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Digest:  
This interim directive (ID) reissues without change, the direction previously issued in id_6709.11-2010-2.

12.34 - Clarifies direction in paragraph 3 to prevent accidents. 
Removes direction in subparagraphs 6(d) and 6(e), and creates new paragraph 7, with direction regarding employee use of cell phone and radio communications.  Also renumbers remaining paragraphs.
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312.34 – While Driving




12.34 – While Driving

3.  To prevent accidents, yield the right of way to other drivers who are thoughtless, unskilled, or ignorant of the hazards they create.  

4.  Be aware of traffic situations developing ahead of the vehicle.  Scan the rearview and sideview mirrors often and keep your eyes moving to enlarge the "big picture."

6.  Do not compromise your safety, the safety of your passengers, or public safety when driving.  The following are prohibited while operating a vehicle:

a.  Engaging in distracting conversation or activities.

b.  Eating or drinking.

c.  Using radio/stereo headphones.

d.  Taking prescription drugs that may cause dizziness or lack of concentration or reduce response time.

e.  Reading maps, instructions, or other material.

f.  Transporting pets. Transporting pets in Government vehicles generally is not allowed.  Transporting pets shall be addressed on a case-by-case basis and documented in the job hazard analysis.

7.  Use of cellular phone and mobile radio by Forest Service employees and contractors who are operating government-owned, government-leased, government-rented, or privately owned vehicles on official government business shall conform to the following direction:

a.  When there is a passenger in the vehicle and the vehicle is in motion, the passenger shall manage communications to prevent driver distraction. 

b.  When the driver is the only occupant of the vehicle, the driver shall not engage in cellular phone or mobile radio communications while the vehicle is in motion unless actively engaged in essential law enforcement duties or actively responding to an emergency such as wildland firefighting.  During non-emergency situations, the driver shall identify a safe location to stop the vehicle and then engage in cellular phone or mobile radio communications.

c.  The above restrictions apply whether or not hands-free technology is available.

d.  If State cell phone and mobile radio communications use laws are more restrictive than Forest Service policy, then State law requirements shall apply.

8.  Keep well to the right side on narrow roads and blind curves.  Be able to stop within less than half of the visible distance.

9.  Reduce speed when driving on wet, hard-surfaced roads.  The front wheels may hydroplane and lose contact with the road surface.

10.  Adjust the vehicle speed and select the proper gear before ascending or descending a hill and entering turns.

11.  Pull off the road for a break or to change drivers if you experience any of these warning signs:
a.  Vehicle begins to feel too warm.

b.  Drowsiness, especially after meals.

c.  Eye strain.

d.  Inattention, daydreaming.

e.  Hallucinations (for example, misinterpreting shadows, reflections, objects on or near road) resulting in an impulse to strongly control the vehicle.

f.  Impatience, irritability not normally experienced.

g.  Stress that results in anxiety, anger, or lack of concentration.

h.  Muscular tension, restlessness, or inability to get comfortable.


12.  Emergency Stopping.

a.  When it is safe to do so, move the vehicle to the shoulder of the road, away from traffic.

b.  Set the emergency brake.

c.  Activate four-way flashers.

d.  Keep alert to passing traffic.

e.  Exit the vehicle when traffic volume/flow presents undue hazards.

f.  Raise the hood.

g.  Display emergency reflectors, triangles, or other suitable warning devices (ex. 01).

13.  If the vehicle is jacked up and/or parked on a grade, follow these steps:

a.  Turn the wheels into bank or curb to avoid rolling.

b.  Shut off the engine while your foot is on the service brake and then set the emergency brake.  Put the transmission in the lowest gear that is the direction the vehicle would roll or into park for an automatic transmission.

c.  Block at least one wheel with chock blocks (or other suitable chock, such as a rock or log).  Chocking two wheels is preferred.

14.  Prevent carbon monoxide poisoning in a parked vehicle by partially opening a downwind window when running the engine for heat.
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