
I d a h o  Panhandle  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  
O c t o b e r  26, 1979 
C l e m e t s / B a r t o n  Tape 22; S i d e  2  

MC: Happ iness  and goodness comes t o  a  pe rson ,  you know; i t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  f i n d i n g  a  f i e l d  o f  c l o v e r .  T h i s  a l l  came a t  
once,  you know. And ah, by  George, b e f o r e  h e ' d  been, 
f i r s t ,  j u s t  s o r t  o f  an o u t c a s t .  He, a l l  he d i d  was s i t  
a round  town p l a y  i n  a  l i t t l e  penny poke r  a n t e  . . . p  enny a n t e  
p o k e r  games and d r i n k  a  l i t t l e .  They 'd  made homebrew. Two 
f r i e n d s  a n 1 .  Bu t  when he g o t  t h a t  money a l l  o f  a  sudden. 
Why, he was a  man o f  means. O f  cou rse ,  i t  was a  f a i r l y  
l a r g e  amount t h a t  been l e f t  t o  ' i m  by a  b r o t h e r  i n  
I r e l a n d .  He engaged l e g a l  counse l ,  l e f t  h i s  two f r i e n d s  
and moved t o  t h e  Samue l ' s  H o t e l  i n  Wa l l ace .  Had a  s u i t e  o f  
rooms t h e r e .  And, o f  cou rse ,  t h e n  he was, c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be 
a  l i t t l e  above everybody  e l s e .  He no l o n g e r  was t h a t  
d runken  bum, you know. And ah, t h e  l o c a l  p r i e s t ,  he came 
up t o  ' i m ,  he came up t o  Wa l lace .  To t r y  t o  g e t  ' i m  t o  
come t o  chu rch .  Bu t  he w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  chu rch .  B u t ,  he 
w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  c h u r c h .  See, t h e  p r i e s t ,  he w o u l d n ' t  even 
g i v e  h im  t h e  t i m e  o f  day when he was b roke .  So, by  Gosh, 
b u t .  . . s t i l l  a g a i n ,  he wanted t o  g e t  back i n  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  
c h u r c h .  B a s i c a l l y  he was a  r e l i g i o u s  pe rson .  Been p r a y i n g  
t h a t  way, a l l  d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e .  S t i l l  a g a i n ,  he d i d n ' t  want 
t o  concede a n y t h i n g  t o  t h a t  p a r i s h  p r i e s t .  W e l l ,  abou t  
t h a t  same t i m e ,  abou t  1931, ahm ... t h e y  had t h e ,  one o f  
t h o s e  t y p e  o f  c a t a s t r o p h i e s .  W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a  c o l l a p s e  o f  
t h e  S i s t e n e  Chape l ,  i n  t h e  V a t i c a n .  Housed one o f  t h e  b e s t  
l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  The l o s s  was v e r y  g r e a t .  And 
t h e r e  i s  p e o p l e  s e n d i n g  i n  money f r om a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  
f o r  t h a t .  So, he t a l k e d  i t  o v e r  w i t c h  h i s  f r i e n d s  how he 
was g o i n g  t o  c i r c u m v e n t  t h i s  he re ,  l o c a l  p r i e s t .  He d i d n ' t  
know how t o  g e t  a round  him. They s a i d ,  why d o n ' t  you send 
some money t o  t h e  V a t i c a n ,  see. So, he s e n t  $500 t o  t h e  
V a t i c a n .  W e l l  he g o t  a  t e l e g r a m  back f r om t h e  Pope 
b l e s s i n g  ' i m .  Thank ing  ' i m  f o r  h i s  money. And, I t h i n k  
t h a t  was Pope P i u s  X I ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And ah, man he, 
r e a l l y  happy. He g o t  a  b l e s s i n g  r i g h t  f r o m  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  As f a r  as t h e  l o c a l  p r i e s t ,  why he 
c o u l d  ... n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  h im.  He g o t  t h i s  b l e s s i n g  f r o m  
t h e  Pope. He l e t  t h e  p r i e s t  know abou t  i t  t o o .  He showed 
h i m  t h e  t e l e g r a m .  He d i d n ' t  need h i s  b l e s s i n g .  And ah, he 
was d o i n g  ve ry  w e l l .  And ah, each day he g o t  more 
haugh ty .  He g o t  so,  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  even want t o  t a l k  t o  
o l d  Busby, and h i s  o t h e r  f r i e n d .  And p r e t t y  soon he found 
h i m s e l f  a  lonesome man, t o o .  Yes, he d i d n ' t  want nobody.  
Nobody wanted ' i m .  So, he was t a l k i n g  i t  o v e r  a g a i n  w i t h  
h i s  f r i e n d s ,  what c o u l d  he do. You know. They ah,  t hey  
s a i d ,  " W e l l  ah l . . .wanted t o  s t i l l  s t a n d  i n  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  
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chu rch .  They s a i d ,  I1Why, you s e n t  some money t o  t h e  Pope 
once b e f o r e ,  and g o t  a  b l e s s i n g .  Why d o n ' t  you send h i m  
some money again?' I  W e l l ,  t h a t  was a  good i d e a .  So, he 
wanted t o  know i f  t h e y ' d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t  f o r  'em. They 
s a i d ,  llYea,ll t h e y ' d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t .  So, he gave 'em t h e  
$500. By George, t h e y  t o o k  t h e  $500 and t h e y  went down t o  
t h e  depo t ,  and t h e y  asked t h e  t e l e g r a p h  man i f  he c o u l d  
send a  f a k e  t e l e g r a m .  You know, t o  t h e i r  f r i e n d  r u p e r t .  
He s a i d ,  I1Oh, yes.  " And so,  t h e n  t h e y  went down.. . t h e y  k e p t  
$20 t hemse l ves ,  and gave h i m  $10. Now t h a t  t o o k  c a r e  o f  
50.  And t h e n  t h e y  went and gave t h e  l o c a l  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  
$450. Cause, t h e y  was a l s o  C a t h o l i c .  J u s t  t h e  same as 
t h e i r  f r i e n d  was. A l l  I r i s h .  By George, t h e n  t h e y  i n v i t e d  
t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  t o  come w i t h  them, t h e y  would  a l l  go t o  
v i s i t  t h e i r  f r i e n d  R u p e r t .  W e l l ,  t h e y  were a l l  up t h e r e  a t  
t h e  Samuels H o t e l ,  i n  t h e  room. And, by  George, R u p e r t ,  he 
was s o r t  o f  n o t  t o o  happy because t h e  p r i e s t  was t h e r e ,  you 
know. B u t ,  abou t  t h a t  t i m e ,  h e r e  comes t h e  f e l l o w  f r o m  t h e  
depo t .  The Western Un ion  w i t h  t h e  f a k e  t e l e g r a m .  And a l l  
a  b i g  s m i l e  come on h i s  f a c e .  He was g o i n g  t o  show t h a t  
f e l l o w  up  a g a i n ,  t h a t  t i m e .  And so,  n e v e r l d  g e t  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  l i k e  t h i s .  The t e l e g r a m  was coming j u s t  a t  t h e  
r i g h t  t i m e .  So, he opened up  t h e  t e l e g r a m .  He handed i t  
t o  Busby, s a i d ,  I1You g o t  g l a s s e s .  You r e a d  t h i s  f o r  me," 
see.  And, he opened up t h e  t e l e g r a m ,  t h e  t e l e g r a m  read :  
"Who i n  t h e  h e l l  i s  R u p e r t ? "  
He, he, he. 
He, he,  he.  ... " R e t u r n i n g  money t o  t h e  l o c a l  p a r i s h  church. I1  Ha, ha, 
ha .  I t  was s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  Popels  name on t h e  b o t t o m  o f  i t .  
Can you . . .  ? 
S t o r i e s  l i k e  t h a t ,  you f i n d  a  l o t  o f  'em l i k e  t h a t  i n  a  
m i n i n g  camp. 
Can you remember any s t o r i e s  abou t  some o f  t h e  mine 
d i s a s t e r s ?  
What? 
About some mine d i s a s t e r s ,  can you remember any s t o r i e s ?  
Yes. Yes. I ' v e  seen some o f  'em m y s e l f .  
What were some o f  t h e  ma in  d i s a s t e r s  ove r  t h e  l a s t  50 yea rs?  
W e l l ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i s a s t e r s  h e r e  was t h a t  l a s t  a  few y e a r s  
ago . . .  h e r e  when t h e y  had a  b i g  f i r e  up a t  t h e  Sunshine 
Mine .  We t a l k e d  abou t  t h a t  a  l i t t l e .  I t . . . 9 1  men g o t  
k i l l e d  i n  t h a t  f i r e .  Ano the r  g r e a t  d i s a s t e r s  was t o o ,  t h e  
M o r n i n g  Mine.  The cage--a c a b l e  b r o k e .  And ah, 1 2  men 
were k i l l e d .  They f e l l  t o  t h e  bo t t om.  
When was t h a t ?  
W e l l ,  t h a t  was back i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 30s .  
Were t h e r e  many i n  t h e  '20s?  
What? 
Were t h e r e  many i n  t h e  '20s?  
What? 
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DB: Were t h e r e  many i n  t h e  ' 20s?  
Yes. Every  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t i m e  t h e r e ' s  been 
d i s a s t e r s  i n  t h e  m ines .  I can remember one, when I was a  
boy ,  i n  Wardner, I d a h o .  There was John Vokov ich ,  he was 
t h e  K i n g p i n  o f  t h e  Bohunks. Why, i n  t h o s e  days t h e y  .were 
m i n i n g  on a  d i f f e r e n t  system,  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  t o d a y .  They 
wou ld  m ine  i n  unde r  t h e  o r e  body.  The o r e  body would  be 
h a n g i n g  t h e r e .  And ah, guys ld  b l a s t  t h e  f o o t  w a l l  o f f ,  
t h e y  would.  F o r  f i l l i n g .  They 'd  f i l l  i t  back,  u n d e r n e a t h  
t h e  o r e  body.  Then t h e y ' d  come a round  and p u t  a  few h o l e s  
back i n  t h e  o r e  body.  Which wou ld  knock i t  down. Then 
t h e s e  f e l l o w s  would  muck i t  up. There was t h r e e  o f  'em 
w o r k i n g  u n d e r n e a t h  t h i s  h e r e  hang ing  o r e  body,  see. And 
ah, i t  caved i n  on 'em. 'Twas q u i t e  a  b i g  cave.  John 
Vokov ich ,  he r a n  u p  t o  t h e  m ine  o f f i c e ,  a n l . . . h i s  c o u s i n  
was b u r i e d  t h e r e ,  see.  He s a i d ,  ' 'We l l , "  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
have any money, he s a i d  t o  b u r y  h i s  c o u s i n  w i t h .  John, 
s a i d .  And t h e y  s a i d ,  "Never m ind  M r .  Vokov ich ,  w e ' l l  see 
t h a t  he i s  b u r i e d . "  So, t h o s e  t h r e e  guys a r e  s t i l l  i n  
t h e r e ,  unde rnea th  t h a t  t h e r e  w a l l  t h a t  caved i n  on 'em. 
Never  d i d  g e t  'em o u t  o f  t h e r e .  So, s t o r i e s  l i k e  t h a t .  
B u t  o f  cou rse ,  l i k e  I say, I l i v e d  r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  
b o t t o m  o f  t h e  h i l l ,  t h e r e ,  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  L a s t  Chance 
Mine .  
Why was i t  c a l l e d  L a s t  Chance? 
What? 
Why was i t  c a l l e d  L a s t  Chance? 
W e l l ,  t h a t  was j u s t  a  name t h a t  was g i v e n  t o  i t .  I t ' s  a  
m i n i n g  p r o p e r t y ;  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  l i k e  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  You 
s e l e c t  any name t h a t  comes t o  y o u r  m ind ;  name t h e  mine  
l o c a t i o n  by any name t h a t  you want.  You can c a l l  you r  
m i n i n g  c l a i m s  number one, two, t h r e e ,  f o u r  o r  A ,  B, C ,  D, 
o r  you can s t a r t  c a l l i n g  t h e n  t h e  L o s t  G i r l ,  t h e  P r e t t y  
Boy, o r  a n y t h i n g  you want t o  c a l l  'em, see. And ah, i t  was 
c a l l e d  t h e  l a s t  Chance Mine.  And ah, I d o n ' t  know why t h e  
l o c a t o r  e v e r  g i v e  i t  t h a t  name. B u t  ah, i t ' s  q u i t e  a  
company'. You l o o k  a round  abou t  you, around h e r e  and you 
see some o f  t h e s e  mines  a round  here ,  and you see some o f  
t h e s e  mines;  t h e  Sunsh ine ,  Hec la ,  and C a l l a h a n ,  t h e  Coeur 
d l A l e n e ,  mines l i k e  t h a t .  Bunker  H i l l ,  Page, McAndres, 
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  Nabob. And, wonder where t h e y  g e t  t h e  names 
b u t  t h e r e  t h e y  a r e .  And ah,  ... 
So, you were l i v i n g  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  p i l e  you say? 
L a s t  Chance. 
What? 
You were l i v i n g  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  . . .  ? 
Yea. A t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  L a s t  Chance Mine.  And ah, . t h e r e  
was abou t ,  oh, p r o b a b l y  about  300 men employed t h e r e .  And 
ah, t h e  h o s p i t a l  was down t h e  s t r e e t .  Oh, p r o b a b l y  abou t  
two b l o c k s  from where we l i v e d .  And, you,  see if m i n e r s  
g e t  h u r t ,  W i n t e r t i m e  and Summertime. Here come f o u r  men 



p a c k i n g  a  s t r e t c h e r .  And t h e y ' d  have a  pe rson  on t h i s  h e r e  
canvas.  L i k e  t h i s  s t r e t c h e r ' s  two p o l e s ,  a  p i e c e  o f  canvas 
t h a t  you r o l l  i t  up,  you know. T h e y ' l l  p u t  t h e  guy i n  
t h e r e  and come back w i t h  'em down t h e  h i l l .  A n ' ,  maybe t h e  
b l o o d  would j u s t  be r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  guy. R i g h t  on t h e  
ground.  You j u s t  f o l l o w  t h e  b l o o d  a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  And ah,  t h e r e  used t o  be a  v e r y  bad d e a l  t h e r e .  
Even up  t i l l  the . . . even  up  t o  t h e  '30s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
I d a h o .  W e l l ,  t h e y  g o t  ambulances and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  
we a r e  t a l k i n g  abou t  i n d u s t r i a l  compensat ions.  P a i d  v e r y ,  
v e r y  s m a l l  amounts, you know, see.  You t a k e ,  oh, a  s i n g l e  
f e l l o w .  Say l i k e  he was i n  town h e r e ,  and p a i d  h i s  b o a r d  
and room, you know. Laundry ,  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  A n t ,  
i f  he g o t  a  b r o k e n  f o o t  o r  someth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  why, h i s  
paycheck would s t o p  and h e ' d  be dependent on s t a t e  
i n d u s t r i a l  compensat ion.  W e l l ,  t h e y ' d  p u t  a  c a s t  on h i s  
f o o t  and t e l l  ' i m  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e r e ,  you know. B u t  he 
w o u l d n ' t  have enough money t o  pay h i s  b o a r d  and room even. 
He was r i g h t  on c h a r i t y  i f  he was b r o k e .  He h a d n ' t  enough 
money because S t a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Compensat ion w o u l d n ' t  pay 
h i m  enough so he c o u l d  e a t .  And h e r e  he had a  b r o k e n  l e g .  

DB: D i d  t h e y  have a  poo r  house i n  t h e  c o u n t y  here?  
MC: They c a l l e d  i t  an i n f i r m a r y  up h e r e .  
XF: I t  was i n  Osborn. 
DB: Where? 
XF: I t  was i n  Osborn.  
MC: ... and t h e n  . . .  t h e y ' d  t a k e  t hese  aged peop le  t h e r e .  And t h e  

b u i l d i n g  i s  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  up t h e r e .  I t  was a lways  up 
t h e r e .  I t ' s ,  t h e  F o r e s t  Depar tment  i s  u s i n g  i t  now. And 
ah, i t  was a  good b u i l d i n g .  And ah, b u t ,  o f t  t i m e s  t h e s e  
b u i l d i n g s  up  t h e r e  were r u n  on a  c o n t r a c t .  Tha t  peop le  
would  b i d  so much t o  o p e r a t e ,  you know. C o u l d n ' t  t e l l  
abou t  t h e  c a r e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s .  Bu t  1'11 neve r  f o r g e t ,  
l i k e  i n  Wardner, t h e r e  was an o l d  Russ ian  t h a t  l i v e d  up on 
t h e  s i d e  h i l l .  He came h e r e  as an i m m i g r a n t .  He c o u l d n ' t  
t a l k ,  ah,  v e r y  good E n g l i s h .  He had a  h a r d  t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  
exp ress  h i m s e l f .  And ah, he was a  s tone  mason. W e l l ,  as 
t h e  town d e t e r i o r a t e d  t h e r e  was no work f o r  ' i m .  An1 ,  so ,  
he t r i e d  r a i s i n g  l i t t l e  garden,  on t h e  s i d e  o 1  t h e  h i l l .  
And he had a  c a b i n ,  and one room i n  i t .  Boy, we used t o  go 
up t h e r e ,  t a l k  w i t h  I i m .  And ah, he a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  
company v e r y  much. He l i k e d  t o  have p e o p l e  come and t r y  t o  
t a l k  t o  h im.  Because he was r a t h e r  lonesome by h i m s e l f .  
We'd have c o n v e r s a t i o n .  I t ' d  be v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  B u t ,  we 
asked h im why he had two beds i n  h i s  c a b i n ,  you know, see. 
The r a b b i t s  he had t h e r e ,  t h e y  r a n  under  h i s  house and 
t h r o u g h  t h e  house. And t h e r e  were r a b b i t s  a l l  o v e r ,  you 
know. And ah, t h a t ' s  how he s u s t a i n e d  h i m s e l f  on t h e s e  
r a b b i t s ,  and t h e  garden  he had. Every  once i n  a  w h i l e ,  
h e ' d  t a k e  a l i t t l e  c a r t  he made. He 'd  go a round  town and 
t r y  t o  s e l l  some o f  t hese  v e g e t a b l e s .  O r ,  h e ' d  go t o  t hese  
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b o a r d i n g  houses,  t r y  t o  bum f o r  f o o d  t h a t  he c o u l d  g e t .  
Tha t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  t h r o w  away, i n  t h e  garbage cans,  you 
know. T h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  T h a t ' s  how he made a  l i v i n g .  And 
ah,  1'11 n e v e r  f o r g e t .  I grew up a  l i t t l e  b i t ,  an '  I was 
w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  mine.  There  was a b o u t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  o f  u s  
young f e l l o w s .  Every  n i g h t  we would  come o f f  t h i s  
moun ta i n .  Why, we'd r u n  down t h e  m o u n t a i n  and come t o  
town.  We d i d n ' t  have any d r y  house o r  p l a c e  t o  change y o u r  
c l o t h e s .  We worked r e a l  h a r d  d u r i n g  t h e  day. Why, i n  t h e  
w i n t e r  t i m e  t h e  c l o t h e s  would  f r o z e  on you b e f o r e  y o u ' d  g e t  
home. When y o u ' d  g e t  home, e v e r y t h i n g  be f r o z e .  Even y o u r  
h a i r  f r o z e .  And ah, anyway, we were r u n n i n g  down t h e  
s t r e e t .  B u t ,  I ' m  g e t t i n g  away f rom t h e  s t o r y .  W e l l ,  o l d  
John h e r e ,  he g o t  i n f i r m  and f e e b l e  and t h e y  t o o k  h i m  up 
t h e r e  t o  t h e  i n f i r m a r y .  They c l e a n e d  h im  up.  G i v e  h i m  a  
b a t h ,  and p u t  c l e a n  c l o t h e s  on ' i m .  Bu t  he d i d n ' t  want  t o  
be u p  t h e r e .  So, he l e f t  t h e  i n f i r m a r y  and he wa l ked  f r o m  
Osborn.  He d i d ,  back  t o  Wardner,  and back up t o  h i s  o l d  
c a b i n  up  t h e r e .  Now l i k e ,  u s  young f e l l o w s  were r u n n i n g  
down t h e r e .  And t h e r e  was t h e  depu t y  s h e r i f f  t h e r e  and t h e  
u n d e r t a k e r .  They d e p u t i z e d  u s  young f e l l o w s .  We had t o  go 
up t o  t h i s  h e r e  c a b i n  up t h e r e ,  and h e l p  t h i s  u n d e r t a k e r .  
P i c k  up  John. O l d  John,  h e ' d  been dead f o r  q u i t e  a  w h i l e ,  
and he was p r e t t y  r i p e .  Boy, I t e l l  you,  a f t e r  t h a t ,  when 
I come r u n n i n g  down t h e  s t r e e t  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s ,  I saw t h e  
depu t y  s h e r i f f  and an u n d e r t a k e r ,  I ' d  p u t  a  l o t  o f  speed on 
me. Boy,  Then, a f t e r  I d i d n ' t  g e t  s t u c k . . .  . 
Why d i d  he have two beds? 
What? 
Why d i d  he have two beds? 
Ah? 
You s a i d  t h a t  he had two beds? 
Why d i d  he have 'em? 
W e l l ,  he s a i d .  He had t h e s e  two beds,  he s a i d ,  " I f  t h e  
bugs wou ld  f i n d  me i n  t h i s  bed, "  he s a i d ,  " I ' d  go o v e r  t o  
t h e  o t h e r . "  See. 
I see. 
He had bedbugs. And ah, bedbugs were common i n  a  m i n i n g  
camp. They were everywhere  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e y  were.  They 
w e r e n ' t  j u s t  i n  t h e  m i n i n g  camps. They were a l l  o v e r .  
Were t h e r e  e v e r  any s t o r i e s  a b o u t  Ch inese  wo rke rs?  
The re  were no Chinese i n  t h e  Coeur d l A l e n e s .  
Why was t h a t ?  
Excep t  . . .  W e l l ,  ah, t h i s  h e r e  Ch inese ,  t h e y  came i n t o  
Shoshone County  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days,  i n  t h e  ' 6 0 s .  The p l a c e r  
m i n i n g  t h a t  was done down a round  on t h e  C l e a r w a t e r .  I n  
P i e r c e ,  I d a h o ,  i n  O r o f i n o .  Tha t  a rea .  Ah, o f  c o u r s e ,  
Shoshone Coun ty ,  as you m i g h t  know, was a  v e r y  l a r g e  
c o u n t y .  I s ,  i s  i t  was f i r s t  s e t  up as  a  t e r r i t o r y .  And 
I d a h o  was a  v e r y  l a r g e  a rea ,  t o o .  I d a h o  was s t a r t e d  f r o m  
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t h e  Salmon R i v e r ,  where i t  comes i n t o  t h e  Snake. The 
s o u t h e r n  boundry  o f  Shoshone Coun ty  d i d .  I t  went eas twa rd  
t o  t h e  Rocky M o u n t a i n s .  I t  went westward t o  t h e  Columbia  
R i v e r .  Then i t  came a l l  t h e  way n o r t h  t o  t h e  Canad ian  
b o r d e r .  And so,  Shoshone c o u n t r y  was, o r i g i n a l l y  c o n t a i n e d  
a  g r e a t  p o r t i o n  o f  Montana,  Washington,  and a l l  o f  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  I d a h o  c o u n t i e s .  And ah, t h e  Ch inese ,  t h e y  came i n  
w i t h  t h e  g o l d  r u s h .  Bu t  ah, t h e  massacre i n  P i e r c e ,  I d a h o ,  
t h e n  was t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  Shoshone c o u n t y .  And t h e  Ch inese  
t h e r e  were supposed t o  have k i l l e d  t h e  s t o r e - k e e p e r  down 
t h e r e .  And t h e n  t h e y  k i l l e d  a  bunch o f ,  a  l a r g e  number o f  
Ch inese .  There was f r o m  t h a t  t i m e  on i t  was s o r t  o f  an 
u n w r i t t e n  l a w ,  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  no Ch inese  i n  Shoshone 
Coun ty .  Bu t  ah, t h e n  t h e  c a p i t a l  was moved f r o m  P i e r c e ,  
I d a h o ,  t o  Mu r ray ,  I d a h o ,  i n  1884,  I t h i n k  i t  was. And ah, 
t h e r e  was amongst t h e  m i n e r s .  They b r o u g h t  up a  c o n c l u s i o n  
amongst t hemse l ves ,  t h e y  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t  
h e r e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  wou ld  be no Ch inese ,  o r  any O r i e n t a l  
p e o p l e ,  i n  t h i s  h e r e  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t .  
Were t h e r e  any b l a c k s ?  
What? 
Were t h e r e  e v e r  any b l a c k s ?  
No, a  b l a c k  pe rson  was neve r  welcome e i t h e r  i n t o  t h i s  
a r e a .  There was a  few t h a t  came i n  he re ,  b u t ,  ahh.. .Even 
u n t i l  t h i s  h e r e ,  j u s t  a  few r e c e n t  y e a r s  ago.  A b l a c k  
p e r s o n  w a s n ' t  a l l o w e d  t o  s t a y  o v e r n i g h t  i n  town.  I 
remember when t h e  Ha r l em  G l o b e t r o t t e r s ,  ... n o t  t h e  Ha r l em  
G l o b e t r o t t e r ,  t h e  Kansas C i t y  Monarchs came he re .  S a t c h e l  
Pa ige ,  p l a y i n g  b a l l  f o r  them. They c o u l d n ' t  s t a y  i n  town 
o v e r n i g h t .  I know when a  b l a c k  pe rson  come around,  h e ' d  be 
met by  a  l a w  o f f i c e r .  He 'd  t e l l  'em,''You g o t  20 m i n u t e s  t o  
g e t  o u t  o f  town."  And ah, . . .  
I s  t h a t  i n  Wardner,  o r  K e l l o g g ?  
Oh yes.  Wardner, K e l l o g g ,  any p l a c e  i n  Shoshone Coun ty .  
And t h e  same way w i t h  O r i e n t a l s .  They w e r e n ' t  welcome h e r e  
a t  a l l .  They j u s t  had no p l a c e  f o r  'em. And ah,  ... 
There was a  Negro cook a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  
Yes t h e r e  was a  Negro cook a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  She s t a y e d  
h e r e . .  . 
And t h e r e  was a  shoesh ine  boy.  ... k e p t  p r e t t y  much t o  h e r s e l f .  B u t  she cooked.  And t h e r e  
was a  Negro t h a t  came i n  h e r e  one t i m e ,  he was a  s h o e s h i n e r .  
And t h e y  l e t  h i m  s t a y .  
And ah, he s h i n e d  shoes f o r  a  w h i l e .  Then t h e r e  was 
a n o t h e r  Negro.  He was h a l f  Negro,  t h a t  was what he was. 
More o f  a  m u l a t t o .  Bu t  ah, h i s  w i f e ,  she was c o l o r e d  and 
she was t h e  f i r s t  c o l o r e d  woman t o  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I d a h o .  He name was Smi th .  And h e r  husband, 
he a l s o  s t u d i e d  l a w .  He was h a l f  w h i t e .  And ah,  N i g g e r  
Sm i t h ,  t h e y  c a l l e d  him. H e ' s  s t i l l  a l i v e .  A v e r y  
i n t e l l i g e n t  man. And he ... 



DB: Where does he l i v e ?  
MC: B u t  ah, O r i e n t a l s  were n e v e r  welcome i n  t h i s  a r e a  h e r e .  

B u t  ah, o f  c o u r s e ,  you  m i g h t  r e a l i z e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  u p  
and  down t h e  P a c i f i c  c o a s t  t h a t  O r i e n t a l s  w e r e n ' t  welcome, 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  ' 2 0 s .  Even C a l i f o r n i a .  Some s t a t e s  
passed  l a w s  t h a t  O r i e n t a l s  c o u l d  n o t  own p r o p e r t y .  And ah, 
t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  And ah,  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  i t  i s ,  t h e  Negro,  
h e  n e v e r  d i d  t a k e  much t o  m e t a l  m i n i n g .  Ah, I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
t h i n k  t h e  Negro c a r e d  f o r  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  b e i n g  u n d e r g r o u n d  
a n d  n o t  ... b e i n g  i n  t h e  d a r k .  And ah, I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know 
any r e a s o n  why he c o u l n ' t  have  f o l l o w e d  t h e  m i n i n g  
i n d u s t r y .  B u t  ah, I n e v e r  d i d  know v e r y  many o f  them. I 
guess t h e r e  were Negro c o a l m i n e r s .  B u t  ah, t h e r e  was 
n e v e r . .  . . . 
(END OF TAPE 22; S i d e  2 )  


