United States Forest Idaho Panhandle Coeur d’Alene River
Department of Service National Forests Ranger District
Agriculture

P.O. Box 159
Smelterville, ID 83868

2502 East Sherman Avenue
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

File Code: 2810/1950
Date: March 24, 2008

To: The Interested Public

The Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District of the Idaho Panhandle National Forests is seeking comments
on a legislated proposal to convey a parcel of land. The United States Congress passed legislation
specifically authorizing the sale of the old Shoshone Base Camp in Public Law 108-436, signed by the
President on December 3, 2004. The camp is located in Shoshone County, about 33 miles up the Coeur
d’Alene River.

Shoshone Base Camp consists of approximately 32 acres located in the S¥%2SEYa, section 5 T. 50 N., R. 4
E., Boise Meridian. It was constructed by the Forest Service as a work camp in the mid-1900s. Over
time the camp was improved and buildings were added, including a large dormitory-styled building that
was constructed in the 1980s. As transportation systems improved and work logistics on the Forest
changed, the Forest Service ceased to use the site as a work camp, instead using it, with its seven
structures, largely for storage and intermittent overnight use. With only intermittent use, maintenance of
the camp was becoming a burden to the Forest Service facilities budget.

In 1996, faced with increasing maintenance costs, the Forest Service solicited private proposals for the
permitting of operations based out of the Shoshone Base Camp. The best proposal was from Lutherhaven,
a nonprofit corporation which proposed operations that included outdoor-based conservation education
and other primary youth oriented activities. Since 1996 the site has served to provide outdoor education to
thousands of students from North Idaho and Eastern Washington, and has engaged in a number of
community service projects.

The Forest Service intends to convey Shoshone Base Camp in a direct sale to Lutherhaven, at fair market
value. Lutherhaven has indicated that future use of the site will remain as it has been. Purchase of the
property will allow Lutherhaven to compete for grant funding to augment its operating budget and also
provide more incentive for long-term investments in the site.

The fee simple estate will be appraised by a fully-qualified Independent Fee Appraiser to establish fair
market value. The appraisal will be reviewed by a Forest Service Review Appraiser to ascertain that
Department of Justice Standards are fully complied with in the estimation of fair market value.

The District Ranger has made a preliminary assessment that this proposal falls within the scope of actions
listed in the Forest Service NEPA Handbook (FSH 1909.15) that are categorically excluded from
documentation in an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact statement (EIS) and that
no extraordinary circumstances exist that would preclude use of the category (FSH 1909.15, Chapter 30,
Section 31.2, Category 7 - “Sale or exchange of land or interest in land and resources where resulting land
uses remain essentially the same.”). The Responsible Official for this project is Forest Supervisor
Ranotta K. McNair.

This notice provides an opportunity for those interested in or affected by this project to comment and
make their concerns known. Comments will be considered in the Forest Supervisor’s decision, which
will be documented in a decision memo. Copies of the decision memo will be provided to those who
indicate an interest in this proposal.
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Written comments may be addressed to Forest Supervisor Ranotta K. McNair, 3815 Schreiber Way,
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, 83815. Electronic comments may be submitted to comments-northern-
idpanhandle@fs.fed.us. Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and

addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be available for
public inspection.

For more information, please contact Project Team Leader Tom Ball at the IPNF Forest Supervisor’s
Office, 3815 Schreiber Way, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815; (208) 765-7289.

Sincerely,

/s/ Kent Wellner

(for)
RANDY SWICK
District Ranger
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Shoshone Work Center Parcel
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