,  b u t . . . ?  
The S o u t h  End o f  town w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  c o v e r . . . t h e  o u t s k i r t s  
o f  t own  was j u s t  one b l o c k  wes t  o f  u s  and i t  w e n t . . . a b o u t  
n i n e  b l o c k s  e a s t .  
And what  was t h e  a d d r e s s  a g a i n ,  I ' m  s o r r y ?  
518 S o u t h  F l o r e n c e .  
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S o u t h  F l o r e n c e ?  
Yea. 
What . .. i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  where w o u l d  t h a t  be? 
T h a t  wou ld  be  t o  t h e .  . . t h e  w e s t .  
And s o u t h ?  
S o u t h w e s t .  Yea. 
Were t h e r e  any p e o p l e  t h a t  had s p e c i a l  c r a f t s  i n  y o u r  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  t h a t  you  c a n  remember l i k e  b l a c k s m i t h  o r . . . ?  
No. A t  t h a t  t i m e  e v e r y b o d y  done a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  
e v e r y t h i n g .  I c a n  remember t h e  b l a c k s m i t h s  f o r  Diamond 
N a t i o n a l .  And t h e r e  was o t h e r s . . . l i k e  D r y e r ' s  dad was a  
b l a c k s m i t h .  
Were t h e r e  any t a x i d e r m i s t s  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
No. 
How a b o u t . . . l e t l s  see. . .any  b o o t m a k e r s  o r  anybody l i k e  t h a t  
a r o u n d ?  
T h e r e  you had  t h e  shoeshops downtown. D i c k  R o e s h a l t  was i n  
b u s i n e s s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  H i s  boy  h a s  g o t  t h e  shop now. I 
was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k ,  t h e r e  was a  c o u p l e  o t h e r s ,  i n  town.  
D i d  y o u r  f a m i l y  go t o  c h u r c h ,  a t  a l l ?  
No t  t o o  much. I went  t o  L u t h e r a n  c h u r c h  when we l i v e d  i n  
town .  
I s  t h a t  t h e  German L u t h e r a n  Church?  
You c a n ' t ,  y o u  c a n t t . . . I  c o u l d n ' t  p r o v e  i t .  Mom and dad  
were  s o  busy ,  b u t  t h e y  n e v e r  d i d  go. 
Do you  remember w h i c h  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  were.. .seemed t o  be  
m o s t  common i n  S a n d p o i n t ,  i n  t h e  ' 3 0 s ?  
L u t h e r a n s ,  C a t h o l i c s .  C a n ' t  remember t h e  name; t h e r e  was 
one C h r i s t i a n  Church .  B u t  I c a n 1  t.. . t h e r e  was s o m e t h i n g  
b e f o r e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n .  
Where d i d  t h e  k i d s  go  t o  s c h o o l ,  i n  t h e  '3Os? 
They had t h e  ... t h e y  had a  g r a d e  s c h o o l  r i g h t  i n  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  c a l l e d  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  S c h o o l .  I t ' s  s t i l l  
b e i n g  used.  A h . . . t h e  F a r m i n  S c h o o l  o u t  n o r t h  was b e i n g  
u s e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s t i l l  b e i n g  used .  No, t h e  F a r m i n  was 
t o r n  down. The new F a r m i n  i s  o u t ,  a h . .  . 
Yes s i r .  
H e l l o .  Yes, c o u l d  you g i v e  me some i n f o r m a t i o n  p l e a s e ?  
Hm-hm. 
I s  t h e r e  any. . .  
(BREAK I N  TAPE) 
We t h a n k  you.  
Y o u ' r e  welcome. 
S p e a k i n g  o f  c a b i n s .  What a r e  some o f  t h e  o l d  c a b i n s  t h a t  
w o u l d  be a r o u n d  t h i s  a r e a ?  
West F o r k  was b u i l t ,  I t h i n k . . . O s b o r n  C e n t e r  was b u i l t  
a r o u n d  '27 ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  
So, t h a t ' s  a  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  s o r t  o f  a n  o u t  
s t a t i o n ?  
W e l l ,  we j u s t  use i t  f o r ,  snow c o u r s e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r .  To 
r u n  snow d e p t h  and w a t e r  c o n t e n t ,  and t h a t  on  i t .  
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A r e  t h e r e  any o t h e r  o l d  c a b i n s  a r o u n d ?  
T h e r e ' s  t h e  o l d  l o o k o u t s .  We have one o n  B u r t o n ,  one o n  
R u s s e l l ,  one on Ruby R i d g e ,  two s t e e l  t o w e r s  l e f t - - W e s t  
F o r k  and  S a d d l e  M o u n t a i n .  
When were  t h e s e  a l l  b u i l t ?  I n  what g e n e r a l  t i m e  p e r i o d ?  
The o l d  l o o k o u t s ,  were b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e  C days ,  
m a i n l y .  T h e y ' r e  l o g  c a b i n  t y p e .  B u i l t  f r o m  ' 2 9  t o  a b o u t  
' 3 6 ,  i n  t h e r e  o r  ' 3 4 .  The t w o  s t e e l  t o w e r s  were  e r e c t e d  
t o w a r d s  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  ' 4 0 s .  T h e y ' r e  b o t h  90  f o o t .  
To g e t  back  t o  when you  were  a  boy  i n  S a n d p o i n t .  What were 
t h e  s t o r e s  t h a t  p e o p l e  commonly went  t o  b a c k  t h e n ,  d i d  t h e y  
have  t h e .  . . s t i l l  have t h e  H u m b i r d  S t o r e .  
Yea, t h e  ... I c a n ' t  remember what  y e a r  t h e y  c l o s e d  H u m b i r d  
down. B u t  I c a n  v a g u e l y  remember t h e  company s t o r e .  I t ' s  
where  t h e  r o l l e r  r i n k  i s  now. And, t h e n  t h e r e  was some 
o t h e r  m a r k e t s  on M a i n  S t r e e t  down t h e r e .  The Economy 
G r o c e r y ,  seems l i k e  i t ' s  been t h e r e  e v e r  s i n c e  I c a n  
remember.  
What k i n d  o f  c l o t h e s  d i d  p e o p l e  wear f o r  work  c l o t h e s ,  do 
y o u  remember? The l o g g e r s ?  
I n  W i n t e r t i m e  i t  was a l l  w o o l .  E v e r y t h i n g  was 
w o o l - - s h i r t s ,  p a n t s .  I c a n ' t  remember t o o  much a b o u t  
Summer. I t  seemed t o  me t h a t  some o f  them wore b i b  
o v e r a l l s ,  and  some o f  them wore L e v i  t y p e  p a n t s .  B u t  t h e y  
s t a g g e d  them. They were  a l l  s t a g g e d  on t o p  o f  t h e i r  b o o t s .  
How t a l l  were  t h e i r  b o o t s ?  
Mos t  g e n e r a l l y  e i g h t  i n c h .  E i g h t  t o  1 0  i n c h .  Once i n  a  
w h i l e ,  on t h e  r i v e r  y o u ' d  r u n  i n t o  a  1 2  i n c h  b o o t .  I d o n ' t  
know why t h e y  wore a  h i g h e r  b o o t  on t h e i r  d r i v e s .  
How a b o u t  when you  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  w h a t  
was a  t y p i c a l  day l i k e ,  when you were  1 6  and y o u  s t a r t e d  
w o r k ?  
Oh, we s t a r t e d  o u t  w o r k i n g  t r a i l s ,  b e f o r e  we went  on  t h e  
l o o k o u t .  T y p i c a l  day w o u l d  b e - - g e t  up  a b o u t  s i x  i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g ,  e a t  b r e a k f a s t ,  go t o  work on t r a i l ,  c u t  t h e  l o g s  
o u t  and b r u s h ,  and g e t  b a c k  i n  ... oh,  a r o u n d  f i v e .  I f  y o u  
were  c l o s e  t o  f i n i s h i n g  a  t r a i l  you m i g h t  s t a y  o u t  and 
f i n i s h  i t  and g e t  i n  a t  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  a t  n i g h t .  W i t h  t h e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  someday, i t  was r a i n i n g  y o u ' d  s t a y  i n  camp. 
On l o o k o u t ,  t y p i c a l  d a y - - g e t  u p  a b o u t  d a y l i g h t ,  b r e a k f a s t ,  
wash t h e  d i s h e s ,  go a f t e r  w a t e r ,  wash windows,  f l o o r s ,  
r e a d ,  and w h i l e  y o u ' r e  d o i n g  t h a t  y o u ' r e  l o o k i n g  a r o u n d  
c o n s t a n t l y .  And t h e n  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  you  g e t  o n  t h e  phone 
and  t a l k  t o  j u s t  a b o u t  any d i s t r i c t  y o u  wanted.  They 
c a n . . . a l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  were t i e d  t o g e t h e r ,  t h r o u g h  
s w i t c h b o a r d s .  
What was t h e  p r e f e r r e d  j o b ,  o f  t h o s e  two?  
I l i k e d  t r a i l  wo rk .  T r a i l  wo rk ,  t e l e p h o n e  work .  P r o b a b l y ,  
t o  me i s  s t i l l  t h e  b e s t  j o b  I e v e r  had.  
D i d  you e v e r  work  f o r  a  p r i v a t e  l o g g i n g  company? 
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I sawed a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  i n  t h e  woods. And, t h e n  
i n  ... d u r i n g  t h e  W i n t e r ,  why I worked  down h e r e  p a c k o v e r  on 
t h e  g r e e n  c h a i n .  F o r  a  w h i l e .  
You d i d  what?  
Worked on t h e  g r e e n  c h a i n - - p a c k o v e r .  
What were you  d o i n g ?  
P u l l i n g  l u m b e r  and s t a c k i n g .  
Would  t h a t  have  been p u l l i n g  i t  f r o m  t h e  m i l l  as  i t ' s  
c o m i n g  o u t ?  
Yea. T h e r e ' s  two t y p e s  o f  g r e e n  c h a i n s .  You have  one 
where  i t  comes o f f  and you  have  t o  s t a n d  t h e r e  and p u l l  i t  
o f f  t h e  c h a i n .  L P 1 s  g o t  t h a t  t y p e .  P a c k o v e r l s  g o t  a  d r o p  
c h a i n ,  where t h e  s o r t e r  t h r o w s  i t  i n  s l o t s  and i t  comes o u t  
and  i t  d r o p s  o f f  o n  t h e  s k i d s - - t o  s i z e .  And you  c a n  l e t  
t h e  s k i d s  b u i l d  up  and t h e n  go o v e r  and s t a c k  y o u r  l u m b e r .  
You g e t  y o u r  s k i d  b a c k  down and t h e n  go t o  a n o t h e r  s k i d .  
And, i t  t a k e s  l e s s  p e o p l e .  On t h e  s o r t i n g  t y p e  g r e e n  c h a i n  
t h e n  i t  does one t h a t  d o e s n ' t  s o r t .  
When you were w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  l o g g i n g  camps as  a  sawyer ,  u p  
h e r e  a r o u n d  Bonners  F e r r y . .  . i s  t h a t  where you  worked? 
I n e v e r  d i d  s t a y  i n  camp. I worked be tween  h e r e  and  
Sand o i n t  b u t  ... as sawyer .  One y e a r  c u t t i n g  p o l e s ,  and E a n o t  e r  y e a r  s a w i n g  l o g s .  
Was t h a t  o u t  i n  t h e  woods you were w o r k i n g ?  
Yea. 
What k i n d s  o f  p e o p l e  d i d  t h e y  have o u t  t h e r e ?  I mean what  
k i n g s  o f  j o b s  d i d  t h e y  have,  what  were t h e  names f o r  t h e  
j o b s ?  
You had  y o u r  sawyers  and you had y o u r  s k i d d e r  o p e r a t o r s ,  o r  
d o z e r  o p e r a t o r s - - d i d n l t  have y o u r  t w o - f o u r  w h e e l  s k i d d e r s ;  
r u b b e r - t i r e d  s k i d d e r s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And t h e n  you  had  what  
you  c a l l  a  p i m p - - o r  c h o k e r  s e t t e r ;  s e t  t h e  c h o k e r s  and 
hooked  them on t o  t h e  C a t .  
What j o b  d i d  each  one o f  t h e s e  do, f o r  i n s t a n c e  what  was 
t h e  sawyer  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r ?  
The sawyer  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f a l l i n g  t h e  t i m b e r  and 
b u c k i n 1  i t  u p  i n t o  l e n g t h s .  
So, he c u t  i t  down a n d - h e  c u t  i t  t o  l e n g t h ?  
And l i m b e d  i t .  And y o u r . .  . 
What t o o l s  d i d  he have? 
Up u n t i l  t h e  c h a i n  saw came i n ,  a l l  he h a d  was c r o s s c u t  and 
axe,  hammer and wedge. 
When d i d  t h e  c h a i n s a w  r e  l a c e  the . . . ?  
Ah, I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n  R . I t h i n k  i t  was a r o u n d  1947  t h a t  
I u s e d  t h e  f i r s t  two-man saw i n  t h e  woods. 
Two-man c h a i n s a w ?  
Yea. And, i t  was a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
g o t  t h e i r  f i r s t  two-man saw. 
I see .  What l u m b e r  company were you w o r k i n g  f o r  a t  t h a t  
t i m e ?  
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D r u r y  o u t  i n  L i b b y .  They ... t h e  d o z e r  o p e r a t o r  ... i t  a l l  
depended on w h e t h e r  t h e y  had h i m  b u i l d i n g  r o a d  o r  b u i l d i n g  
s k i d  t r a i l s .  I f  he  was s k i d d i n g ,  why a b o u t  a l l  he d i d  was 
o p e r a t e  t h e  C a t .  They had a  man o n  t h e  l a n d i n g  t h a t  
unhooked t h e  c h o k e r s ,  and t h e y  had a  man i n  t h e  woods t h a t  
s e t  c h o k e r s .  
Now, what  i s  a  c h o k e r ?  
A c h o k e r  i s  a  p i e c e  o f  c a b l e  t h a t ' s  g o t  a  b e l l  on  one end 
a n d  a  b u l l e t .  And t h e  b u l l e t  goes u n d e r  y o u r  l o g  and  comes 
i n  o v e r  and hooks i n t o  t h e  b e l l .  And i t  j u s t  s l i d e s  o n  t h e  
c a b l e  and s e t s  u p  t i g h t  o n  t h e  l o g .  And, mos t  g e n e r a l l y ,  
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  y o u ' d  t a k e  a b o u t  two l o g s  t o  a  s k i d .  L o t  
b i g g e r  t i m b e r  t h e n  wha t  t h e y ' r e  d o i n g  ... d e a l i n g  w i t h  now. 
And y o u r  m a c h i n e s  n e v e r  had t h e  power  t h a t  t h e y ' v e  g o t  now. 
So, w o u l d  t h e  C a t e r p i l l a r  be s e t  u p  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  l o g ,  o r  
l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  l o g . .  . o r  how w o u l d  t h a t - w o r k ?  

- 

Y o u r  C a t  i s  s e t  up  w i t h  a  w i n c h  o n  t h e  b a c k .  And t h i s  
w i n c h  c a b l e  comes o u t ,  r u n s  t h r o u g h  y o u r  l o o p s  o n  y o u r  
c h o k e r s .  And t h e n  he p u l l s  i t  a l l  i n .  He t r i e s  t o  g e t  t h e  
e n d  o f . .  . t h e  l o g s  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d ,  so i t  c u t s  down t h e  
f r i c t i o n .  And, t h e  more he c a n  c u t  down o n  t h e  f r i c t i o n  
t h e  more he can  p u l l .  B u t ,  t h e  c h o k e r  s e t t e r  i n  t h e  woods, 
w o u l d  know a b o u t  how many he c o u l d  p u l l .  H e l d  s e t  t h a t  
many c h o k e r s ,  and hook on. The man o n  t h e  l a n d i n g - - a l l  he 
d i d  was unhook t h e  c h o k e r s ,  and p u t  them up  o n  t h e  back  o f  
t h e  C a t ,  so  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  l o o s e n .  And u s u a l l y  t h e y  had 
enough c h o k e r s ,  s o  t h a t  when t h e y  were  g o i n g  t o  t h e  
l a n d i n g ,  t h e  c h o k e r  s e t t e r  i n  t h e  woods, c o u l d  be s e t t i n g  
u p  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s k i d .  And t h e y  j u s t  swap. When t h e  d o z e r  
g o t  b a c k  o u t ,  he t o o k  t h e  empty c h o k e r s  send  i t  b a c k  i n  
w i t h  f u l l  ones.  
So, t h e r e  w o u l d  be b a s i c a l l y  f o u r  p e o p l e  o u t  i n  t h e  
woods- - the  man who c u t  down t h e  t r e e s ,  and c u t  them t o  
l e n g t h ;  and t h e n ,  t h e  c h o k e r  s e t t e r ;  and t h e  C a t  o p e r a t o r ;  
and t h e n  what  d i d  t h e y  c a l l  t h e  man who u n d i d  t h e  c h o k e r s ?  
The man on t h e  l a n d i n g ,  ah  ... t h e y  j u s t  c a l l e d  h i m  t h e  man 
o n  t h e  l a n d i n g ,  a l l  I know. Ah...he unhooked t h e  c h o k e r s  
and  t h e n  i f  t h e y  were i n  s m a l l e r  t i m b e r ,  h e ' d  c u t  t h e  
t i m b e r  t o  l e n g t h .  W i t h  t r e e  l e n g t h  s k i d .  A l s o  y o u ' d  have 
y o u r  l o a d e r  o p e r a t o r  w i t h  t h e  l o a d e r ,  on t h e  l a n d i n g .  
What wou ld  he do? 
H e ' d  l o a d  t r u c k s  and s t a c k  t h e  t i m b e r  as i t  come i n .  
Would  t h e y  have t o  b u i l d  r o a d s  t o  g e t  t h e  t r u c k s  i n  t h e r e ,  
o r  were mos t  o f  t h e  r o a d s ?  
No, t h e y ' d  have t o  b u i l d  r o a d s  mos t  o f  t h e  t i m e .  B e f o r e ,  
b e f o r e  a  l o t  o f  d o z e r s  were i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h e y  u s e d  
jammers - - to  s k i d  t h e  l o g s .  
W h a t ' s  a  jammer? 
Jammer 's  i s  an  o l d  t r u c k  t h a t  t h e y  t a k e n  t h e  b a c k  p a r t  o f f  
o f  'em and t h e y  p u t  ... i t  a l l  depends w h e t h e r  i t  was a  



s i n g l e  drum jammer o r  doub le  drum..  . b u t  t h e y  p u t  a  mo to r  on 
t h e  back and a  c l u t c h  system, w i t h  a  c h a i n  d r i v e .  And t h e y  
had two drums w i t h  c a b l e s  on i t ;  one, t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  
hau lback  and one, was t h e  m a i n l i n e .  And t h e n  t h e y  p u t  a  
boom on i t ,  and t h e y ' d  r u n  t h e  l i n e  o u t ;  t h e y ' d  anchor  t h e  
boom t o  t r e e s ;  r u n  t h e  l i n e  o u t  down t o  a stump, p u t  a  
b l o c k  i n .  And t h e n  t h e y ' d  r u n  t h e  hau lback  l i n e  down t o  
i t ,  and use a  s e t  o f  t o n g s  t o  s k i d  w i t h .  Most  g e n e r a l l y  
t h e y  c o u l d  s k i d  abou t  500 f e e t ,  w i th  i t .  

DB: I s  i s  someth ing  l i k e  h i g h  l e a d  o r  someth ing  . . .  ? 
DP: I t  was a  l e a d  up t o  t h e  h i g h  l e a d ,  I b e l i e v e .  I 

d o n ' t  . .. h i g h  l e a d  was someth ing  t h a t  come a f t e r  t h e  jammer. 
DB: When you s t a r t e d  work ,  l e t ' s  say i t  would  be 1944, 

someth ing  l i k e  t h a t .  I s  t h a t  when you s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  i n  
t h e  woods as a  t imberman? 

DP: I s t a r t e d  work f o r  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  i n  ' 4 5 .  
DB: W i t h  t h e  p r i v a t e  companies,  when d i d  you s t a r t  w i t h  them? 
DP: W e l l ,  i t  was d u r i n g  ... i t  was. . . l e t ' s  see. I worked ' 45  i n  

t h e  woods. W i n t e r  o f  ' 45 .  And, t h e n  I went back t o  h i g h  
s c h o o l .  And, I d i d n ' t  work i n  t h e  woods a g a i n  . . .  
(END OF TAPE 12; S i d e  1) 


