
DECISION MEMO 
2009 Timber Stand Improvement Project 

St. Joe Ranger District, Idaho Panhandle National Forests 
Northern Region, USDA Forest Service 

 

DECISION 

I have decided to implement the proposed timber stand improvement (TSI) activities which include thinning, 
release and white pine pruning activities within the St. Joe, St. Maries and Little North Fork Clearwater River 
drainages. The treatment areas are in previously harvested stands of planted and naturally regenerated trees 
covering approximately 3,800 acres.   

The project will be accomplished within a seven year period beginning in 2009.  

No commercial timber products will be removed, and no roads will be constructed.  Activity will be completed 
using existing roads.  Open roads systems would be used to access some (~1,040 ac., 27%) treatment areas.  
Most (~2,804 ac., 73%) treatment units are behind gates and/or barriers.   

Hand tools such as chainsaws for thinning and release and pruning shears for pruning will be used to complete 
the project. The age class of trees to be thinned/released are approximately 3 to 30 years of age.  The minimum 
cut tree height is 12 inches. The maximum diameter to be felled is 7.0 inches d.b.h.  The stands currently have 
400 to 6,000 conifer seedlings or saplings per acre.  A minimum 200 and a maximum of 600 trees per acre will be 
left after treatment. Trees to be pruned are generally 10-20 years old with diameters of 2-7 inches.  

Design Features  
• Directional felling will be used to minimize slash depths.  When directional felling is not incorporated, the slash 

will be cut to not exceed 6 feet long and 18 inches deep.    
•  No commercial timber products will be removed.  All slash will remain on site. 
• A 100-foot no-activity buffer will be maintained along all Class I fisheries streams and a 50-foot no-activity 

buffer will be maintained along all other wetted defined channels, springs and seeps. 
• The maximum diameter of felled trees would be 7 inches dbh (diameter at breast height).  The minimum cut 

tree height is 12 inches.    
• Dead trees and snags will not be cut.  
• Established game trails would be kept clear of slash to maintain travel linkages.   
• Existing closed gates would be locked closed after each entry and exit.  
• Timber stand improvement (TSI) activities behind closed gates or barriers would be completed by the 

beginning of the any-weapon general elk season. 
• Any access restriction devices removed to allow access for project activities would be replaced within one 

week of completion by the original type of restriction device (or equivalent) when project activities behind them 
are completed and before the beginning of the any-weapon general elk season.  

• Project activities on roads where access restriction devices were removed will be completed in as compact a 
timeframe as possible, to limit the length of time these roads remain open.  

• After the earth barrier is removed on Road 1915 a sign will be posted stating the road is open for adminstrative 
use only.    

• Contractors will comply with the St. Joe District administrative access policy.  For example, roads will not be 
opened when the distance to the activity area is less than ½ mile.    

• Pruned trees will retain a minimum of 50% live crown and will not be pruned higher than 8 feet. 
• If an active wolf den is discovered in an activity area, appropriate management authorities would be notified 

and project activities would be modified as needed to avoid adverse effects. 
• Existing goshawk nests and those found before and during project implementation would be protected with a 

40 acre no-activity buffer (Brewer and others 2007). 



• A Rhizomnium nudum,  naked mnium moss, location was flagged with pink flagging and yelllow/black stripped 
flagging. The site will be buffered with at least one tree height.   

• If any additional TES plants are found  the site will be marked and bufferred to decrease disturbance.   

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR PROJECT 
Treatment is needed to improve forest health and vigor and encourage resilience to insects, disease and other 
disturbances by reducing stand densities and promoting the development of long-lived, early-seral species like 
western white pine, western larch, and ponderosa pine.  

The thinning and release units currently have 400 to 6,000 trees per acre of mixed species of conifers.  Thinning 
and release would reduce competition in the stands, improve the growth of the remaining trees, reduce diseased 
and damaged trees, maintain stand and tree vigor, maintain stocking levels in even-aged stands and provide a 
commercially valuable wood product earlier in the rotation.  In general, the primary leave trees will be the more 
long-lived seral species such as western larch and western white pine.  The thinning/release will decrease the less 
desirable mid- to late-succession species such as grand fir and western hemlock.   

White pine pruning  is needed to reduce suseptablity to white pine blister rust and maintain the presence of western 
white pine.  Western white pine comprises up to 70 percent of the pruning units.  Western white pine trees are 
vulnerable to white pine blister rust, and pruning reduces the likelihood that spores will move from the ground 
vegeation to the tree branches. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

On December 1, 2008 information about the proposed action was sent to people who have requested to receive 
information about all projects on the St. Joe Ranger District and on December 2, 2008 that information was posted 
on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests’ website on.  A legal notice announcing the 30-day comment period was 
published in the newspaper of record, The Coeur d’Alene Press, on December 4, 2008.  During the comment 
period the Idaho Conservation League expressed interest in the project saying in general they don’t have concerns 
about the project. 

I met with representatives of the Coeur d’Alene Tribe on April 10, 2009 and discussed the proposed thinning and 
pruning.  The tribal representatives did not express any concern about the project.  Consultation with federally 
recognized, affected American Indian Tribes was completed in accordance with section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (project file PI-6).  

FINDING OF NO EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES 

This project is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental assessment or environmental impact 
statement as outlined in Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Environmental Policy and procedures Handbook, 
Chapter 30, Section 31.2  “Categories of Action for Which a Project or Case File and Decision Memo are requried”, 
Category 6 (Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement activities which do not inlcude the use of herbicides 
or do not require more than one mile of low standard road construction [Service level D, FSH 7709.56]).  

I considered all the elements of this proposal in my determination that there will be no extraordinary circumstances 
and the potential effects will be minor or non-existent.   

The proposed action is consistent with the Idaho Panhandle National Forests Forest Plan as amended by Inland 
Native Fish Strategy and that there are no extraordinary circumstances that may result in significant individual or 
cumulative effects as documented below (see project file for further details):  

1. Federally listed threatened or endangered species or designated critical habitat, species proposed for federal 
listing or proposed critical habitat, or Forest Serice sensitive species:  Biological assessments include 
determinations that the project will have no effect on the following threatened or endangered species: bull 
trout, water howellia, Spalding’s catchfly, grizzly bear, woodland caribou, and Canada lynx.  The project is 
not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the gray wolf or result in the destruction or adverse 
modification of proposed critical habitat.   
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There are no previously recorded listed threatened or endangered plant sites for these locations, and none 
are suspected. However, if any listed plants are found  the site will be marked and bufferred as to decrease 
disturbance.  

Biological evaluations for sensitive species include determinations that the project will not impact the 
following sensitive fish and wildlife species: westslope cutthroat trout, bald eagle, black-backed 
woodpecker, black swift, Coeur d’ Alene salamander,  common loon, fisher, flammulated owl, fringed 
myotis, harlequin duck, northern bog lemming, peregrine falcon, pygmy nuthatch,  Townsend’s big eared 
bat, western toad, and wolverine.  The project may impact individuals or habitat of Rhizomnium nudum, 
naked mnium moss, but will not likely contribute to a trend towards federal listing or cause a loss of viability 
to the population or species.  It will not impact any other sensitive plant species. 

2. Flood plains, wetlands, or municpal watersheds:  Project activities will not occur in flood plains, wetlands, or 
municipal watersheds.  

3. Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness study areas, or national recreation areas:  
Project activities are not proposed in any Congressionally designated areas such as wilderness, wilderness 
study areas, or national recreation areas. 

4. Inventoried roadless areas or potential wilderness areas:  The treatment units are not located in any of the 
Idaho Roadless Areas, so the project is consistent with the 2008 Idaho Roadless Rule.  Treatment units are 
not located in potential wilderness areas. 

5. Research natural areas:  Project activities will not occur in a Research Natural Area. 

6. American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites:  I met with representatives of the Coeur 
d’Alene Tribe on April 10, 2009 and discussed the proposed thinning and pruning (project file PI-6).  The 
tribal representatives did not express any concern about the project.  No known cultural or religious sites 
associated with any federally recognized American Indian groups are located in the project area.  If any 
American Indian religious sites are located in the project area they will be flagged and avoided by project 
activity, so there would be no effects to the site(s).  

7. Archaeological sites or historic properties or areas:  No historic properties will be affected.  An appropriate 
inventory was conducted and either no cultural properties are located within the area of potential effect or the 
cultural properties have previously been determined ineligible to the National Register.  

FINDINGS REQURIED BY OTHER LAWS 
National Forest Management Act  
The activities associated with this decision are consistent with the IPNF Forest Plan as amended by the Inland 
Native Fish Strategy and they  will provide for diversity of plant and animal communities as required by NFMA (16 
USC 1604 (g)(3)(B)) by improving forest health and vigor and encouraging resilience to insects, disease and other 
disturbances.  The majority of the treatment units fall within Management Areas 1, 4, and 6 and proposed activities 
are consistent with management area goals and standards for those management areas.  

Endangered Species Act 
The project will comply with the Endangered Species Act.  See discussion about Threatened and Endangered 
species Finding of No Extraordinary Circumstances above.  

Clean Water Act and Idaho Water Quality Laws 
No effect to water quality is expected, therefore, the project will comply with the Clean Water Act and Idaho water 
quality laws.  

Clean Air Act 
The project will have minimal effects on air quality and will be consistent with the Clean Air Act.  No prescribed 
burning is proposed, so no smoke will be produced.  

The National Historical Preservation Act (NHPA) 
Consultation with federally recognized, affected American Indian Tribes was completed in accordance with section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (project file PI-6).  I met with representatives of the Coeur d’Alene 
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St. Joe Ranger District Thinning Project
Vicinity and Project Area Maps

The following products are reproduced from geospatial information prepared by the 
U.S. Department of agriculture, Forest Service.  GIS data and product accuracy may 
vary.  They may be: developed from sources of differing accuracry, accurate only at
certain scales, based on modeling or interpretation, incomplete while being create
or revised, etc.  Using GIS products for purposes other than those for which they are
created may yield inaccurate or misleading results.  This information was released
on 05/08/2007.  The Forest Service Reserves the right to correct, update, modify or 
replace GIS products without notification.  For more information, contact the St. Joe 
Ranger District at (208) 245-2531.
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