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We had  one,  T e r r i b l e  Tom K i t t s .  He was n i cknamed T e r r i b l e  
Tom. About  e v e r y  mon th  o r  t w o ,  o r  two  months- -he was a  
w o n d e r f u l  cook .  B u t  you  c o u l d  a l w a y s  t e l l  when he w o u l d  
h a v e  a  l i t t l e  b r e w  because  t h e  f r u i t  was p a r c h e d  on t h e  
t a b l e ,  t h e r e  was no j u i c e  i n  i t .  And, whenever  he g o t  a  
r a r e  o f  t h a t  when i t  g e t  f e r m e n t e d  and he g o t  d r i n k i n g  i t ,  
why h e  t o o k  a  b u t c h e r  k n i f e  and a  c l e a v e r  and he  c l e a n e d  
u p  ... t h e r e  was u s u a l l y ,  i n  t h e  camp, t h e r e  was y o u ' d  have  
two- -a  c o u p l e  o f  f l u n k e y s ,  o r  t h r e e  f l u n k e y s  . . .  t h e  s i z e  o f  
t h e  camp ... d i s h w a s h e r  and a  cook .  So, T e r r i b l e  Tom w o u l d  
r a c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  cookhouse  w i t h  a  b u t c h e r  k n i f e  and a  
c l e a v e r  and h e ' d  c l e a n  t h e  cookhouse.  Y o u ' d  see  'em coming  
o u t  o f  t h e  windows and t h e  d o o r s  and e v e r y p l a c e  e l s e .  So, 
t h a t ' s  how he g o t  h i s  name, T e r r i b l e  Tom. And, had  a  
w a l k i n g  b o s s  t h e r e ,  o l d  Rock M a c M i l l i m a n  he  was v o t e d  mos t  
c o l o r f u l  l o g g e r  who e v e r  h i t  t h e  N o r t h w e s t ,  I t h i n k .  H e ' d  
f i r e  o l d  T e r r i b l e  Tom and send h i m  t o  town ,  and t h e n  t h e y ' d  
s e n d  a n o t h e r  cook  i n .  U s u a l l y  i t ' s  p r e t t y  h a r d  t o  g e t  a  
good camp cook ,  j u s t  o f f  t h e  r e c o r d s  q u i c k .  L i k e ,  see we 
h a d  F e a t h e r s t o n e ,  t h e  employment  agency i n  S p o k a n e - - t h e y ' d  
c a l l  C .  Huck, o r d e r  a  cook  r i g h t  away t o  r e p l a c e  T e r r i b l e  
Tom. And t h i s  cook  w o u l d  come and p r o b a b l y  he c o u l d n ' t  
cook  a t  a l l ,  j u s t  be  a  ' b e l l y  b u r g l a r '  a s  we u s e d  t o  c a l l  
'em. And, t h e  c rew w o u l d  s t a r t  t o  g r u m b l e  so o l d  Rock 
w o u l d  f i r e  h i m  and h i r e  a n o t h e r  one.  H e ' d  be  j u s t  as  bad,  
s o  t h e n ,  h e ' d  c a l l  F e a t h e r s t o n e  and C. V .  Huck s a y ,  "Have 
you saw T e r r i b l e  Tom i n  town?" .  "Yes."  "How's he  l o o k ? "  
" H e ' s  s o b e r i n g  u p . "  "Send h i m  u p . "  So, T e r r i b l e  Tom w o u l d  
come b a c k .  H e ' d  b e  good f o r  a b o u t  t w o  mon ths .  And t h e n  
h e ' d  go o n  a n o t h e r  d r u n k  and t h e  same t h i n g  w o u l d  go o v e r .  
And i t  went  on  t h a t  way f o r  y e a r s .  
What camp was t h a t ,  you were w o r k i n g  a t ?  
T h a t  was C a t h c a r t  C reek  and l a t e r  on  we were  o n  B e a v e r  
Creek ,  and t h e n  l a t e r  on  i n  L i e b e r g  C r e e k .  
What company was t h a t  f o r ?  
W i n t o n  Lumber Company. 
W i n t o n .  
W e l l ,  we had o t h e r  cooks  t h e r e ,  we had  Tom Dawson. He 
cooked  t h e r e  f o r  u s .  And he l a t e r  cooked  f o r  me. G o t  t o o  
o l d  and r e t i r e d .  He was a good cook .  
What k i n d  o f  f o o d  wou ld  you e a t  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  and t h e n  ... ? 
My b r e a k f a s t  was a l w a y s  c e r e a l ,  and. . . I ' d  have a  c e r e a l  and 
a  g l a s s  o f  condensed m i l k  d i l u t e d  w i th  w a t e r .  Never  d r a n k  
t e a  o r  c o f f e e .  
Was t h a t  l i k e  a  h o t  c e r e a l ?  
I t  was. I t  was o a t m e a l  mush, wha t  i t  was, o a t m e a l  mush. 
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What d i d  o t h e r  l o g g e r s  e a t ?  
I t  was ho t cakes  and eggs and meat o f  some k i n d .  There were 
p o t a t o e s .  They had p o t a t o e s  i n  camp f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  some o f  
t h e  f e l l o w s  a t e  p o t a t o e s  j u s t  t h e  same t h r e e  meals  a  day.  
How about  l u n c h ,  what was t h a t  l i k e ?  
Lunch would  be u s u a l l y  some k i n d  o f  meat sandwiches 
and ... and a lways  l o t s  o f  p a s t r y .  I n  camp t h e  cheapes t  f o o d  
come o u t  o f  t h e  f l o u r  b i n ,  n o t  o u t  o f  a  can.  T h a t ' s  how 
t h e  cook houses would  make t h e i r  money. The more p a s t r y  
you c o u l d  g e t  i n t o  t h e  crew why t h e  more money you r  
cookhouse made. 
How about  d i n n e r ,  what wou ld  p e o p l e  e a t  f o r  d i n n e r ?  
W e l l ,  d i n n e r ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  h a r d l y  anybody e v e r  a t e  d i n n e r  
a t  camp. U s u a l l y  o n l y  on t h e  weekends, because everybody  
wa lked  away and t o o k  t h e i r  l u n c h  w i t h  them. You see, you 
had t o  wa l k ,  sometimes y o u ' d  be w a l k i n g  a  m i l e  t o  you r  j o b ,  
o r  a  m i l e - a n d - a - h a l f .  
How abou t  when you came back ,  l i k e  f o r .  ..? 
I n  t h e  even ing?  
I n  t h e  even ing .  
W e l l ,  you had, u s u a l l y  had abou t  once a  week, o r  so,  y o u ' d  
have s t e a k .  And t h e n  y o u ' d  have s tews,  beans and a l l  k i n d s  
o f  o t h e r . .  .They had a  good f a r e .  
What k i n d  o f  c l o t h e s  d i d  t h e  p e o p l e  wear w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  
woods? 
W e l l ,  wear good d e a l  t h e  same now. You wore o v e r a l l s ,  
m o s t l y  i t  was t h e s e  b i b .  You know, j u s t  l i k e  t h e s e .  O r  
b l a c k  jeans .  And ah . . .  used t o  i n  t h o s e  days,  you r  
underwear  was. ..Summer underwear  were BVD1s. They were, 
t h e y  w e r e n ' t  sepa ra ted .  They were b o t h  t o g e t h e r .  They was 
p a n t s  and t h e  t o p .  The s h o r t s  and t h e  T - s h i r t  were a l l  
connec ted  i n  one p i e c e .  Those were BVD's. And b l u e ,  one 
o f  t h o s e  b l u e  s h i r t s .  B l u e  ... 
Work s h i r t ,  yea.  
No, i t  w a s n ' t  woo l .  Wasn ' t  woo l  i n  t h e  Summer t i m e .  O f  
cou rse ,  se ldom wore a  s h i r t  a t  a l l ,  i n  t h e  Summer t i m e .  
Down t o  you r  underwear  and y o u r  shoes and o v e r a l l s .  
How abou t  i n  t h e  w i n t e r ,  what would  you wear? 
U s u a l l y  wore a  p a i r  o f  wool  p a n t s  and t h i s  b l a c k ,  b r i g h t  
b l a c k  underwear .  I t ' s  h a r d  t o  g e t  now. B u t  t h a t  was t h e  
o n l y  underwear  I wore f o r  y e a r s  and y e a r s .  
What abou t  b o o t s ,  what k i n d  o f  b o o t s  would  t h e y  . . .  ? 
W e l l ,  u s u a l l y  wore . . .  i n  t h e  summer t i m e  you wore you r  c o r k  
shoes.  Which was Kerns ,  o r  Bergman, o r  N o r t h  Mendolson,  o r  
Wh i tes  i n  Spokane. S t i l l  make them. They make c o r k  
shoes.  I always  used t o .  ..I wore t h e  N o r t h  Bend O l son  f o r  
yea rs .  And t h e n ,  I neve r  c o u l d  wear a  Wh i t e - - t he  h e e l  s e t  
t o o  f a r  under .  
What k i n d  o f  s o l e s  d i d  you have? 
Saws? 
S o l e s .  
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S o l e s .  They had  l e a t h e r  s o l e s  w i t h  c o r k s .  Those w i t h  
c o r k s  i n  them. 
L i t t l e  s p i k e s .  
S p i k e s .  T h e r e  were  two  d i f f e r e n t . . . t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e s .  
T r i p l e  a u g h t s ,  d o u b l e  a u g h t s ,  o r  s i n g l e  a u g h t .  S i n g l e  
a u g h t  was t h e  b i g  ones.  
Were t h e r e  d i f f e r e n t  ways ... d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  w e a r i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  ones?  
W e l l ,  y o u r  ... Yes, i n  t h e  l o g  d i r v e s  you  wore  t h e  l o n g e r  
c o r k s  because  o n  t h e  r o c k s  y o u ' d  wear them o f f  q u i c k l y ,  a n d  
if you wore t h e  s h o r t  l i t t l e  c o r k s  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l a s t  v e r y  
l o n g  o n  a  l o g  d r i v e . .  . 
W e l l  . . .g  o  ahead.  
And, t h e n  t h e y ' d  ... on t h e  l o g  d r i v e s  y o u ' d  have t o  r e - c o r k  
maybe once  o r  t w i c e  on t h e  way down. Knock t h e  o l d  c o r k s  
o u t  and  p u t  new ones i n .  
Aha. Would you  buy  a  box  o f  c o r k s ?  
Oh yea.  Y o u ' d  g e t  'em i n  t h e  commissa ry .  
W e l l ,  when you  were  w o r k i n g  on t h e  l o g  d r i v e s ,  wha t  was a  
t y p i c a l  day l i k e ,  what  w o u l d  you ... what  t i m e  w o u l d  y o u  wake 
u p ,  when you  were  w o r k i n g ?  
Y o u ' d  g e t  u p  p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  f i v e - t h i r t y  and  y o u ' d  have  
b r e a k f a s t  a t  s i x  ... Depends on how f a r  you  w o u l d .  ..On t h e  
l o g  d r i v e s  you moved y o u r  l o g g i n g  camp so f a r .  You had  t o  
move, e v e r y t h i n g  was moved by  pack  h o r s e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
d a y s .  And, y o u ' d  have  ... f o r  ... u p p e r  end o f  t h e  d r i v e  t h e r e  
you  had  two o r  t h r e e  d r i v e  camps. T h a t  was t h e s e  o l d  camps 
t h a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  And y o u ' d  move f rom one t o  t h e  
o t h e r ,  t h e r e  m i g h t  be  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  m i l e s  a p a r t .  And, a l l  
depend how f a r  you  had t o  w a l k .  I f  you had  t o  w a l k  a  m i l e  
o r  so t o  g e t  t o  t h e  d r i v e  as  you  went  down y o u  g o t  away 
f r o m  t h e  camp you  were  a t  and  g e t  c l o s e  enough t o  t h e  o t h e r  
one b e f o r e  y o u ' d  move. You go p a s t  h a l f  way, b e f o r e  y o u ' d  
move t o  y o u r  n e x t  camp. And t h a t ' s  why, so  y o u ' d  u s u a l l y  
w a l k  a  m i l e  t i l l  a  m i l e - a n d - a - h a l f .  Be y o u r  l o n g e s t  w a l k ,  
b e  a b o u t  a  m i l e ,  somet imes two  m i l e  y o u ' d  have t o  w a l k  
b e t w e e n  them. When you g o t  camps t h a t  were  f o u r  m i l e s  
a p a r t .  So, ... 
How many camps d i d  you work  i n  when you were  w o r k i n g  on t h e  
l o g  d r i v e ?  
W e l l ,  y o u ' d  have  . . .y  o u r  moves . . . y  o u ' d  have ... oh,  e i g h t  o r  
t e n  moves. And t h e  d i f f e r e n t  camps and  t h e n  y o u ' d  g e t  down 
b e l o w  you s e t  u p  t e n t  camps. And s l e e p  o n  t h e  ... i n  t h e  
e a r l y  days  j u s t  s e t . . . Y o u l d  p u t  u p  a  t e n t  . .. i f  t h e r e ' s  snow 
o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h e n  y o u ' d  send  a  few men down ahead and 
t h e y ' d  s h o v e l  o u t  spaces and s e t  t h e  t e n t s .  And, n e v e r  had  
any s t o v e s  i n  t h e  t e n t s .  They a l w a y s  b u i l d  a  f i r e  o u t s i d e ,  
t h e  o n l y  h e a t  you  had,  and  t h e n  t h e  b e d d i n g  t h e r e .  And t h e  
f i r s t  d r i v e  t h a t  was on you had t h e y ' d  p a c k  i n  s t r a w ,  t a k e  
a  f l a k e  o r  two  o f  s t r a w  and s p r e a d  i t  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  and p u t  
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y o u r  b l a n k e t s  on t h e  s t r a w .  And l a t e r  on, a f t e r  you g o t  s o  
you c o u l d  t r a n s p o r t  by  t r u c k ,  you c a r r i e d  s p r i n g s  a l o n g ,  
and p o l e s .  Then y o u ' d  l a y  t h e  p o l e s  on  down, and added t h e  
s p r i n g s  on t h e  p o l e s ,  and had t h e  m a t t r e s s  on 'em. S l e p t  
t h a t  way. B u t  t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  on t h e  d r i v e ,  t h e y  
d i d n ' t  have any roads  i n  t h e  Coeur d lA lene  c o u n t r y .  
Aha. So, you say you woke abou t  f i v e - t h i r t y  and t h e n  you 
wa lked  a  c o u p l e  m i l e s  t o  work .  
You had b r e a k f a s t .  W e l l ,  m i g h t  b e . . . i t  a l l  depended on how 
f a r  you had t o  ... t h e  foreman would  t e l l  t h e  cook,  "You have 
t o  have b r e a k f a s t  a  q u a r t e r  t o  s i x ,  o r  maybe f i v e  t h i r t y  
t h e  n e x t  morn ing. ' '  Depended t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  you had t o  
wa l k  when you e a t  you r  b r e a k f a s t .  
And t h e n  ah . . .  how l o n g  wou ld  you work b e f o r e  you had l u n c h ?  
You worked y o u r  f o u r  hou rs ,  you g e t  t o  work .  You a lways  
h i k e d  t h e r e ,  you g o t  t h e r e  a t  seven o ' c l o c k .  You worked t o  
e l e v e n ,  you had y o u r  hou r  l uncheon  . . .  and t h e n  you worked 
f rom one ... r i g h t  ... i t  would  end a t  t w e l v e ,  and t h e n  you 
worked t i l l  f o u r .  And t h e n  you  h i k e d  back.  P u t t i n g  e i g h t  
h o u r s  on t h e  j o b .  
And how were you p a i d  w h i l e  you were wo rk i ng ,  u s u a l l y ?  
We were p a i d  ... Log d r i v e s  you were p a i d  oh, above ... h i g h e r  
wages. Now, l i k e  i f  you were w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  woods, i n  
t h o s e  days,  maybe you were g e t t i n g  $3.60 a  day,  o r  maybe 
$4.00 a  day.  And t h e  b o a r d  t a k e n  o u t  o f  i t .  And one 
d o l l a r  h o s p i t a l .  T h a t ' s  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  t a k e n  o u t .  
There  w a s n ' t  any unemployment i n s u r a n c e ,  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f ,  
t h a t ' s  t a k e n  o u t .  .. 
T h a t ' s  a  d o l l a r  a  day f o r  h o s p i t a l ?  
A d o l l a r  a  week. . .a d o l l a r  a  month f o r  h o s p i t a l .  
A week, OK. 
A month. And, i n  y o u r  commissary you c o u l d  w r i t e  you r  
commissary- -charge i t  a t  y o u r  commissary ... That  was t a k e n  
o u t  o f  y o u r  pay.  And on t h e  l o g  d r i v e ,  you g o t  ... t h e  l e a s t  
I e v e r  g o t  on a  l o g  d r i v e  was $5.00 a  day and my board .  
And t hen ,  t h e y ' d  b e t  you a  d o l l a r .  Which wag, i f  you 
s t a y e d  c l e a r  t h r o u g h .  So...  
Would t h a t  be a  d o l l a r  a  day, e x t r a ?  
A d o l l a r  a  day ex t ra - -bonus  
T h a t l d  be a  good i n c e n t i v e  t o  s t i c k  around.  
Was good i n c e n t i v e .  I neve r  ... I always  s t a y e d  c l e a r  
t h r o u g h ,  on a  l o g  d r i v e .  The l a s t  n i n e  y e a r s  I was d r i v e  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  so  I g o t  h i g h e r  wages, o f  c o u r s e .  L i k e  
when a  crew was g e t t i n g  $7.00 a  day, and $6.00 a  day and a  
d o l l a r  bonus,  I would be g e t t i n g  $12.00 a  day.  . 
W e l l ,  you say you were s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  t o w a r d  t h e  end. 
What were some o f  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n s  you had on t h e ,  i n  t h e  
l o g g i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  yea rs?  
W e l l ,  I w o u l d . . . I  c o n t r a c t e d  l o g g i n g  when...see i n  1920 
w e . . . t h i s  o t h e r  f e l l o w  and I went t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  
t o g e t h e r  ... We s t a r t e d  gypo ing ,  wh i ch  was c o n t r a c t  l o g g i n g .  



DB: 

DC: 

DB: 

DC : 

DB: 
DC: 

DB: 

DC: 

We had  a  team f rom t h e  company, had  two  teams and we 'd  have  
one o f  t h e s e  c h u t e s  t h a t l d  come o u t  h e r e .  And we gyp0 
t h a t .  S k i d d i n g  t h e  l o g s  and c h u t i n g  them down t h e  c h u t e ,  
p u t  o n  t h e  l a n d i n g  and r o l l  i n  t h e  f l u m e .  And we 
c o n t r a c t e d  t h a t ,  and we done t h a t  f o r  s i x ,  s e v e n  y e a r s .  
And t h e n  w o u l d  you p u t  them i n  a  boom and t h e n  have a  s h i p  
t a k e  them ... a  b o a t  t a k e  them o u t ,  o r ?  
We p u t  them i n  t h e  f l u m e  and l e t  them i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  and 
t h e n  i n  t h e  l o g  d r i v e  i n  t h e  S p r i n g  we 'd  t a k e  them down. 
See, t h e y  had f i v e  dams o n  t h e  Coeur d l A l e n e  R i v e r ,  and 
l i k e  i f  t h e r e  was l o g g i n g  i n  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  f l u m e ,  t h e y ' d  
h a v e  a  dam maybe h a l f  a  m i l e  o r  so above t h e  f l u m e .  F o r  
one, we go t o  have  t h e  w a t e r  come down t h e  f l u m e ,  p u t  t h e  
l o g s  i n  t h e  r i v e r  why t h e y  had them open t h e  dam s o  t h e  
w a t e r ' d  be  a t  t h e  mou th  o f  t h e  f l u m e  a s  t h e  l o g s  g o t  
t h e r e .  And t h e n  t h e  l o g s  w o u l d  be  r i d i n g  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  and 
t h e n  t h e y ' d  have  a  man r u n n i n g  space o n  t h e  r i v e r - - w h a t  
t h e y  c a l l e d  " r u n n i n g  s p a c e n ,  h e ' d  d r i v e  t h e  l o g s  down t o  a  
c e r t a i n  s p o t  b e l o w ,  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  m i l e s .  And t h e y ' d  h o l d  
t h e m  i n  a  b i g  jam t h e r e .  W e l l ,  t h e n  i n  t h e  S p r i n g ,  when 
you  s t a r t  t h e  l o g  d r i v e ,  y o u ' d  g e t  down, y o u  p u l l  a l l  t h a t  
jams,  and r u n  them i n  t h e  dams and f l u m e  them o n  t o  t h e  
Coeur d 8 A l e n e  R i v e r .  T h i s  i s  o n  t h e  l i t t l e  N o r t h  F o r k  o f  
t h e  Coeur d 8 A l e n e .  
D ' y o u  remember where  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  dams were,  y o u  s a i d  
t h e r e  were  f i v e ?  
T h e r e ' s  f i v e .  T h e r e ' s ,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  ... H o n e y s u c k l e  Dam, t h e  
Tom ... t h e  Tom W r i g h t  Dam was t h e  f i r s t  one,  t h e  C a t h c a r t  
Dam was t h e  f i r s t  o n e . . . t h e  one a t  C a t h c a r t .  
Where was t h a t ,  wha t  c r e e k . . . C a t h c a r t  C reek?  
C a t h c a r t  C r e e k ,  j u s t  b e l o w  C a t h c a r t  C r e e k  t h e  l o g  c h u t e ' d  
come i n  and t h e y ' d  r u n  t h e  l o g s  i n  t o  t h e  dam. R a i s e  heads 
o f  w a t e r  and r u n  'em down t h e  r i v e r .  And, t h e  Tom W r i g h t  
Dam was t h r e e  m i l e s  down b e l o w ,  and  H o n e y s u c k l e  Dam was 
f o u r  o r  f i v e  m i l e s  b e l o w  t h a t ,  and D e l a n e y  Dam was b e l o w  
t h e  mou th  o f  D e l a n e y  Creek ,  a b o u t  s i x  m i l e s  b e l o w  t h e  
H o n e y s u c k l e  Dam. The L i e b e r g  Dam was b e l o w  t h e  mou th  o f  
t h e  L i e b e r g  Creek ,  w h i c h  was s i x  m i l e s  b e l o w  t h e  D e l a n e y  
Dam. And t h e  B r e a k w a t e r  Dam was down j u s t  above t h e  mou th  
o f  Copper Creek ,  w h i c h  was e i g h t  m i l e s  f rom t h e  L e i b e r g  
Dam. And t h e n  i t  was a b o u t  1 0  m i l e s  t o  t h e  mou th  o f  t h e  
Coeur  d l A l e n e  R i v e r .  
Were t h e r e  c h u t e s  and f l umes  r u n n i n g  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h a t  
c o u n t r y ?  
Oh yea.  On e v e r y  draw o r  canyon  t h e r e  was a  c h u t e  o r  a  
f l u m e .  I f  t h e r e  was enough ... i f  t h e  c r e e k  was b i g  enough 
t o  have  w a t e r  enough t o  a f f o r d  a  f l u m e ,  why you  had a  f l u m e  
t h e r e .  And t h e n  you had  c h u t e s  coming  o u t  o f  a l l  t h e  s i d e  
canyons ,  and t h e  b i g  l a n d i n g s  t h e r e ,  y o u ' d  ... s k i d w a y ,  and 
y o u ' d  r o l l  t h e  l o g s  o n  t h e  s k i d w a y s ,  and t h e n  if you g o t  a  
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head o f  wa te r  i n  t h e  dam--the f l ume ,  why y o u ' d  open up and 
r o l l  t h e  l o g s  i n  t h e  f l ume .  
Were a l l  t h e  c h u t e s  d r y ?  
Yea, most o f  them. You had t o  g rease  some o f  'em. They 
used t o  g e t  c h u t e  g rease ,  t o  g rease  some o f  t h e  f l a t t e r  
ones.  U s u a l l y  ... 
What k i n d  o f  g rease  would  t h e y  use? 
They 'd  use t h i s  o l d  b l a c k  o i l  t h a t . .  . 
Coa l  o i l ?  
I t  was r e g u l a r  c r u d e  o i l .  Heavy c rude  o i l .  B u t ,  l o t s  o f  
t i m e s ,  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  we used t o  gypo; when we gypoed we 
had t h i s  c h u t e .  L o t s  o f  t i m e s  we s k i d  and deck t o  t h e  
c h u t e  a l l  Summer, when t h e  f r o s t  come i n  t h e  F a l l ,  and you 
c o u l d  i c e  y o u r  c h u t e ,  why y o u ' d  i c e  y o u r  c h u t e s  and r u n  
t h e n  i n t o  t h e  dam o r  o n t o  t h e  l a n d i n g  be low t h e  dam, t h e n  
f lume them down and p u t  them i n  t h e  r i v e r .  
I see. Were t h e r e  d i f f e r e n t  names f o r  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  
chu tes?  
No, j u s t  t h e  r e g u l a r  l o g  c h u t e .  W e l l  t h e r e  was t h e  t h r e e  
p o l e  c h u t e  t h a t  used t o ,  v e r y  se ldom i t  was used.  I t  was 
made by  some o f  them gypoes.  They had a  s m a l l  p o l e  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e  and two p o l e s  on t h e  o u t s i d e .  Most  o f  t h e  c h u t e s  
were hewn chu tes .  Hewn j u s t  l i k e  a  t r o u g h .  
So how d i d  t h e  t h r e e  p o l e  c h u t e s  work? 
W e l l ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  work as good f o r  t r a i l i n g .  The l i t t l e  
l o g s  would. . .a l i t t l e  t o o  much s l a c k ,  i n  s m a l l  l o g s  y o u ' d  
have s l a c k  and t h e y ' d  g e t  by  each  o t h e r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  hewn 
c h u t e  t h e y ' d  come r i g h t  down t o  a  t r o u g h  ... 
T h a t ' s  t h e  " V N  shaped, r i g h t ?  
" V w  shape. And, be abou t  a  12  i n c h  f a c e  on i t ,  come t o  1 2  
i n c h  f a c e  on each l o g  and t h e r e  was p r o b a b l y  abou t  t h i s  
much on t h e  bo t tom.  And t h e  l o g s  would  f o l l o w  t h a t  down 
t h e  t r o u g h .  
Would you have t o  t i e  ho rses  w i t h  t o n g s  on 'em? 
We had a  t r a i l i n g  t o n g  t h a t  hooked, hooked r i g h t  i n  t h e  
s i d e  o f  t h e  l o g .  
You used them o f t e n  t o  g e t  them down t h e  c h u t e s  i f  t h e  
a n g l e  wasn ' t . . .?  
Oh yes.  We t r a i l e d  q u i t e  a  l o t  o f  them on t h e  c h u t e s  w i t h  
h o r s e s ,  have a  team. 
D i d  you e v e r  have t o  s l ow  down l o g s  down a  c h u t e ;  how would  
you do t h a t ?  
W e l l ,  w i t h  goosenecks.  W i t h  t h e  r e g u l a r  o l d  goosenecks.  
We used t o  c a l l  goosenecks.  Which was a  p i e c e  o f  i r o n  
abou t ,  oh . . . i nch  and a  h a l f  square ,  y o u ' d  ... i t ' d  have a  
s h a f t  on, abou t  t h a t  l o n g .  You 'd  t a k e  i t  on up t h e r e  and 
y o u ' d  bend them and make you r  head up t h e r e ,  abou t  t h a t  
h i g h ,  and t h a t  would  come t o  a  p o i n t  l i k e  a  c h i s e l .  And 
t h e n  y o u ' d  s e t  them, and you b o r e  them i n  t h e  c h u t e .  Bore  
a  h o l e  h e r e  t h a t  go down and you b o r e  a n o t h e r  h o l e ,  and 
y o u ' d  c h i s e l  t h a t  o u t  so i t . . . t h i s  gooseneck would  s e t  a t  
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a n g l e s  t o  t h e  c h u t e .  L i k e  t h a t .  And, t h e  head wou ld  s t i c k  
up,  a f t e r  y o u ' d  have i t  s e t  down i n t o  t h e  c h u t e ,  t h e  head 
wou ld  s t i c k  up abou t  t h a t  f a r .  
Aha. About an i n c h .  
The l o g  wou ld  r u n  t h r o u g h  t h a t  and t e a r  a  b i g  s h a v i n g  o u t  
o f  i t ,  and..  . 
Slow i t  down some. 
And, we used t hose  q u i t e  a  l o t .  On r u n n i n g  c h u t e s  i f  you 
c h u t e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r t i m e .  
T h a t ' s  because i t  g e t s  p r e t t y  i c y .  
You g e t  ... t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  do i t ,  much, because i t  t o o k  
q u i t e  a  swa th  o f f  t h e  l o g .  If you w e r e . . . l i k e  t h e  
companies,  i f  you were g y p o i n g  you g o t  y o u r  s c a l e  f o r  t h o s e  
l o g s  on t h e  l a n d i n g .  Then i f  you r u n  them t h r o u g h  a l l  
t h e s e  goosenecks,  why i t  t o o k  a  l i t t l e  s c a l e  o f f  t h e  l o g .  
I t  f l a t t e n e d  them on one s i d e ,  on two s i d e s ,  r a t h e r .  Run 
them goosenecks and i t  m i g h t  r o l l  and wou ld  be s c a r r e d  and 
t h e y ' d  t a k e  t h a t  deep and swa th  r i g h t  o u t  o f  a  l o g .  B u t  
ah ... someth ing ,  i n  t h o s e  days t h a t  was t h e  o n l y  way you g e t  
t o  do i t ,  and t h e n  we 'd  p u t  ... n a i l  p i e c e s  o f  c h a i n  i n  t h e  
c h u t e .  The l o g s  r u n  o v e r  t h a t  c h a i n ,  t e a r  t h e  b a r k  o f f ,  
and t h e n  t h e  b a r k  would  g e t  i n  and k i n d  o f  l i k e  sand i n  t h e  
c h u t e ,  and i t  would  impede t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  l o g s .  
Were t h e r e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  f l umes?  T h e y ' d  have 
d i f f e r e n t  names f o r  'em? 
The o n l y  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  f l umes ,  was t h e r e  was, maybe a  
t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f  f o o t  f l ume ,  o r  a  f o u r  f o o t  f l ume ,  o r  a  
f i v e  f o o t  f l ume ,  depend on t h e  s i z e  o f  y o u r  t i m b e r .  
T h a t ' s  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e  f l ume?  
Those a r e  t h e  s i d e s .  The s i d e s .  
Were t h o s e  a l s o  ' V 1  shaped? 
T h e y ' r e  a l l  " V n  shaped, down t o  abou t  t h a t  f a r  and t h e n  
t h e y  had a  I1V" board ,  what t h e y  c a l l ,  wh i ch  was, p r o b a b l y ,  
s i x - b y - s i x  sawed c o r n e r - w i s e  so t h a t  i t  wou ld  f i t  i n  t h e  
b o t t o m  and t h e  s m a l l  l o g s  w o u l d n ' t  g e t  i n  t h e r e  and wedge. 
O f  cou rse ,  t h e y  used q u i t e  a  l o t  o f  w a t e r  i n  t h e  
f l umes- -abou t  h a l f  f u l l .  
How d i d  t h e y  keep t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  f l umes  f r o m  l e a k i n g ?  
W e l l ,  t h e y  were doub led .  A l l  f l umes  a r e  doub led .  See, 
d o u b l e  boarded .  
B u t  even t h e n  w o u l d n ' t  t h e y  l e a k  some? 
Not  v e r y  much. The wa te r  was moving so f a s t  down t h e  
f lume.  You see, when t h e y  b u i l t  t h e  f lume, t h e y  l a p p e d  
t h e i r  boards ,  t h e y  l a p p e d  t h e  c r a c k s .  'They p u t  t h i s  f i r s t  
s h e e t i n g  on, and t h e n  t h e y  m i g h t  s t a r t  w i t h  a  s i x  i n c h  
board ,  and t h e  n e x t  one t h e y  p u t  on a . . . f o u r  i n c h  b o a r d  on 
t o p .  They n e x t  one would  be an e i g h t  i n c h  board .  Doubled,  
doub led  t h e  c r a c k s .  
So i t  would  l a y  ove r  a l l  t h e  c r a c k s .  
I t  would  l a y  o v e r  c r a c k s ,  and k n o t  h o l e s  and e v e r y t h i n g  
e l s e ,  s i n c e  i t  would  be doub led .  So, t h e y  d i d n ' t  ... oh, 
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t h e y ' d  l e a k  a  l i t t l e ,  once i n  a  w h i l e  i f  t h e y  g o t .  . . i f  b o u  
h a d  a  jam o r  t w o  i n  t h e  f l u m e ,  once i n  a  w h i l e .  I f  t h e  
f l ume w o u l d  jam, and i t  w o u l d  be p r e t t y  h a r d  on t h e  f lume.  
You p u t  a l l  t h a t  w e i g h t  u p  t h e r e  on t h o s e . . . o n  t h e s e  
b r a c k e t s  were  f o u r  i n c h  b r a c k e t s ,  u n d e r n e a t h  i t .  The s i d e s  
b u i l t  u p ,  t h e  b r a c e s  down. They had  them r e a l  c l o s e  
t o g e t h e r ,  a b o u t  f o u r  f e e t  a  a r t .  
When d i d  t h e y  s t a r t  u s i n g  t e f l u m e  saw m i l l s ,  t h e i r  l i t t l e  
s k i d  m o t o r  saw m i l l s ?  

FI 
Oh, when t h e y  s t a r t e d  b u i l d i n g  f l u m e s  t h e y  had t o  b u i l d  
t h e  ... i m p o r t  t h e  saw m i l l s  t o  c u t  t h e  l u m b e r .  
How much l e n g t h  c o u l d  t h e y  make o f  f l u m e  a  day? 
W e l l ,  t h e y ,  d e p e n d i n g  how ... B u i l d i n g  y o u r  f l u m e  y o u  see,  
y o u  had t o  c a r r y  y o u r  g r a d e  o f  f lume,  j u s t  as i f  y o u  were 
c a r r y i n g  a  r o a d ,  you  had t o  be  on t h e  e x a c t  g r a d e .  
C o u l d n ' t  have any humps and d i p s  i n  i t ,  o r  t h e  l o g s  g e t  i n  
t h e r e  and s l o w  u p  and t h e n  t h e  o t h e r  l o g s  w o u l d  c a t c h  up ,  
and f i r s t  t h i n g  y o u ' d  have a  b i g  jam. You had t o  keep  a  
s t e a d y  g r a d e  on i t .  And, t o  do t h a t  some p l a c e s  y o u r  f l u m e  
was r i g h t  down on t h e  g r o u n d ,  and o t h e r  p l a c e s  y o u ' d  be  1 0  
f e e t  above t h e  g round .  So, g e t t i n g  y o u r  f o u n d a t i o n s  i n  and  
g e t t i n g  i t  was t h e  key ,  how, how. 
So, t h a t  was a  s k i l l e d  j o b ,  I t a k e  i t .  
Even t h e  c o n t o u r  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  was ... made a n  a w f u l  
d i f f e r e n c e ,  i n  b u i l d i n g  y o u r  f l u m e s .  
T h a t  was q u i t e  a  s k i l l e d  j o b ,  was i t ?  
I t  was a  s k i l l e d  j o b .  
Would you say  t h a t  t o o k  more s k i l l  t h a n  o t h e r  o n e s - - o t h e r  
j o b s ?  
I t  t o o k .  I t  was ... b u i l d i n g  c h u t e  was a . . .you b u i l d  a  c h u t e  
i n  t h e  same way, b u t  i t  was c l o s e  t o  t h e  g r o u n d .  I b u i l t  
c h u t e  q u i t e  a  l o t .  And you  r u n  y o u r  g r a d e s  j u s t  . . .  when y o u  
made a  r a i s e  i n  y o u r  c h u t e  you  come a t  i t  g r a d u a l l y .  
Somet imes you  d i g  t h r o u g h  a  p l a c e .  Had t o  d i g  t o  l a y  y o u r  
c h u t e .  And i t  was r e a l  h a r d  work  b u i l d i n g  c h u t e .  And 
h e w i n g  y o u r  c h u t e  was h a r d  work .  You b u i l d  1 ,000  f e e t  o r  
2 ,000 f e e t  and t h e n  y o u ' d  s c o r e  i t  and hew i t .  And b y  t h e  
t i m e  you  g o t  t h r o u g h  i t ,  you  was h e w i n g  f r o m  a l l  a n g l e s  
w i t h  a  b r o a d a x .  You down o n  y o u r  knees ,  and  y o u ' r e  way u p  
h e r e  h e w i n g  i t .  Somet imes you had t o  b u i l d  a  r a i s e ,  
s o m e t h i n g  t o  s t a n d  on,  t o  g e t  up  t o  hew y o u r  c h u t e .  Your  
c h u t e  w o u l d  be  u p  t h e r e ,  come a c r o s s  a  d i p  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  
y o u ' d  c r i b  i t  r i g h t  up .  
C o u l d  you  make a b o u t  as  much c h u t e  i n  a  day a s  you  c o u l d  
f l u m e s ?  
W e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l i k e  b u i l d i n g  a  f l ume you  had a  l a r g e r  
c rew. .  . 
P l u s  t h e y  had a  p o r t a b l e  saw m i l l .  
And a  p o r t a b l e  saw m i l l ,  and y o u r  l u m b e r  was f u r n i s h e d  t o  
you.  You p u t  i n  y o u r  dam f i r s t .  You s t a r t e d  r i g h t  a t  t h e  
dam, b u i l d i n g  you ... and y o u r  saw m i l l  was r i g h t  a t  t h e  
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dam...so a l l  y o u r  l umber  was f e d  t o  you r i g h t  down t h e  
f l ume ,  as you went 
T h i s  wou ld  be a t  t h e  headwate rs  o f  t h e  c r e e k ?  
Headwaters ,  as  f a r  as  t h e y  r u n  a  c r e e k  t h e r e ,  where t h e y  
c o u l d  g e t  enough w a t e r  p u t  i t  up t o  t h e  headwate rs .  C l o s e  
enough t o  a s s u r e  t hemse l ves  enough w a t e r  t o  g e t  t o . . . t o  
f lume t h e  l o g s  o u t .  And t h e n  t h e  r e s t ,  maybe t h e r e l d  be a  
c h u t e  r u n  t h e r e ,  maybe a  m i l e .  A l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  up t h e r e .  
What d i d  t h e  s p l a s h  dams l o o k  l i k e ;  how were t h e y  b u i l t ?  
They were b u i l t  o u t  o f  c r i b b e d  l o g s  and t h e y  were b u i l t ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  o f  t h e  s l o p e s  so t h a t  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  
p r e s s u r e  down, you c o u l d n ' t  b u i l d  a  s t r a i g h t  dam, you  had 
t o  make them a t  an a n g l e  l i k e  t h a t  so  t h a t  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  
t h e  wa te r  wou ld  h o l d  them a t  an a n g l e  l i k e  t h a t ,  so t h a t  
t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  w a t e r  wou ld  h o l d  them down. They were 
a l l  b u i l t  o u t  o f  heavy ,  heavy l o g s ,  c r i b b e d  up .  You 'd  
s t a r t  a t  t h e  bo t t om ,  y o u r  dam m i g h t  be . . .y  o u r  b o t t o m  l o g s  
m i g h t  be 50 f e e t ,  and when you g o t  t o  t h e  t o p  y o u r  l o g s  
m i g h t  be why m i g h t  be t h a t  l o n g .  
How abou t  open ings  i n  t h e  s p l a s h  dams, how b i g  were t h o s e ?  
Gates .  
Ga tes?  
Your ga tes .  And up ... and t h e n  you had a  p l a t f o r m  up on t o p  
w i t h  a  w i n d l a s s  and a  c a b l e ,  and a  b l o c k  on t h e  b o t t o m  o f  
t h e  g a t e .  Ga tes  f i t  e x a c t ,  i n  t h e r e .  Then you had r u b b e r s  
on t h e  uppe r  s i d e  t h a t  f l a p p e d  up a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l s  ... 
To keep t h e  w a t e r  f r o m  d r a i n i n g  o u t .  
To keep them f r o m  l e a k i n g .  
And how b i g  were t h e s e  g a t e s ?  
Oh, on t h e  f l u m e  dams t h e y  were s i x  f e e t .  
S i x  f e e t  t a l l ?  
S i x  f e e t  w ide .  
S i x  f e e t  w ide .  
Un less  you had b i g  t i m b e r .  I t  a l l  depends on y o u r  s i z e  o f  
t h e  t i m b e r ,  how m u c h . . . i f  you had j u s t  second g r o w t h  
t i m b e r ,  why y o u r  g a t e s  m i g h t  o n l y  be, f o u r ,  f i v e  f e e t  w ide ,  
s i x  f e e t  w ide  o r  e i g h t  f e e t  w ide .  Depended on t h e  t i m b e r .  
How many g a t e s  would  t h e r e  be f o r  . . .  ? 
On t h e  f l u m e  dam t h e r e ' s  j u s t  one g a t e .  One t h e  r i v e r  
dams, on t h e  b r e a k w a t e r  dam t h e r e  were f i v e  g a t e s .  On t h e  
L i e b e r g  Dam t h e r e  was t h r e e .  On t h e  De laney  Dam t h e r e  was 
two;  Tom W r i g h t  . . .  Honeysuck le  Dam was two,  and Tom W r i g h t  
was two .  C a t h c a r t  Dam was two .  
These were a l l  on t h e  Coeur d lA l ene .  
On t h e  L i t t l e  N o r t h  F o r k  o f  t h e  Coeur d l A l e n e ,  r i g h t .  And 
t h o s e  g a t e s  were a l l . . . t h e  s l u i c e  g a t e s  were a lways  16  f e e t  
w ide.  And t h e  o t h e r  g a t e s  were 14s .  
D i d  i t  t a k e  a  s p e c i a l  k i n d  o f  pe r son  t o  b u i l d  t h e  s p l a s h  
dams? 
Oh yes.  Had t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i t .  And i f . . . a  f e l l o w  come o u t  
o f  M inneso ta - - J im  C r a d l e y ,  he was a  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  t o  t h i s  
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Rock M a c M i l l i m a n  t h a t  was t h e  w a l k i n g  b o s s ,  he  was a n  
e x p e r t  dam b u i l d e r .  And he had a  man C a r l  B r i c k s ,  who was 
r e a l  good on c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The b e s t  axe  man, I t h i n k  I 
e v e r  seen.  And he was t h e  one t h a t  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  
and a l l  t h a t ,  and b u i l t  t h e  dams. 
What c o u l d  he do w i t h  an axe? You s a y  he was t h e  b e s t  a x e  
man y o u ' v e  e v e r  seen;  wha t  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  c o u l d  he  do? 
W e l l ,  w e l l ,  any k i n d  o f  c h o p p i n g .  L i k e ,  if you, i f  y o u  
were  m a k i n g  t h o s e  dams ...y ou  have  t o  . . . y  o u  have a  t i m b e r  
maybe 30,  40 f e e t  l o n g ;  y o u  be u p  t h e r e  and i t  m i g h t  come 
down on f o u r ,  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  t i e s  . . .  l a y i n g  a c r o s s  
t h e r e  ... coming  t h i s  way, you  s e e . . . t h e n  y o u  l a y  t h e  n e x t  
ones,  t h i s  way you  l a y  t h e  n e x t  ones t h a t  way, and  t h e n .  
When you  g e t  up  t h e r e  y o u  have t o  n o t c h  t h o s e  s t r a i g h t  up  
and down. And when y o u  chop i n  t h e r e ,  y o u  c o u l d  t e l l  a  
good axe  man b y ,  l i k e  i f  t h e r e ' s  ... e v e r y t h i n g  i s ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  i s  a x e d . . . t h e r e t s  no b i g  m i s s e s  i n  y o u r  c u r v e .  
E v e r y  c u t  i s  j u s t  smooth,  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  l i k e  y o u  p l a n n e d  
i t .  T h e r e  i s  no s i g n  o f  a n  axe b e i n g  marked  ... b e i n g  i n  
t h e r e .  
W i t h  t h e  c h u t e s  d i d  t h e y  a l l  hew t h o s e .  
Oh, yes .  
T h e r e  was none t h a t  was sawed? 
No. I t  was a l l  hewed c h u t e s ,  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a f t e r  i t  was 
l a i d ,  you  hewed them. 
So how w o u l d  you b u i l d  a  c h u t e ;  c u t ' d o w n  a  l o g ,  c u t  i t  i n t o  
s e c t i o n s ?  
Yea. You had  a  c e r t a i n  l e n g t h ,  l i k e  when we were  b u i l d i n g  
c h u t e  we u s e d  a  3 1  f o o t  c h u t e  s t i c k .  And w e ' d  a l w a y s  p u t  . . 
y o u r  b u t t s  b e h i n d ,  and y o u r  t o p s  ahead. And t h e n  y o u ' d ,  
y o u ' d  s t a r t  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  y o u r  c h u t e  and  you b u i l d  up .  
Because y o u r  upper  l o g  w o u l d  a l w a y s  be n o t c h e d  r i g h t  i n t o  
t h a t .  They a l l  l a i d  a l l  i n  t h e  l i n e ,  and  i n  t h e  c u r v e  y o u  
j u s t  make a  g r a d u a l  c u r v e .  And you  had t o  c r i b  them up t h e  
same as  you  d i d  o n  a  f l u m e .  B u t  y o u r  g r o u n d ,  y o u ' r e  
b u i l d i n g  them a l o n g  t h e  s i d e  o f  y o u r  h i l l ,  y o u  d i d n ' t  have 
t o  make s u c h  b i g  r a i s e s  a c r o s s .  
Abou t  how w i d e  was t h e  space i n  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  c h u t e ?  
Between t h e  t w o  s t i c k s ?  
Aha. 
Oh, j u s t  a b o u t  t h a t  way. 
An i n c h ,  o r  so .  
Yea. 
I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  c y c l e  o f  l o g g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  L i k e ,  
when w o u l d  t h e y  s t a r t  g o i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  woods and s a w i n g  t h e  
t i m b e r ?  
On t h e  Coeur d t A l e n e  R i v e r  was a  s t e e p  c o u n t r y ,  and a s  soon 
as  t h e  l o g  d r i v e  g o t  i n  w h i c h  was u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  o f  
May, y o u ' d  go back  and s t a r t  l o g g i n g .  You m i g h t  have a  few 
saws i n  t h e r e ,  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  s a w i n g  t i m b e r .  B u t ,  t h e y  
s t a r t ,  maybe i n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  May o r  so,  b a c k  i n  t h e  woods 
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s a w i n g .  Then when we come o f f  t h e  d r i v e  we a l l  go b a c k  and 
go t o  work  i n  t h e  woods. Back i n . . . w o r k  t h e r e  a l l  Summer, 
i n  t h e  woods. T h a t  was a  c y c l e .  Then when t h e  snows come 
i n  t h e  F a l l ,  g o t  dangerous  t o  s k i d  o n  t h e  h i l l s ,  why l o t s  
o f  ... l o t s  o f  t h e y  had decked  l o g s  o n  c h u t e s ,  and t h e  f r o s t  
w o u l d  come and you  c o u l d  i c e  y o u r  c h u t e s  and t h e n  r u n  a l l  
t h e s e  l o g s  i n  and g e t  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  d r i v e  i n  t h e  S p r i n g .  
When w o u l d  t h e  d r i v e  t a k e  p l a c e ?  
We used  t o  s t a r t  t h e  d r i v e .  I t  s t a r t e d ,  oh, i n  t h e  l a s t  o f  
M a r c h  o r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  A p r i l .  
How t a l l  w o u l d  t h e  r i v e r s  r i s e  o u t  o f  t h e  b a n k s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
s p r i n g  f l o o d s . . . ?  
W e l l ,  i t  a l l  depended,  o f  c o u r s e  on t h e  ... 
Yea, i t  depends on . . .  
L o t  o f  t h e  snows and how t h e  snow l e f t ,  i n  t h e  S p r i n g .  
B u t ,  t h e r e  were  some e x c e p t i o n a l  f l o o d s  t h e r e .  Now 1917  
was a  b i g  f l o o d ,  t h a t  washed o u t  r a i l r o a d s  a l l  up  and down 
t h e  Coeur d l A l e n e  R i v e r .  And 1933 was a  b a d  f l o o d ,  because  
we had a  jam. They had 26 m i l l i o n  f e e t  o f  l o g s  i n  t h e  
r i v e r ,  t h a t  S p r i n g .  And, t h e r e  was a b o u t  f i f t e e n  m i l l i o n  
o f  'em p i l e d  u p  i n  h a l f  a  m i l e  o f  r i v e r .  I t  went  down 
above t h e  B r e a k w a t e r  Dam and  p i l e d  up .  I t  t o o k  us.. .we 
s t a r t e d  p u l l i n g  jam t h e  f i r s t  day o f  F e b r u a r y  and i t  t o o k  
u s  28 days .  We f i n i s h e d  t h e  l a s t  day  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  p u l l i n g  
t h a t  jam. I had  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h a t .  My w i f e  m i s p l a c e d  t h e  
p i c t u r e s  o f  t h a t  jam. I ' d  l i k e  t o  have  them, I h a v e n ' t  
b e e n  a b l e  t o  f i n d  them y e t ,  f o r  ... d o c t o r  come u p  from, used  
t o  be i n  S t .  M a r i e s  h e r e .  And he  come u p  and b o r r o w e d  t h e  
p i c t u r e s .  Come b a c k  and l a i d  them on t h e  t o p  t h e r e ,  and my 
w i f e  p u t  them away and we have  n e v e r  been  a b l e  t o  f i n d  them. 
Huh. 
G o t  some dandy p i c t u r e s  t h e r e  o f  t h e  b i g  jam. 
What y e a r  was t h a t ,  a g a i n ?  
Huh? 
What y e a r  was t h a t  a g a i n ?  
1 9 3 3 .  I n  t h e  ' 3 3  f l o o d .  
Would you p r e f e r ,  b a c k  i n  t h e  o l d  days ,  d i d  you  p r e f e r  
w o r k i n g  on t h e  l o g  d r i v e s  o r  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  woods? 
W e l l ,  I w o u l d n l t . . . I  w o u l d n ' t  m i s s  a  l o g  d r i v e  u n d e r  any  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  You were young y o u  know, and I s t a r t e d  when 
I was a b o u t  1 9  y e a r s  o l d ,  1 8  y e a r s  o l d ,  i n  1919,  on  t h e  l o g  
d r i v e s .  And, ah,  i t  g o t  t o  be  . . . y  ou went  t h r o u g h  a  l o t  o f  
m i s e r y ,  you were  i n  t h e  w a t e r  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  And, when I 
s t a r t e d  t h a t ,  t h e  f i r s t ,  o r ,  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  y e a r s .  
D i d  you do i t  e v e r y  y e a r ?  
Oh, yea.  N e v e r  m i s s e d  a  y e a r .  
When was t h e  l a s t  one? 
The l a s t  d r i v e  t h e y  t o o k  o u t  o f  Coeur  d l A l e n e  was 1937.  
And I came u p  h e r e .  W i n t o n  b o u g h t  some t i m b e r  down h e r e  i n  
M a r b l e  Creek ,  I come u p  and was o p e n i n g  i t  u p  and l o g g e d  i t  
f o r  W i n t o n .  I was a  camp s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  
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On t h e  l o g  d r i v e s ,  what  were  t h e  k i n d  o f  p e o p l e ,  wha t  were  
t h e  j o b s  t h a t  p e o p l e  had m o v i n g  t h e  t i m b e r  down? 
W e l l ,  t h e y  had  t h e  m i x e d  c rew,  o f  c o u r s e .  E x c e p t i o n a l ,  
t h e y  were  e x c e p t i o n a l  b u n c h  o f  men t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  l o g  
d r i v e .  A c t u a l l y  t h e r e  were,  a l l  o f  them p r e t t y  good o n  
t h e i r  f e e t ,  a  few, o l d e r  men . . . g  e t t i n g  o l d e r ,  t h e y  were  
good d r i v e r s  and good peavey men. Which  was a  t h i n g ,  u s i n g  
t h a t  peavey,  you know, f l i p p i n g ,  h o o k i n g  l o g s  a round .  You 
c o u l d  j u s t  p r e t t y  n e a r  p i c k  you t e e t h  w i t h  i t ,  when y o u ' r e  
u s i n g  i t  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  B u t  ah, t h e r e  was, l i k e ,  c o m i n g  
down, t h e y  had t h e  c e n t e r  c rew.  Now c r e w  o f  y o u n g e r  men 
t h a t  was good on t h e i r  f e e t ,  on  l o g s .  T h e y ' d  go o u t  and 
t r i p  t h e  c e n t e r s  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  They had t h e  b o a t  c r e w ,  
f o l l o w  t h a t .  A f e l l o w  b y  t h e  name o f  P e t e  Mad ison  and  o l d  
S h a r k e y ,  f o r  me, when I was o n  t h e  l o g  d r i v e s ,  r u n n i n g  i t .  
And t h e y  used  t o  have  t h e  c e n t e r  c r e w  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  B e f o r e  
t h e r e  was f e l l o w s  by  t h e  name o f  B i l l y  and J i m  N e l s o n ,  and 
t h e y  were  e x c e p t i o n a l  boatmen.  
What w o u l d  t h e  boatmen do? 
T h e y ' d  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  men down t h e  r i v e r  i n  t h e  b o a t ,  i n  
t h e s e  b i g  b a t e a u x ;  t h e y  were  33 ,  34 f e e t  l o n g ,  t h e y ' d  h o l d  
1 6  men. 
D i d  t h e y  have  f l o a t i n g  camps a t  a l l ?  
No, n o t  o n  t h e  Couer d l A l e n e ;  L i t t l e  N o r t h  F o r k ,  i t  was t o o  
s m a l l  f o r  a  f l o a t i n g  camp. You had t o  r u n  o n  f l a t s .  
And t h e n  w o u l d  you t e n t ,  when you ... ? 
A l l  t h e y  d i d ,  t h e s e  boatmen a l l  t h e y  done was t r a n s p o r t  t h e  
men on t h e  d r i v e .  P u t  'em a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r s ,  t o o k  o v e r  o n  
t h e  w i n g s  o r  c e n t e r s  and p i c k  t h e  c e n t e r s  and edges.  Why 
h i t t i n g  a  b i g  eddy,  where  t h e  w a t e r  was g o i n g  a r o u n d .  
T h e y ' d  g e t  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  a  b o a t  w i t h  some men t h a t  w o u l d  
g e t  on l o g s ,  and t h e y ' d  b r a i l e  t h e s e  l o g s .  T h e y ' d  g e t  o u t  
o n  l o g s  w i t h  p i k e  p o l e s ,  t h e y ' d  b r a i l e  them, and p u l l  a  
w h o l e  bunch  i n  t o g e t h e r  ... 
What does b r a i l l i n g  mean? 
W e l l ,  p u t ,  t a k e  a  bunch  o f  l o g s  and p u t  them a l l  t o g e t h e r .  
And ah,  maybe t h e r e  be t w o  men, maybe y o u ' d  have  f o u r ,  f i v e  
men o u t  t h e r e  m a k i n g  u p  b r a i l e s ,  see,  i f  t h e r e  was a  b i g  
eddy.  M i g h t  be  p lumb f u l l  o f  l o g s ,  and  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s t a n d  
and w a i t  f o r  t h a t  t o  empty.  U s u a l l y  i t  w o n ' t  empty u n t i l  
t h a t  n i g h t .  They f i l l  and t h e n  t h e y ' d  empty .  So y o u ' d  g e t  
o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  men o n  t h e .  . . t h e n  t h e y  s t a n d  o n  . .. had  t o  
be  on one l o g  and g r a b  a  l o g ,  p u l l  i t  i n ,  t h e n  r e a c h  o u t  
g e t  a n o t h e r  one,  maybe t h e r e  be  a n o t h e r  man, t h a t  work  
a c r o s s  f r o m  each  o t h e r ,  and t h e y ' d  g e t  a  b i g  b r a i l e .  Maybe 
10,  15 ,  20  l o g s .  And t h e  b o a t  wou ld  b e  i n  t h e r e  w i t h  
oarsmen, and t h e y ' d  g e t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  b r a i l e  and t h e y ' d  
f o r c e  i t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t .  And push  i t  o u t  so  i t ' d  be 
c l e a r  o f  t h e  eddy.  And t h a t ' s  t h e  way you c l e a n e d  y o u r  
e d d i e s .  



DB: So, you had c e n t e r  men and you had boatmen b e h i n d  them, 
Were t h e r e  end men, o r  s idemen? 

DC: No, i t ' d  be j u s t  t h e  two men h o l d i n g  t h e  b r a i l e  t o g e t h e r .  
And t h e n  t h e r e  wou ld  be a n o t h e r ,  maybe two o r  t h r e e  men, 
maybe f o u r  men, mak ing  up more b r a i l e . . .  

(END OF TAPE 16 ;  S i d e  2)  


