United States Forest Idaho Panhandle Coeur d’Alene River
Department of Service National Forests Ranger District
Agriculture

P.O. Box 159
Smelterville, 1D 83868

2502 East Sherman Avenue
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814

File Code: 5400/1950
Date: March 24, 2008

To: The Interested Public

The Coeur d’Alene River Ranger District of the ldaho Panhandle National Forests is seeking comments
on a proposal to exchange easement interests in roads in the Prichard/Murray Area. By law, the Forest
Service must grant access subject to reasonable terms and conditions to private inholdings within the
National Forest. This proposal includes only existing roads and does not entail any new construction.

Coeur d’Alene Placer is a land management/holding company with extensive ownership in the
Prichard/Murray area. Several properties accessed by roads coming off the Thompson Pass road provide
access to intermingled public and private lands, including some managed by the Bureau of Land
Management. Due to the intermingled nature of the ownerships, each party requires access across the
other to effectively manage their lands. Under the terms of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act
of 1976, it is encouraged to reciprocate in the granting of access where necessary and practical. This
provides for mutual sharing in the costs of maintenance and precludes the construction of dual road
systems that would access the same areas.

In response to the private application for access, the government would estimate the value of the easement
interest to be granted and propose to acquire an approximately equal value as consideration. It is expected
the government would have additional needs in the future that would be acquired as needed.

I have made a preliminary assessment that this proposal falls within the scope of actions listed in the
Forest Service NEPA Handbook (FSH) that are categorically excluded from documentation in an
Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact statement (EIS) and that no extraordinary
circumstances exist that would preclude use of the category (FSH 1909.15, Chapter 30, Section 31.2,
Category 7 - “Sale or exchange of land or interest in land and resources where resulting land uses remain
essentially the same.”). The Responsible Official for this project is Forest Supervisor Ranotta K. McNair.

This notice provides an opportunity for those interested in or affected by this project to comment and
make their concerns known. Comments will be considered in the Forest Supervisor’s decision, which
will be documented in a decision memo. Copies of the decision memo will be provided to those who
indicate an interest in this proposal.

Written comments may be addressed to Forest Supervisor Ranotta K. McNair, 3815 Schreiber Way,
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, 83815. Electronic comments may be submitted to comments-northern-
idpanhandle@fs.fed.us. Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and
addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be available for
public inspection.

For more information, please contact Project Team Leader Tom Ball at the IPNF Forest Supervisor’s
Office, 3815 Schreiber Way, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83815; (208) 765-7289.
Sincerely,

/s/ Kent Wellner

(for)
RANDALL G. SWICK
District Ranger
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