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Tape 22; S i d e  1 

B e f o r e  t h e n .  B e f o r e  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  when you were i n  a  
boom p e r i o d ,  what  d i d  p e o p l e  do f o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  t h e n ?  
Oh, t h a t  was a  m i n i n g  camp. T h a t  was w i d e  open.  I . . . u p  
t h e r e ,  l i k e  Wardner,  had ah, g a m b l i n g  games. And ah, t h e y  
have . .  . 
What k i n d  o f  g a m b l i n g ?  
Oh, any k i n d  o f  g a m b l i n g  you c o u l d  t h i n k  o f .  As l o n g  as  
you c o u l d  b e t  a  d o l l a r .  And ah,  . . .  
T h a t  was t h e  minimum s t a k e s ?  
Oh, no.  They had v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  games. And ah, t h e y  had 
back room games t h e r e  was no l i m i t .  P l a y  w h a t e v e r  amount 
oP money you had. And ah, t h e y  had o t h e r  game house r u l e s ,  
you know; i t  wou ld  be l i m i t e d  i n  t h e  amount t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  
b e t .  And ah, .  . . 
Were t h e s e  i n  s a l o o n s  u s u a l l y ,  t h e  g a m b l i n g ?  
Oh, yes .  They were i n  r e g u l a r  s a l o o n s .  Even t h o u g h  t h e y  
had P r o h i b i t i o n ,  you c o u l d  buy homebrew and moonsh ine.  
C a r d  games. You l o o k  a t  a  p l a c e  and p r o b a b l y ,  see 1 0  o r  1 5  
guy s t a n d i n g  a t  a  b a r  d r i n k i n g ,  and maybe 45 /50  guys  
p l a y i n g  c a r d s .  Maybe a b o u t  f o u r ,  f i v e  p o o l  t a b l e s  were 
g o i n g .  They had a l l  k i n d s  o f  c a r d  games. C a r d  games w h i c h  
you d o n ' t  see t o d a y .  They p l a y e d  a  l o t  o f  F a i r b a n k s  i n  
t h o s e  days,  F a r o .  And ah, you b e t  you know. L i k e  t h e y  
d e a l  o u t  o f  a  box .  The c a r d s  a r e  i n  a  box .  P u l l  c a r d s  o u t  
o f  a  box ,  you b e t  on t h o s e  c a r d s  coming  up.  S t a r t i n g  t h e r e  
you  p l a c e  y o u r  b e t s .  You p l a c e  y o u r  b e t s  i n  v a r i o u s  ways. 
You can c o v e r  you b e t s .  Man k e e p i n g  c a s e s ( ? )  h i s  t i m e  a 
s u i t  comes up, why, has  a  bead up t h e r e  you  know, f o r  each,  
i f  a  d iamond, o r  i f  i t ' s  h i s  s u i t ,  he moves a  bead. And 
u s u a l l y  you g e t  some o l d  de fo rmed  guy,  w i t h  good e y e s i g h t .  
He p r e t e n d s  t h a t  he n e v e r  l o o k  up  h e r e  b u t  he w o u l d  a l w a y s  
be on t h e  r i g h t  bead and t h e  r i g h t  s u i t .  B u t ,  t h e n  you had 
t h e  mouse g,ames. They b e t  on t h e  h o l e  t h e  mouse w o u l d  go 
down. L i v e  mouse. 
Who were some o f  t h e  g a m b l i n g  c h a r a c t e r s ,  do you remember? 
Oh yes .  Yes. W e l l ,  t h e r e  was a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  who . . .  t h e  
town .  Gamb l ing ,  you know, t h e y  s a i d  t h e  . . . y  ou h a d n ' t  even 
h e a r d  o f  t h e  game P a n g i n g i .  I t  was p l a y e d  w i t h  11 d e c k s  o f  
c a r d s .  And ah, t h e y  had a  c e r t a i n  phase i n  t h e  game, and 
t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  game o f  P a n g i n g i  was i n v e n t e d  t o  keep  t h e  



DB: 
MC: 

DB: 
MC: 
DB: 
MC : 

DB: 
MC : 

DB: 
MC: 

DB: 
MC: 

DB: 
MC : 

t i n h o r n s  and p imps o f f  t h e  s t r e e t s .  And ah,  as a  r e s u l t  o f  
t h a t  t h e y  had a  c l a s s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t o w n  . . . t  h e r e  a l w a y s  was, 
i n  a  m i n i n g  camp t h e r e  a l w a y s  were  j u s t  as many p e o p l e  
t h e r e  t h a t  t r i e d  t o  m i n e  t h e  m i n e r s .  Get  t h e  money o u t  o f  
t h e  m i n e r ' s  p o c k e t  as  t h e r e  was p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  
u n d e r g r o u n d .  See, t h e  m i n e r  i s  p r e t t y  r e c k l e s s  w i t h  h i s  
money. He c a n  b l o w  i t  a s  f a s t  as he g e t s  i t .  And ah ,  ... 
Was t h e r e  a  r e d  l i g h t  d i s t r i c t  i n  town?  
Oh, yes .  They had  a  r e d  l i g h t  d i s t r i c t .  As a  m a t t e r  o f  
f a c t ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n  was l e g a l i z e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  I d a h o  t i l l  
1915.  Now, maybe some towns  d i d n ' t  have p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Now 
Wardner ,  I d a h o  had p r o s t i t u t i o n .  And ah, t h e y  had a  
s e c t i o n  o f  t o w n .  They had i t  f e n c e d  o f f .  They had a  b i g  
g a t e  a round . .  . 
Were was t h a t  i n  town?  
What? 
Where was t h a t ?  
T h a t  was up  i n  Wardner  d i s t r i c t  t h e r e  . . .p  e r h a p s  you saw t h e  
o l d  t a v e r n  u p  t h e r e ?  T h a t  t h e r e  o l d  s t o n e  b u i l d i n g .  And 
o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c r e e k  u p  t h e r e ,  n e x t  t o  t h e  h i l l .  
And ah,  t h e y  had  a  g a t e  t h e r e  and a  s i g n  t h e r e ,  and  r e d  
l i g h t s  o n  i t .  F i v e  d o l l a r s  f i n e  f o r  l e a v i n g  t h i s  g a t e  
open,  you know. And ah,  t h e s e  p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e r e  were  t o  
s t a y  r i g h t  t h e r e  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s .  They w e r e n ' t  
t o  be o u t  i n  town.  And ah, t h e y  were f o u n d  o u t  i n  a n o t h e r  
p a r t  o f  t own  t h e y ' d  be  s u b j e c t  t o  heavy f i n e s .  They 
w e r e n ' t  supposed t o  b e  i n  any o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  O r  any o f  t h e  s a l o o n s .  They were  j u s t  
supposed  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s .  
Was t h e r e  any l a w  e n f o r c e m a n t  i n  t o w n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  
Oh yes .  Oh y e s .  They had l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  And ah, 
t h e  p o l i c e m a n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  l i k e  i n  W a r d n e r ' s ,  t h e y  had one 
c h i e f  o f  p o l i c e .  And he c o u l d  d e p u t i z e  anybody i f  he 
needed any h e l p .  
Would t h e y  b o t h e r  . .. 
P o l i c e m a n ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  he  was t h e  k i n g  o f  t h e  h i l l .  When 
he  went t o  a r r e s t  somebody he a r r e s t e d .  H e ' d  gonna t a k e  
you  t o  j a i l ,  y o u ' d  go t o  j a i l .  No q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h a t .  
D i d  t h e y  b o t h e r  t h e  p r o t i t u t e s  much? 
Oh no,  no. The p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e y ' d  come t o  town.  T h e y ' d  
come t o  town  t h e y ' d  have  t o  g e t  a  l i c e n s e  a t  c i t y  h a l l .  
They had t o  pay  a  c e r t a i n  f e e  each month .  They were  
s u b j e c t  t o  m e d i c a l  i n s p e c t i o n  e v e r y  week. T h i n g s  l i k e  
t h a t .  I t  was r u n  a t  a  v e r y  o r d e r l y  f a s h i o n .  
D i d  t h e  m i n e r s  e v e r  go t o  W a l l a c e  f o r  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e s  t h e r e ?  
Oh yes .  E v e r y  once  ... K e l l o g g  d i d n ' t  have much 
p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  W a l l a c e  d i d .  K e l l o g g  d i d ,  M u l l a n  d i d .  
And ah, t h e y  ah, t h e y  had l o t  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  t h e r e .  
T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I t  was w i d e  open.  Even h e l d  on t h r o u g h  t h e  
' 3 0 s  t h e r e  were  p r o s t i t u t e s  i n  t h e  commun i t y .  
W a l l a c e  ... i r r e g a r d l e s s  t o  what  communi ty  you go t o ,  why, 



DB: 
MC : 

DB: 

MC : 

DB: 
MC : 
DB : 
XM: 
DB: 
MC: 

DB: 
MC: 

DB: 
MC: 
DB: 
MC : 

i t s  t h e  o l d e s t  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e  o l d e s t  t r a d e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  
I t  s t i l l  e x i s t s .  I guess i t  a lways  w i l l  be .  M a t t e r  o f  
f a c t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  f i n d  i t  b o l d l y  o p e r a t i n g ,  any p l a c e  you 
wan t  t o  f i n d  i t .  
So, i t  was an o r d e r l y  t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  
I t  i s  an o r d e r l y  t y p e  o f  o p e r a t i o n .  Yes. L i k e  I say,  
p r o s t i t u t e s  were l e g a l i z e d  u n t i l  1915.  They had a  l e g a l  
s ys tem o f  o p e r a t i o n .  And ah,  a f t e r w a r d s  why t h e n  i t  
became, more o r  l e s s ,  a  r a k e o f f  sys tem.  Where t h e y  had t o  
pay p o l i c e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  you know. I t  was an u n d e r - t h e - c o v e r  
o p e r a t i o n s .  T h i s  t h e  same t h i n g  you have t o d a y .  See, 
I d a h o ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  l e g a l i z e  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  l e g a l i z e  
gamb l i ng ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  l e g a l i z e  some o f  t h e  b a r s .  These a r e  
y o u r  p l a c e s  , tha t  o p e r a t e ,  t h i s  . . . p  l a c e s  t h a t  s e l l  l i q u o r .  
And ah, you can t a k e  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  p l a c e  s e l l i n g  b e e r  
h e r e ,  e x c e p t  t h e  s t o r e s ,  what I mean, t h e r e  a r e  p l a c e s  t h a t  
supposed t o  be l i c e n s e d  as  t o  y o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  why, e v e r y  one o f  t h e s e  p l a c e s  you can buy a  
d r i n k  i n  i t ,  o r  some th i ng  l i k e  t h a t .  And ah, t h e y  have 
gamb l i ng .  I t ' s  s t i l l  w ide  open. P r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  t h e  same 
way, as f a r  as  t h a t  goes.  And ah, you know t h a t  t h o s e  
t h i n g s  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  a  communi ty ,  you a l s o ,  you a l s o  
know t h a t  t h e y  a r e  p a y i n g  p r o t e c t i o n s .  There  i s  a  handou t  
somewheres. Because,  ah,  i f  t h e y  d o n ' t  pay t h e i r ,  as t h e y  
say  g rease  t h e  whee l ,  t h e y  w o n ' t  o p e r a t e .  
I n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 20s  how many t a v e r n s  were t h e r e  i n  Wardner,  
can you remember? 
Yes. I can.. . ,  t h e r e  were a  g r e a t  number o f  them. And ah, 
Wardner,  I t h i n k  a t  one t i m e  t h e y  had t h r e e  u n d e r t a k i n g  
p a r l o r s  and 23 s a l o o n s .  
Three hundred  what k i n d  o f  p a r l o r ?  
Three  u n d e r t a k i n g  p a r l o r s ,  and 23 s a l o o n s .  
I s t i l l  d i d n ' t  c a t c h .  .. 
Three  u n d e r t a k i n g  ... 
Oh, u n d e r t a k i n g .  
U n d e r t a k i n g  p a r l o r s ,  what t h e y  c a l l e d  them. You know, 
m o r t u a r i e s .  M o r t u a r y  works ,  was u s u a l l y  done by  somebody 
who r a n  a  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e .  Someth ing l i k e  t h a t  you know. 
And ah, so,  yes,  m a t t e r  o f ,  f a c t  Wardner, many s a l o o n s .  
O f t  t i m e  you have whole  b l o c k ,  o f  n o t h i n g  b u t  s a l o o n s .  
D i d  t h e y  have ah, l i k e  dance h a l l s ?  
Oh, yes.  Yes. They had t h e  Fanny C h r y s l e r  B u i l d i n g ,  down 
t h e r e ;  i t  was a  l a r g e  dance h a l l .  They had two dance h a l l s  
t h e r e .  Ah, ah, I have some o l d  maps i n  h e r e ,  I d o n ' t  know 
e x a c t l y  where t h e y  a r e  now. B u t  t h e y  ah,  i n s u r a n c e  maps 
f r o m  1896.. .  
Sanborn maps? 
What? 
Sanborn maps? Sanborn i n s u r a n c e  maps? 
Yea. I t h i n k  t h e y  were. Yea. D e f i n e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  and 
t h e  t y p e s  o f  b u i l d s . . . o r  b u s i n e s s e s  t h e t  were i n  t h e r e .  



And.. . enumera te  q u i t e  a  few o f  'em. B u t  ah,  I c a n  remember 
d u r i n g  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n ,  when I was a  boy ,  t h a t  t h e y  had  t h e  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  t h e n .  And r i g h t  above t h e  r e d  l i g h t  d i s t r i c t  
t h e r e  was a  f e l l o w  t h e r e  ..., h i s  name was John V o k o v i c h .  
He made w i n e .  And he had some b u i l d i n g  u p  t h e r e  and he 
t o o k  t h e  p a r t i t i o n s  o u t  o f  h i s  b u i l d i n g s  and made i t  i n t o  a  
dance f l o o r .  And, t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  i t 1  was i l l e g a l  f o r  them 
t o  l e a v e  t h i s  h e r e  p r e m i s e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  
w o u l d .  W e l l ,  t h e  m i n e r s  wou ld  go t o  t h e  houses  o f  
p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e y  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  g i r l s  and  t h e y  w o u l d  go 
u p  t h e r e  t o  J o h n ' s  and  p l a y  t h e  phonographs ,  and  t h e y  c o u l d  
dance t h e r e  and d r i n k  t h e  w i n e ,  you  know, see.  They h a d  
t h e ,  q u i t e  a  few b o o t l e g  j o i n t s .  G a m b l i n g  p l a c e s .  I 
remember one o f  them l i k e  Pops F o r d ,  he was q u i t e  a  g a m b l e r  
e v e r y b o d y  c a l l e d  h i m  B o o t s .  And ah,  B o o t s ,  he was a l s o  
m a k i n g  a  l i t t l e  moonsh ine .  And F e d e r a l  a g e n t s ,  c o u n t y  
o f f i c e r s  came. D e s t r o y e d  h i s  s t i l l ,  and h i s  o p e r a t i o n .  
A n 1 ,  B o o t s ,  he  p u l l e d  a  gun o n  'em. He t o l d ,  he w a s n ' t  
g o i n g  w i t h  them. He s a i d  t h a t  he b r o k e  t h e . . . t h a n  t o  come 
i n  t h i s  commun i t y .  He w a s n ' t  g o i n g  anywhere.  W e l l ,  t h e y  
h a d  a  p r e t t y  c a l m  s h e r i f f .  He t o l d  ' i m ,  w e l l  he  s a i d ,  
" Y o u ' r e  gonna have  t o  come up  t o  W a l l a c e , "  he s a i d ,  "and  
answer  t o  t h e  c h a r g e s . "  You know, he t o l d  h i m  h e  s a i d ,  
''You t h i n k  t h i s  o v e r  now1' He s a i d ,  ' 'and 1'11 b e  b a c k , "  he  
s a y s ,  "Monday," he  s a y s ,  " t o  g e t  you.  And t a k e  you  up  
t h e r e . "  W e l l ,  a f t e r  he  l e f t ,  why t h e n  B o o t s ,  he  a s k e d  a l l  
h i s  f r i e n d s .  Ah, " S h o u l d  I go t o  W a l l a c e ? " ,  y o u  know. 
They a l l  s a i d ,  "Yes,  you  g o t t a  go u p  t h e r e .  If y o u  d o n ' t ,  
why, t h e y ' l l  come down and t a k e  you  up  t h e r e .  I f  t h e y  have  
t o  c a r r y  you o n  a  s l a b ,  t h e y ' l l  t a k e  you up  t h e r e .  You 
c a n ' t  do n o t h i n g  w i t h  t h a t  o l d  h o g l e g  you  g o t  t h e r e ,  t h a t  
gun."  So, he  went  u p  t h e r e .  He g o t  f o u n d  g u i l t y .  B u t  
t h e y  had  a  F e d e r a l  t r i a l ,  i t  was a  F e d e r a l  o f f e n s e .  They 
i m p a n e l e d  a  j u r y  o f  f a r m e r s  down a r o u n d  Plummer,  I d a h o .  
And t h i s  t r i a l  was i n  Coeur  d l A l e n e  F e d e r a l  C o u r t .  B o o t s  
was v e r y  much d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  i t .  He h a d n ' t  g o t  j u s t i c e ,  
a l l  h e  g o t  was l a w .  He h a d n ' t  been t r i e d  by  a  g r o u p  o f  h i s  
p e e r s .  H e ' d  been t r i e d  b y  a  b u n c h  o f  s t o n e  t r a s h e r s .  Down 
h e r e  a t  Plummer. And he  s a i d  he know t h a t  i f  had  been 
t r i e d  i n  W a l l a c e ,  I d a h o ,  t h e y ' d  t u r n  h i m  l o o s e .  He s a i d  
h e ' d  g o t  j u s t i c e  i n  W a l l a c e ,  b u t  i n  Coeur  d l A l e n e ,  a l l  he  
g o t  was l a w .  And ah, t h a t  was t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f t  t i m e s .  
Some o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  h e r e .  And ah,  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  i s  
s t i l l . . . t h a t  a t t i t u d e  i s  s t i l l ,  more  o r  l e s s ,  p r e d o m i n a n t  
t o  Coeur  d l A l e n e  m i n i n g  d i s t r i c t .  They d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  have  
p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  t e l l  'em what  t o  do. A m i n e r ' s  
s o r t  o f  an  i n d e p e n d a n t  p e r s o n .  

DB: D i d  t h e y  e v e r  t e l l  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  M o l l y  BIDamned f rom ... ? 
MC: Oh, yes  t h a t ,  t h e  s t o r y  t h a t  was v e r y  s t r e t c h e d .  T h a t ' s  

n o t  a  r e a l l y  ... t h a t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  any o t h e r  s t o r y  t h a t  g o t  
b u i l t  up .  Ah, t h i s  h e r e  S t o o l e  who was. . .here  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
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days .  He w r o t e  a  book c a l l e d  The S i l v e r  S t r i k e .  I n  t h i s  
h e r e  book he b r i n g s  o u t  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  M o l l y  BIDamned o r  
Bedam. And h e r  name was r e a l l y  Magg ie  H a l l ,  y o u  know. O f  
c o u r s e ,  i t  b r i n g s  f o r t h  t h e  o l d  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  e v e r y  woman 
i n  a  house o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  was n o t  a  dope a d d i c t ,  o r  
d i s e a s e d ,  o r . . . s h e  was a  g i r l  f r o m  a  c o n v e n t ,  o r  n u r s e ,  o r  
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  S h e ' s  an a n g e l  o f  mercy ,  you know 
and she  w o u l d n ' t  s l i p  y o u  a  M i c k e y  F i n n ,  o r  h i t  you o v e r  
t h e  head, o r  r o l l  you i f  y o u  had a  d ime i n  y o u r  p o c k e t .  
And ah, t h i s  h e r e . . . i t  g i v e s  a  f a l s e  l i g h t  o n  l o t  o f  
s u b j e c t s ,  i t  does.  Which  o f  c o u r s e ,  w h i c h  p e o p l e  l i k e  t o  
h e a r .  The s t o r y  grows,  y o u  know. 
Do you t h i n k  t h e r e  was a  H a l l ?  
Oh y e s .  I n d e e d .  Yes. I knew p e o p l e  who knew h e r ,  r e a l  
w e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e .  H e r ,  h e r  u n c l e ,  he was i n  M u r r a y  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  days .  Yes. He p r o p r i a t e d  h i s  house ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  
t h a t ,  see? H i s  house was t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  commun i t y .  
E v e r y b o d y  i n  t o w n  u s e d  t o  come t h e r e ,  t o  h i s  p l a c e .  
S o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a  p o s t  o f f i c e .  He, he,  he.  I t  was t h a t .  
Ha, ha.  He was t h e r e  a l l  r i g h t .  And ah, b u t  ah ,  m o s t  o f  
t h e s e  h e r e  p l a c e s  a r e  n o t  r u n  t h a t  way. T h a t ' s  a  p r e t t y  
f a r  f e t c h e d  s t o r y .  And ah. .  . 
B u t  how does t h e  s t o r y  go? 
What? 
How does. . .?  
W e l l ,  she come t o  town .  And, supposed t o  be  when s h e  came 
t o  town ,  t h a t  t h e r e  she met  a  woman w i t h  a  c h i l d .  She was 
w a l k i n g  i n  o v e r  t h e  t r a i l  o v e r  t h e r e ,  Thompson F a l l s .  How 
s h e  s t o p p e d  t h e  woman b e s i d e s  t h e  t r a i l ,  and  l e t  h e r  warm 
u p  w i t h  h e r  c o a t ,  you  know. T h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  How o f t  
t i m e s  some o f  t h e s e  m i n e r s  were  s i c k ,  s h e  w o u l d  h e l p  them. 
You know, t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  And a l s o  t h i s  h e r e ,  p l a c e  o f  
p r o s t i t u t i o n  i n  M u r r a y  was c a l l e d  P a r a d i s e  A l l e y ,  y o u  
know. W e l l  t h e n ,  t h e y  had o t h e r  s t o r i e s  how e v e r y  S a t u r d a y  
n i g h t  she w o u l d  go o u t  i n  t h i s  a l l e y ,  and s h e ' d  have a t i n  
t u b .  And, t a k e  a  b a t h  i n  p u b l i c  v i e w ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  
see.  How she h a d  t o  have s o  much g o l d  d u s t  p o u r e d  i n  t h e  
b o t t o m  o f  t h e  t u b  because she  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  s i t  on  t h a t  
t i n .  He, he.  Oh, t h e y  have  a l l  k i n d s  o f  g o o f  s t o r i e s ,  y o u  
know. J u s t  what  an i m a g i n a t i o n  c o u l d  b u i l d .  Now t h e r e  
were c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e r e .  You h e a r  many, many s t o r i e s ,  
l i k e  t h a t .  T h i n g s  a b o u t  p e o p l e  t h a t  b u i l d ,  you  know. And 
one o f  them, t h a t  was . . . I  knew h e r  t w o  b r o t h e r s ,  o l d e r  
b o y s .  B i l l  and  F r e d .  T h e i r  pa  was a  s a l o o n  k e e p e r  and he 
came i n t o  M u r r a y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s .  P u t  up  a  l i t t l e  
b u i l d i n g ,  and l a t e r  on  he  p r o s p e r e d  more,  he b u i l t . . o h ,  ah, 
l i k e  he wou ld  t h e r e .  He b u i l t  a  s a l o o n .  And ah,  he had 
rooms u p  above,  i n  t h e  s a l o o n s - - h e  c o u l d  r e n t .  And, h i s  
d a u g h t e r  Velma, she d e c i d e d  when she came i n  t o  M u r r a y  w i t h  
h e r  f a t h e r ,  t h a t . . . s h e  was a  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  young 
woman...she was gonna g e t  a  m i n i n g  c l a i m . . . t i m e  . Which s h e  
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d i d .  She found o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  l o t  o f  ha rd  work t o  
i t .  I t ' s  n o t  t oo  p r o f i t a b l e .  And ah, she been s i t t i n g  on 
t h e  p iano ,  years ago, be fo re .  Sat on t h e  p iano and sang. 
And she was soon back i n  t h e  sa loon s i t t i n g  on t h e  p iano,  
s i n g i n g  aga in .  Then she took  up w i t h  ano the r  young man 
t h e r e .  T h i s  young man had a  good p l a c e r  c l a i m ,  he was 
making money. And, i t  wasn ' t  l o n g  b e f o r e  she was over  
t h e r e  cook ing  f o r  I i m .  Then she was do ing  h i s  washing. 
Then she moved i n  w i t h  him. And ah, i t  wasn ' t  l o n g  u n t i l  
he was i n  about t h e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  h i s  p l a c e r  c l a i m .  He was 
making money, a c c o r d i n g  t o  a s t r o n o m i c a l  f i g u r e s .  But  ah, 
he g o t  pneumonia and d i e d .  Wel l ,  t h i s  young man's p a r e n t s  
came t h e r e .  And they  became t h e  s o l e  h e i r s  of  these he re  
p l a c e r  c l a i m .  And ah, S t a t e  o f  Idaho always recogn ized  a  
common law mar r i age .  O f  course, she c o u l d n ' t  e s t a b l i s h  
it--common law mar r i age .  There was no p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  
mar r i age  was consummated. They d i d n ' t  have any c h i l d r e n ,  
o r  a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  So she d i d n ' t  have any th ing .  And she 
was back i n  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  sa loon.  She was s i t t i n g  on t h e  
p iano ,  s i n g i n g  aga in .  And she soon found another  young 
man. T h i s  t ime  she wasn ' t  gonna make any o f  t h e  m is takes  
she made i n  t h e  p a s t .  So, w i t h  t h i s  mar r iage,  she i n v i t e d  
t h e  whole community i n .  And ah, t h e r e  i n  he r  f a t h e r ' s  
sa loon.  And, by George they  had t h e  mar r i age ,  and s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  mar r i age  ceremony was performed, why she and he r  
husband l e f t  t h e  room and went t o  h e r  room, which was 
d i r e c t l y  above t h e  ba r .  And, p r e t t y  soon t h e  people saw a  
s t r i n g  coming down t h r o u g h  t h e  h o l e  i n  t h e  c e i l i n g .  And 
t h i s  he re  s t r i n g  come down, r i g h t  over ,  e x a c t l y  over  t h e  
b a r .  And, t h e  b a r t e n d e r  he went and s e t  a  bucket  up on t h e  
ba r - -o f  water .  And ah, t ook  an app le  w i t h  t h e  stem on i t ,  
and t i e d  a  s t r i n g  t o  i t  and he pu t  i t  over  t h e  bucke t .  The 
o t h e r  end o f  t h e  s t r i n g  were t i e d  t o  t h e  s p r i n g s  o f  t h e  
bed. And now t h e  whole community s a t  around and watched 
t h e  bucket .  And they  knew t h a t  t h e  mar r i age  was 
consummated. Ha, ha, ha. 
He, ha, ha. 
Ha, ha, ha. 
Bu t ,  ah those a r e  some o f  t h e  types  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  come 
o u t  o f  m i n i n g  camps, and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  You d o n ' t  wanna, 
you want t o  ge t  t o  t e l l  you t h e  s t o r y  o f  Maggie H a l l ,  and 
a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  j unk .  Why, t h e r e  a r e  100s o f  'em. 
So, who's Maggie H a l l ?  
We l l ,  Maggie H a l l  was t h i s  M o l l y  B'Damned. 
Wel l ,  who was t h e  woman t h a t  consummated her  mar r i age ,  what 
was her  name? 
That I s  Velma W i l b u r .  
Velma W i l b u r ?  
Yea. So, ah.. . 
Wel l ,  keep going,  those s t o r i e s  a r e  good. 



MC: Ha, ha ,  ha .  B u t ,  you  have  many s t o r i e s  l i k e  t h a t .  They 
have  v a r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r s ,  you  know. Some o f  t h e s e ,  t h i n g s  
l i k e  t h a t .  One o f  'em was a  f e l l o w  t h a t  l i v e d  u p  t h e r e  i n  
M u l l a n .  And, I knew t h e  f e l l o w ,  h i s  name was B i l l  Z u l e k .  
And ah, w e l l ,  he  was a  d a r n  good m i n e r .  And he  n e v e r  
changed h i s  c l o t h e s .  H e ' s  d i r t y  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Wore h i s  
d i g g e r s  w h e r e v e r  he  went .  You n e v e r  saw h i m  c l e a n e d  up.  
And ah,  he  w a s n ' t  t a k i n g  any chances ,  o n  t h o s e  ah. . .banks 
g o i n g  b r o k e .  So h e  t o o k  and p u t  money i n  e v e r y  bank i n  t h e  
Coeur  d l A l e n e s .  And ah,  b y  George he h a d  an o l d  C h e v r o l e t  
c a r ,  and he  came down h e r e  t o  K e l l o g g .  And t h e  c a r  b r o k e  
down. And he went  u p  t o  t h e  C h e v r o l e t  c a r  agency,  a n d ' h e r e  
t h e y  had a  b r a n d  new C h e v r o l e t  sedan t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  window. 
W a n t i n g  t o  s e l l .  And, i n  he w a l k s ,  h i s  o l d  d i r t y  c l o t h e s .  
R u s t y ,  muck on ' i m ,  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e .  And he opened up t h e  
d o o r  o f  t h i s  h e r e  new c a r ,  and s i t  r i g h t  i n  t h e  f r o n t  
s e a t .  Oh, t h e  sa lesman  j u s t  a b o u t  had a  f i t .  And ah,  he  
a s k s  h i m ,  "How much i s  t h i s  c a r ? "  And t h o u g h t  B i l l  was 
n u t s ,  you know. And he  wanted t o  g e t  ' i m  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  
And t h i s  f e l l o w  he  says  " W e l l ,  gimme a  c h e c k b o o k l V  h e  s a i d  
" o n  t h e  f i r s t  S t a t e  Bank."  The f e l l o w ,  h e  s a y s ,  "we d o n ' t  
have  any c h e c k b o o k s  o n  t h e  F i r s t  S t a t e  Bank."  " W e l l , "  t h e  
sa lesman  s a i d ,  ' ' A l l r i g h t . "  He t h o u g h t  i t  was a  good way t o  
g e t  ' i m  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  So t h e y  went  o v e r  t o  t h e  bank,  and 
w h i l e  B i l l  was o v e r  t h e r e ,  w r i t i n g  o u t  t h e  check ,  why he  

' w e n t  o v e r  and a s k e d  o l d  P h i l  Weber, he was t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  s m a l l ,  l o c a l  bank.  And he  s a i d  t o  t h a t  guy ,  he s a i d ,  
" I t  t h a t  c r a z y  d i r t y  man 's  c h e c k  any good?" The p r e s i d e n t  
o f  t h e  bank ,  Weber, he s a y s ,  "Yes, "  he s a i d ,  " H i s  c h e c k  i s  
good."  And, he  s a i d ,  " Y o u ' r e  c r a z i e r  t h a n  he  i s  t o o . "  He, 
he ,  he.  So, c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  b y  some c h a r a c t e r s  l i k e  t h a t ,  
w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  c r a z y  o r  n o t  c r a z y .  And ah ,  ... 

DB: Were t h e r e  any s t o r i e s  a b o u t  p e o p l e  g e t t i n g  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  
money, o r  g e t t i n g  a  t h o u s a n d  b u c k s ,  and j u s t  b l o w i n g  i t ,  i n  
a  n i g h t ?  

MC: Oh, yes .  You h e a r  many s t o r i e s  l i k e  t h a t .  M a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  
I worked w i t h  p e o p l e  l i k e  t h a t .  I worked w i t h  a  f e l l o w  one 
t i m e ,  i n  A l a s k a ,  t h a t  way. And ah,  by George t h a t  ah. . .he 
had  a h . . . t h e r e l s  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  way j u s t  r e g a r d l e s s  
wha t  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n  i s ,  t h e y  g o t  t h e  s p i r i t  t o  gamble.  
They c a n  w i n ,  be s a t i s f i e d ;  t h e y  can  l o s e ,  b e  s a t i s f i e d .  
And ah, t h e  m a i n  t h i n g  i s  t h e y  c a n ' t  r e t a i n  any money. 
T h e y ' r e  r e a l l y  n e v e r  happy t i l l  t h e y  h a v e n ' t  g o t  any ,  i t  
seems l i k e .  And ah,  b y  George,  he  c o u l d  work  e v e r y  
day  ... we o n l y  g o t  p a i d  once a  month ,  we were  
c o n t r a c t i n g  ... and h e ' d  e a r n  a  d a r n  good c h e c k .  And h e ' d  
g e t  i t  t o o .  And a h ,  I remember, one f e l l o w ,  one t i m e ,  he 
soon  as pay day come a b o u t ,  why e v e r y t h i n g  w o u l d  j u s t  
cease .  The f e l l o w s  j u s t  g a t h e r  a round .  They s t a r t  t h i s  
F o u r ,  F i v e ,  S i x  Game, you know. W i t h  d i c e .  Heck,  he c o u l d  
l o s e  h i s  p a y c h e c k ,  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t ,  w i t h  one t u r n  o f  t h e  



d i c e .  And, j u s t  p i c k  up h i s  l u n c h  b u c k e t  and go o u t  o f  
t h e r e ,  j u s t  as  happy as c o u l d  be. D i d n ' t  make any 
d i f f e r e n c e  t o  h im.  And ah, one t i m e  he came o v e r  t o  my 
house. We d i d n ' t  l i v e  t h e r e  r i g h t  i n  camp. And, we l i v e d  
o u t  west o f  camp. He came o v e r ,  and he s a i d  t o  me. He 
s a i d ,  "You g o t  any chaqge?" I says ,  llWellw I s a i d ,  "About 
a l l  I ' v e  g o t  i n  change, I g o t  t h i s  check . "  l lWell ,  t h a t  
w i l l  do.'' And I s a i d ,  "Remember I want some change o u t  o f  
i t  t o o . "  " W e l l , "  he s a i d ,  "1'11 b r i n g  you  back some." And 
ah, he l e f t .  Then I went ,  o v e r  abou t  noon t o  camp, why, 
went o v e r  t h e r e  and saw . .. F o u r ,  F i v e ,  S i x  Game. W e l l ,  
t h e r e  s e t  my f r i e n d  who was gonna b r i n g  me back t h e  
change. He was d r u n k e r  t h a n  a  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  There i s  
no need t o  t a l k  t o  a  d runk  man, so I j u s t  went home. Came 
back i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  t o  go t o  work.  Everybody says  t o  g e t  
o u t  and see t h e  game. So, went t o  wa tch  t h e  game. And, 
t h e r e  i s  my f r i e n d  he had a  p i l e  o f  checks  abou t  t h a t  h i g h  
i n  f r o n t  o f  ' i m .  And, b i g  s t a c k  o f  c u r r e n c y .  He b r o k e  up 
t h e  game. And he t o l d  me, " I ' m  n o t  gonna work t o n i g h t , "  he 
s a i d .  W e l l ,  I asked him, "Where a r e  you go ing? "  " W e l l ,  I 
am g o i n g  down t o  Anchorage,"  he s a i d .  l l I 1 m  l u c k y n  he s a i d ,  
"I want some money." I s a i d ,  "You go t o  Anchorage a l l  
r i g h t , "  I s a i d ,  "1 say ,  "They g o t  p e o p l e  s i t t i n g  a round ,  
w a i t i n g  f o r  you t o  come t o  town."  Well,, he came back t o  
work i n  abou t  1 0  days.  Very  s i c k  . . .g  e t  h im  s t r a i g h t e n e d  
up.  Get h im  back t o  work.  He was an e x c e l l e n t  workman. 
By George ... make a  good gamble r ,  ' cause  i t  d i d n ' t  make any 
d i f f e r e n c e  t o  him. He had t h e  s p i r i t  t o  gamble. 

DB: Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  s t o r i e s ,  when you were a  boy ,  a b o u t ,  
say 1890s,  abou t  some o f  t h e  e a r l y  t i m e r s  who were here?  

MC: Oh, yes .  There was ... t h e r e  was a  p a s s l e ,  o f  p e o p l e  h e r e  i n  
m i n i n g ,  l i k e  I say-- rugged i n d i v i d u a l i s t s .  They were. 
They were ... t h e y  . . .y  ou d i d n ' t  want t o  e v e r  c r o s s  them. And 
ah,  t h e y  t o o k  c a r e  o f  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  and t h e y  expec ted  you 
t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  y o u r  b u s i n e s s .  

DB: Were t h e r e  any o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  o t h e r  t h a n  M o l l y  Burdan,  
can  you t h i n k  o f  any names? 

MC: Oh yes.  T h e r e ' s ,  l i k e  o l d  Jack K e a t i n g ,  now. Jack  
K e a t i n g ,  he was a...ahm...of t h e  C a l e d o n i a  M i n i n g  Company. 
An1 ,  had some c l a i m s  t h a t  were nea r  t o  Ca ledon ia .  And ah, 
i n  o r d e r  f o r  them t o  g e t  a  t u n n e l  s i t e ,  t h e y  had t o  go 
t h r o u g h  h i s  p r o p e r t y .  So, he became a  v e r y  w e a l t h y  man o f  
t h i s  s t o c k  he g o t  o u t  o f  t h e  C a l e d o n i a .  He l i v e d  i n  a  
l i t t l e  l o g  house. Had, o n l y  a  d i r t  f l o o r  i n  i t .  And ah, 
he d i d n ' t  have e l e c t r i c i t y .  D i d n ' t  have any w a t e r ,  i n  
f a c t ,  h e ' d  w a t e r  o u t  o f  a  b u c k e t ,  o u r  o f  a  l i t t l e  o l d  
s p r i n g .  And ah, one l i t t l e  window i n  t h e r e .  Wore h i g h  t o p  
b o o t s .  And, o v e r a l l s  and b l a c k  o v e r c o a t .  And, b l a c k  h a t .  
T h i s  i s  more o r  l e s s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  C i v i l . . . I  mean o f  a  
Span i sh  American War h a t .  And ah, t h e r e ' s  a  peak on i t .  
And ah, he l i v e d  v e r y ,  v e r y  f r u g a l l y .  And h e r e  he was, he 
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was t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  man i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
war bonds ,  L i b e r t y  Bonds,  w h i c h  t h e y  had  i n  W o r l d  War I. 
He o f f e r e d  t o  buy  t h e  f u l l  q u o t a  o f  t h e  company. Which  was 
110,000 d o l l a r s .  And ah,  he n e v e r  had anybody he 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h ,  e x c e p t  one f e l l o w .  And, t h a t  was a  f e l l o w  
t h a t  went  w i t h  h i m  t o  s c h o o l - - i n  E n g l a n d .  And h i s  name was 
Bozo B i s h o p .  B i l l y  B i s h o p ,  he was a  l i t t l e  . .. e v e r y b o d y  
c a l l e d  h i m  Bozo.  
How d i d  he g e t  t h e  name? 
I d o n ' t  know, where he p i c k e d  u p  t h e  name Bozo,  b u t  he had  
i t .  And ah, Bozo,  h e ' d  been a r o u n d  a  w h o l e  l o t .  H e ' d  
s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  when he was young,  l i k e  many o f  
'em had  t o  i n  E n g l a n d .  H e ' d  been i n  I n d i a ,  and p l a c e s  l i k e  
t h a t .  B o z o , . h e  had a  h a b i t  o f  when h e ' d  t a l k  t o  you h e ' d  
s q u a t  down, and s e t  l i k e  o n  h i s  h e e l s .  Looked  u p  a t  you .  
J u s t  l i k e  t h e  n a t i v e  p e o p l e  o f  I n d i a .  He used  t o  s i t  f o r  
h o u r s  l i k e  t h a t ,  you  know. H e ' d  a l w a y s  be  i n  t h i s  h e r e  
s q u a t t i n '  p o s i t i o n  most  o f  t h e  t i m e .  Y o u ' d  s t a n d  w h i l e  
h e ' d  s q u a t .  And ah ,  h e ' s  a b o u t  t h e  o n l y  one h e ' d  a s s o c i a t e  
w i th .  W e l l ,  t h e n  he g o t  more i n f i r m .  A n 1 ,  k i d n e y s ,  and he 
went  t o  t h e  P r o v i d e n c e  h o s p i t a l ,  i n  W a l l a c e .  He was 
C a t h o l i c .  I t ' s  C a t h o l i c  h o s p i t a l .  
He l i v e d  i n  Wardner?  
No, t h a t  was i n  W a l l a c e ,  I d a h o .  
No, wha t  I mean, where  d i d  he l i v e ?  
He l i v e d  i n  Wardner .  
He l i v e d  i n  Wardner 
And ah, h e ' d  o n l y  had a b o u t  few f r i e n d s  t h a t  w o u l d  come t o  
see him. T h a t  was Bozo, a n 1  he had  a  d o c t o r  . . .  D o c t o r  
Mowery ... a n t  he had a, b a n k e r - - h i s  name was F l o r y .  A t  t h e  
F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank i n  W a l l a c e .  An1 ,  t h a t  was a b o u t  t h e  
o n l y  p e o p l e  t h a t  w o u l d  come t o  see ' i m .  And ah, t h e n  he 
d i e d .  And he  d i e d  w i t h o u t  a  penny.  Nobody knew where h i s  
money had  wen t .  W e l l ,  some p e o p l e  s a y ,  " W e l l ,  he b u r i e d  i t  
a r o u n d  t h e r e . "  B u t  he  d i d n ' t  b u r y  i t  a r o u n d  t h e r e .  He was 
t o o  s m a r t  man f o r  t h a t .  And ah, I t a l k e d  t o  B i l l y  a b o u t  
i t .  A b o u t  Bozo,  a f t e r w a r d s ,  a b o u t  t h e . .  . W e l l ,  he  s a i d ,  
t h e  c h u r c h  g o t  a l l  h i s  money. See. He s a i d ,  " I t  i s  a  good 
t h i n g , "  he s a i d ,  "Somebody g o t  i t  t h a t l d  spend i t  and u s e  
i t ,  you know. The way he was l i v i n g ,  f r u g a l l y  t h e r e ,  l i k e  
t h a t ,  was a  shame." He s a i d  t h a t  he  g o t  J a c k  K e a t i n g l s  
w a t c h .  I t  was a  b i g  o l d  t u r n i p ,  an w a s n ' t  w o r t h  much. And 
ah,  b y  George,  he s a i d ,  t h a t  when J a c k  d i e d .  He s a i d ,  he  
was i n  t h e  room w i t h  ' i m .  And, he  s a i d  t h a t  J a c k  s e n t  f o r  
' i m .  And he  came o u t .  S a i d ,  he  was s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  f o o t  
o f  t h e  bed.  He s a i d ,  w i t h  D o c t o r  Mowery. He s a i d  h i s  
l a w y e r  ... I mean, h i s  b a n k e r - ~ F l o r y .  He s a i d ,  I was s i t t i n g  
o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  bed,  h o l d i n g  t h e  o t h e r  hand.  He 
s a i d ,  when he was d y i n ,  he  s a i d ,  t h e r e  came a  b i g  s m i l e  on 
J a c k ' s  f a c e .  He s a i d ,  because he knew he was d y i n g  l i k e  
J e s u s  C h r i s t .  He s a i d ,  he was d y i n g  be tween  two  t h i e v e s .  



DB: Ha, ha,  ha ,  ha.  T h a t ' s  g r e a t .  T h a t ' s  f u n n y .  
MC: What? 
DB: T h a t ' s  f u n n y .  
MC: And ah, you h e a r  many s t o r i e s  a b o u t  l i k e  t h a t .  I had  one 

f r i e n d  one t i m e .  H i s  name was a h  ... R u p e r t .  And ah,  I 
worked  w i t h  h i m .  D u r i n g  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  p e r i o d ,  p r i o r  t o  
t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  And R u p e r t  g o t  l a i d  o f f .  An1 we was 
w o r k i n g  o u t  o f  Page. And he moved up t o  W a l l a c e .  C o u p l e  
o f  h i s  o t h e r  f r i e n d s ,  t h e y . g o t  t o g e t h e r  and t h e y  r e n t e d  a  
s m a l l  house.  And ah, t h e y  b a c h e l o r e d  t o g e t h e r  t h e r e .  And, 
one o f  'em was a  f e l l o w  b y  , t h e  name o f  B e e f s t e a k  Busby .... 
(END OF TAPE 22; S i d e  1) 


