
I d a h o  Panhandle  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t  
I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  A l i c e  C a r n i e  
Oc tobe r  25, 1979 
M i c a ,  I d a h o  
I n t e r v i e w e d  by D a v i d  B a r t o n  
Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  I n f o r m a t i o n  

AC = A l i c e  C a r n i e  
DB = D a v i d  B a r t o n  

AC: 
DB: 

AC: 

DB: 
AC : 

D8: 
AC : 
D8: 
AC: 

AC:  

DB: 

A C :  

Tape 19; S i d e  1 

1946 
And, how d i d  p e o p l e  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e y  wanted t o  b u i l d  a  
Grange t h e r e ?  
W e l l ,  we had a . .  .a  f a m i l y  moved i n  r i g h t  a c r o s s  f r o m  t h e  
Grange H a l l ,  who have been a c t i v e  Grange members i n  
Washington.  And a f t e r  t h e  s c h o o l  was abandoned, she 
t h o u g h t  i t  wou ld  be n i c e  t o  have some th i ng  t o .  . .as  a  
community c e n t e r ,  you see.  And, i t  was i n  1946 t h a t  t h e  
Grange was o r g a n i z e d .  I t  was M i n n i e  ... M i n n i e  Ge ra rd ,  she  
was t h e n .  She was b e h i n d  g e t t i n g  i t  s t a r t e d ,  I t h i n k  t h e y  
had 40 some c h a r t e r  members. They have  300 some members 
now. 
How f a r  does t h e  membership sp read  a round  he re?  
Dh, i t ' s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h i s  a r e ,  and K i d  I s l a n d  and Coeur 
d l A l e n e ,  and o t h e r  s i d e  o f  Coeur d lA l ene .  Some p e o p l e ,  
some o f  o u r  members a r e  f r o m  up t o w a r d s  K e l l o g g  and. . .even.  
Where i s  t h e  c l o s e s t  Grange t o  h e r e ,  do you know? 
B e l l e  Grove .  I t s  a b o u t  f i v e ,  s i x  m i l e s  s o u t h .  
I s  t h i s  one o f  t h e  m a j o r  Granges h e r e ?  
Yes. I t ' s  t h e  b i g g e s t  one i n  t h i s  a r e a .  There i s  one i n  
Rathdrum and one i n  C l o v e r l e a f  and Wor ley .  
What k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  do p e o p l e  do when t h e y  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a t  
a  Grange? 
On, i t ' s  ah ... t h e y  do a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  a  s e r v i c e  t o  
t h e  communi ty .  One t h i n g ,  t h e y  l e t  o t h e r  g roups  use  t h e  
Grange H a l l ,  f o r  t h e i r  pu rposes .  And, now t h e r e  i s  e v e r y  
Tuesday a f t e r n o o n ,  a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  t h e r e  i s ,  k i d s  g e t  o f f  t h e  
s c h o o l  bus,  and t h e r e  i s  a . . . t h e y  have B i b l e  s t u d y  t h e r e  
f o r  abou t  an h o u r ,  f o r  t h e  k i d s .  And, t h e y  ah . .  . t h e  
Grange, had ... t h e y  have r e s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e y  p r e s e n t  t o  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  a r e  f a v o r a b l e  t o  f a r m i n g .  I n  f a c t ,  
o u r  Grange ... t h e  I d a h o  S t a t e  Grange M a s t e r  i s  a  member o f  
o u r  Grange. And h e ' s  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  g e t t i n g  what t h e  
Grange would  l i k e  t o  see passed i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
A r e  Granges a  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  phenomenon, you say 1946,  
were t h e y  a round  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days t o o ?  
Oh, yes.  The Grange o r g a n i z e d  i n  1867.  The N a t i o n a l  
Grange. 
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Do you remember what  some o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  Granges i n  I d a h o  
a r e ?  W e l l ,  how a b o u t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  what  w o u l d  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
Grange be? 
W e l l ,  B e l l e  Grove  i s  ahead o f  u s ,  I know. And, I t h i n k  
R a t h d r u m  was o r g a n i z e d  b e f o r e  we were. 
Why d i d  t h i s  one h e r e  g e t  so l a r g e ?  
I d o n ' t  know, b u t  we were a l w a y s  q u i t e  a a c t i v e  Grange.  
And, c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  o t h e r  p e o p l e .  We a l w a y s  have  a . . . i t l s  
a . . . t h e  Grange i s  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  we have  a password  
i n .  You have t o  know t h e  password ,  and a l l  t h i s .  T h e r e  i s  
a r i t u a l .  And t h e n  we have  t h e  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g  and  t h e n  a 
p r o g r a m  a t  e v e r y  m e e t i n g .  And t h e  p rog ram,  I t h i n k ,  h e l p s  
i n t e r e s t  p e o p l e  t o o .  
What k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s  a r e  on t h e  p rog ram? 
Somet imes t h e r e  a r e  m u s i c a l  numbers,  somet imes,  oh,  s h o r t  
s k i t s  o r  r e a d i n g s  o r . . . a t  C h r i s t m a s  t i m e  we a l w a y s  have an  
open  house f o r  t h e  w h o l e  communi ty  t o  come. And, S a n t a  
C l a u s  comes, t h e n  we have  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  s t o r y  t o l d .  L a s t  
y e a r  t h e y  had  the . . .some o f  t h e  k i d s  t a k e  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  C h r i s t m a s ,  t h e  Mary and Joseph  and t h e  C h r i s t  c h i l d .  
They have  a s t a g e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  do a l l  t h i s  on.  
How o f t e n  do you meet?  
A b o u t  t w i c e  a month .  And t h e n  t h e  second m e e t i n g  o f  e v e r y  
month...we meet  t h e  f i r s t  and  t h i r d  F r i d a y s  ... and t h e  t h i r d  
F r i d a y  we have  a p o t  l u c k .  P e o p l e  e n j o y  . . . g  e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  
f o r  a p o t  l u c k ,  and s o c i a l i z i n g .  
Were you a member o f  t h e  ~ r a n ~ e  when you  were  a c h i l d ?  
No. T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  Grange I e v e r  b e l o n g e d  t o .  I was a 
c h a r t e r  member o f  t h i s  Grange,  t h o u g h .  No, t h e y  d i d n ' t  
have  any Grange H a l l  when I was a c h i l d .  They ...j u s t  them 
t h e y  had t h e  s c h o o l .  S o c i a l  l i f e  was bound  a r o u n d  w i t h  t h e  
s c h o o l .  
How a b o u t  Chautauquas.  A r e  t h e r e  any o f  t h o s e ?  
No n o t  h e r e .  
Have t h e r e  e v e r  been? 
I n  Coeur  d l A l e n e .  I remember g o i n g ,  h a v i n g  gone t o  one i n  
Coeur  d l A l e n e .  
What d i d  t h e y  u s e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e r e ?  
I c a n ' t  remember; i t ' s  been so  l o n g  ago.  
C o u l d  t h a t  have been when you were  1 0  y e a r s  o l d ?  
I suppose.  
Where d i d  t h e y  have  communi ty  dances h e r e ? .  
Oh! A t  t h e  Grange h a l l .  By t h e  way, t h e r e  i s  one t o m o r r o w  
n i g h t ,  i f  you want . .  t o  dance.  
To dance a r o u n d ,  Yea. 
And, t h e y  have ... t h e y  have c a r d  p a r t i e s .  Dances t h e  f o u r t h  
S a t u r d a y  o f  each  month ,  and  t h e  c a r d  p a r t y  t h e  second.  
What k i n d  o f  c a r d s  do t h e y  p l a y ?  
P i n o c h l e .  
P i n o c h l e ?  D i d  you e v e r  go t o  any o f  t h e  dances i n  Coeur 
d l A l e n e ?  A t  any o f  t h e  E l k s  Lodge,  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
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No. 
Was t h e r e  e v e r  much g a m b l i n g  u p  i n  Coeur  d l A l e n e ,  t h a t  y o u  
e v e r  h e a r d  o f ?  
Oh, I guess t h e r e  has  been b u t  I d o n ' t  ... I w a s n ' t  i n v o l v e d  
w i t h  i t .  
D i d  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  h e r e  e v e r  t a l k  a b o u t  b o o t l e g  booze ,  o r  
a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?  
No, n o t  r e a l l y .  
How a b o u t  homebrewed b e e r ,  d i d  you  e v e r  h e a r  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  
t h a t ?  
I h e a r d  a b o u t  i t ,  yes .  N o t  u p  h e r e .  
Was i t  more i n  t h e  l o g g i n g  c o u n t r y ,  o r . . . ?  
I t h i n k  so.  
Has Coeur  d l A l e n e  d e v e l o p e d  much, s i n c e  y o u ' v e  been h e r e ;  
wha t  a r e  t h e . . . ?  
Oh, yes .  
What a r e  t h e  t r i g g e r i n g  e v e n t s  t h a t  have  caused  t h a t  
d e v e l o p m e n t ?  
I t ' s  g rown an a w f u l  l o t  s i n c e  we came h e r e .  
Why do you t h i n k  i t  has  grown? 
W e l l ,  p e o p l e  e n j o y  t h e  c l i m a t e ,  t h e y  l i k e  t o  l i v e  h e r e ;  
t h e y  l i k e  t h e  L a k e .  L o t s  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  C a l i f o r n i a  have  
come h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  we have  f i v e  o r  s i x  f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  up 
on t h i s  h i l l ,  b a c k  h e r e ,  t h a t  came u p  h e r e  f r o m  
C a l i f o r n i a .  T h i s  a r e a ,  r i g h t  i n  h e r e ,  i s ,  many p e o p l e ,  new 
p e o p l e  moved i n .  
W e l l ,  y o u ' v e  been a r o u n d  s i n c e  1905,  w o u l d  you  say  t h a t  
t h i s  was a  good p l a c e  t o  have  grown up? 
I t  was. 
How a b o u t  f r o m  a  woman's p o i n t  o f  v i e w ?  
I ' v e  a l w a y s  e n j o y e d  l i v i n g  h e r e .  
Was t h e  work  h a r d ?  
Yes, i t  was h a r d .  And o u r  k i d s  had t o  work ,  and t h e y  l i v e d  
a t  home. Never  had  any t i m e  t o  g e t  i n  any  t r o u b l e .  The 4H 
i s  a c t i v e  o u t  h e r e  t o o .  And w i t h  t h e  k i d s .  I was a  4H 
l e a d e r  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  and t h e y  have  good 4H l e a d e r s  now. 
I n  f a c t ,  I s t i l l  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  4H. I t  a l w a y s  u s e s  t h e  
Grange H a l l ,  t o  have  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s .  
Where i s  t h e  f a i r  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  Where do y o u  go t o  cou'nty 
f a i r ?  
W e l l ,  K o o t e n a i  C o u n t y  F a i r  i s  o u t  n o r t h  o f  Coeur  d l A l e n e .  
Do mos t  p e o p l e  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h a t ,  a r o u n d  h e r e ?  
Oh yes .  I n  f a c t ,  o u r  Grange g o t  t h e  p u r p l e  r i b b o n ,  t h e  . 
g r a n d  p r i z e  l a s t  y e a r .  
F o r  wha t?  
The Community Award. 
Oh! T h a t ' s  n i c e .  

(END OF TAPE 19;  S i d e  1 )  


