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3431 - ALLOCATION AND USE OF FUNDS

See FSH 6509.11g, chapter 20, for agency direction on the use of Forest Health Protection funds for the Federal Lands Forest Health Management and Cooperative Lands Forest Health Management budget line items.  

See agencywide annual fiscal year Final Program Direction (http://fs.fed.us/results/) for guidance on use of allocations and allocation methodology. 

3431.1 - Federal Lands Forest Health Management

The use of Federal Lands Forest Health Management funds for management of invasive plants is limited to technical assistance to Federal land managers, except in Hawaii and other States with tropical forests, as authorized by the Hawaii Tropical Forestry Recovery Act of 1992.

3431.12 - Financial Assistance to Other Federal Agencies

Financial assistance to other Federal agencies is limited to cost of conducting suppression and eradication projects.  Requests for project funds are submitted annually by the Department of Interior and the Department of Defense agencies in accordance with time line and process developed by the Washington Office and the other Federal agencies.  Funds are not cost-shared.  Funding may be available to fully, or only partially, fund projects as proposed.  Therefore, the other Federal agencies and tribes may be encouraged to contribute funds and resources toward project costs.  In most cases, Forest Health Management funds are transferred from the Forest Service via the Department of the Treasury to either the Department of the Interior and the Department of Defense.  In some cases, funds may be allocated directly to regions, the Northeastern Area (Area), or the International Institute of Tropical Forestry (IITF) for subsequent granting to States or other partners to facilitate treatment coordination and project efficiencies.

3431.2 - Cooperative Lands Forest Health Management

3431.21 - Cooperative Forest Health Protection Program

The Cooperative Forest Health Protection (CFHP) program provides Federal financial and technical assistance to States and territories to facilitate the surveying and monitoring of forest health conditions and providing technical assistance for the protection of forests and trees on non-Federal public and private lands from insects, disease causing agents, and invasive plants.

1.  Qualifying Criteria.  The Forest Service qualifies States to receive financial assistance if the State has all of the following:  

a.  At least one full-time professional entomologist or pathologist on staff.  Regional foresters, the Area Director, or the Director of IITF may waive this requirement if the State or territory can justify the waiver in writing.  The waiver must explain the alternative options for access to a forest health specialist or expertise. 

b.  A program that provides State and private land managers with technical assistance and training in forest health.  

c.  A program to detect and monitor the effects of insects, disease causing agents, and invasive plants in accordance with national standards.

d.  A program to evaluate the need for protecting forest and tree resources from insects, disease causing agents, and invasive plants and determining control measures.

e.  A system that provides an annual report to regional foresters, the Area Director, or the Director of IITF on the effects of forest insects and disease causing agents.

2.  Financial Assistance.  The level of assistance is based upon 50 percent of the amount of non-Federal forest acres ($.01/acre) in each State or territory supported by current Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis (FIA) data, and 50 percent of $80,000 for a specialist position.  Each State and territory is eligible for a minimum of $50,000 and a maximum funding level that is equal to the total for the State with the second highest amount of non-Federal forest acres.   
Calculations for each State and territory, based on the current FIA data, are available from the Washington Office, Forest Health Protection staff.  Funds must be matched 
100 percent with non-Federal funds or in-kind services.  The actual amount of funds available annually may vary annually depending on: 
a.  Funding levels appropriated for the Cooperative Lands Forest Health Management budget line items, 
b.  Annual negotiations between the Forest Service and States and territories, and 
c.  Changes in the number of non-federal forest lands in each State and territory based on Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis data.  

Regions, the Area, and IITF may adjust, within the total amount of funding allocated for this purpose, the amount of funding granted to each State based on local needs and with the concurrence of the affected state forester or equivalent State official.

3431.22 - Cost-sharing Prevention, Suppression, Restoration, and Eradication Programs and Projects

Cost-share with States and territories up to a maximum of 50 percent of the total cost to implement prevention, suppression, restoration, and eradication projects (and programs) on non-Federal lands.  The Federal share must be matched with non-Federal funds, or in-kind services, dedicated for the proposed project, therefore, do not include funds in consolidated payments (sec. 12, Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act, as amended).

Exceptions to the Forest Service 50 percent cost-share maximum requirement include:

1.  Congressional Intent.  Congress may appropriate funds through an Emergency Appropriation or other appropriation process to address specific pest conditions or threats.  In these cases, Congress may specify a Federal cost-share.

2.  Unplanned or unforeseen condition.  In the event of an unplanned or unforeseen pest condition or threat, the Forest Service may provide up to a maximum of 75 percent of total project costs.  In order to be eligible for an increased cost-share level, the project must be directed at a newly discovered infestation of an exotic organism, defined by Executive Order 13112, issued February 3, 1999, where:

a.  The potential economic and/or environmental consequences of establishment or spread of the organism are high.

b.  The involved State(s) cannot meet the normal 50 percent cost-share rate.

c.  The project is in its first or second year; and

d.  The organism has a strong potential to spread to other State(s).

Requests for exception from the 50 percent cost-share limit must be made to the Deputy Chief, State and Private Forestry.  

3.  Special projects and initiatives.  Cost-share limits may, at times, be set for special projects and initiatives, such as the gypsy moth Slow-the-Spread.  See annual program direction for cost-share limits for special projects or initiatives.   

3432 - SPECIAL TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT, PESTICIDE IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROGRAM, FOREST HEALTH MONITORING EVALUATION MONITORING PROJECTS, AND OTHER PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

Regional foresters, the Area Director, the Director of IITF, and station directors may annually submit funding requests to the Chief for projects designed to develop, improve, transfer, demonstrate new forest health protection technology; pesticide assessments; forest health monitoring, or other appropriate projects.  Submit such requests in the manner and time specified by annual letter from the Deputy Chief for State and Private Forestry. 

3432.1 - Cost-sharing Special Technology Development, Pesticide Impact Assessment Program, Forest Health Monitoring Evaluation Monitoring Projects, and Other Programs and Projects

For projects with non-Federal partners, the Federal contributions must not exceed 50 percent of the total cost of the project.   The Federal share must be matched with non-Federal funds, or in-kind services, dedicated for the proposed project, therefore, do not include funds in consolidated payments (sec. 12, Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act, as amended).  The non-Federal cost-share requirement may be waived in cases when a project is specifically required to be conducted on Federal lands, or when the Forest Service is the primary benefactor of the project.     

The Deputy Chief may, on a case-by-case basis and upon request of the Director of Forest Health Protection, approve a Federal contribution level greater than 50 percent to meet specific and time sensitive program needs.

3433 - REPORTING FOREST HEALTH CONDITIONS, ACCOMPLISHMENTS, AND EXPENDITURES

Reporting requirements and due dates for submitting forest health conditions, accomplishment, expenditure, and other requested data and information to the Washington Office are transmitted in an annual letter from the Deputy Chief, State and Private Forestry to regional foresters, the Area Director, and the Director of IITF.

1.  Annual National Forest Insect and Disease Conditions Report.  The Washington Office, Forest Health Protection staff shall produce an annual nationwide report of forest insect and disease conditions for the previous calendar year 

2.  Forest Health Update.  The Washington Office, Forest Health Protection staff shall periodically produce a report summarizing major forest health conditions in the United States.

3.  Annual Forest Health Highlights.  Regions, the Area, and IITF shall work with State partners to annually produce a report highlighting forest health conditions for each State.

3434 - FOREST HEALTH PROTECTION ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The regions, Area, and IITF enter annual accomplishments into the Forest Health Protection Accomplishment Database, or other database established by the Washington Office, in accordance with the annual instruction letter sent out by the Deputy Chief, State and Private Forestry.  

