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61.14 - Safety Practices
A hazard communication training program provides information related to general awareness, hazard chemical inventory, and MSDSs.

1.  A hazardous chemical inventory must be maintained and must be readily accessible to all employees.  

The Office of Inspector General (OIG) recommended the development and implementation of Departmentwide policies and procedures to ensure hazardous chemical inventories are conducted and all department agencies compile a secure, comprehensive inventory of chemicals.  OIG further recommended that these inventories be completed quarterly and reported to the department at least annually.  As a result, USDA has required its agencies to complete a quarterly inventory and certification report of all hazardous chemicals by the 15th of the month following the end of each quarter.  The Washington Office, Office of Safety and Occupational Health staff will provide an annual report to USDA.  See form FS-6700-39.
2.  Employees shall not handle hazardous chemicals that do not have an MSDS.  An MSDS is required from the manufacturer/supplier of each chemical used on site.  MSDS's must be readily accessible to employees at all times.

3.  Emergency response awareness training must address:

a.  Hazardous material releases by third parties on National Forest System lands and lands leased by the Forest Service; and

b.  Releases from Forest Service facilities or operations that are beyond the ability of the employees in the immediate work area to clean up.

Response to these situations should be limited to collecting as much information as possible from a safe distance and to notifying the appropriate Environmental Protection Agency, State, and local emergency response authorities.
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