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Digest:  
11.22a through 11.22.d - Adds footnote for the 100 flight hour Alternate Means of Compliance process.

11.4 through 11.4e - Establishes codes, captions, and sets forth direction for waiving the policy requirement using an Alternate Means of Compliance  for pilots who do not meet the current policy or the contract requirements of 100 flight hours within the preceding 12 months. 

15.2 through 15.22a - Adds footnote for the 100 flight hour Alternate Means of Compliance  process.
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11.2 - Call-When-Needed and Rental Agreement Aircraft

11.22 - Contract Pilot Qualifications

11.22a - Experience Standards - Contract Fixed-Wing Pilots

For airtanker pilot experience standards, see section 11.22c and 11.22d.

All Airplanes
Minimum Experience Flying Hours
Total time
1,500

Pilot-in-command total
1,200

Pilot-in-command hours:

Category and class to be flown
200

Fixed-wing - preceding 12 months
100

Cross-country
500

Operations in low level mountainous terrain
200

Night
100

Instrument - in flight
50

Instrument - actual/simulated
75

Make and model to be flown
25

Make and model - preceding 12 months
10

11.22b - Experience Standards – Contract Helicopter Pilots

All Helicopters 
Minimum Experience Flying Hours
Total time
1,500

Pilot-in-command hours:
Pilot-in-command, helicopters
1,500

Helicopter - preceding 12 months
100

Weight class
100

Make and model
50*

Make, model, series, last 12 months
10

Helicopter - last 60 days
10


And

Turbine helicopter operations
100


Or

Piston helicopter operations
200

* Flight hour requirements may be reduced by 50 percent if the pilot submits evidence of satisfactory completion of the manufacturer’s approved pilot ground and flight procedures training in the applicable make and model.

Additional Special Mission Requirements:
Contract Pilot-in-Command (as related to the applicable Special Mission approval):

Minimum Experience Flying Hours

Mountain Flying (FSM 5710.5)
200

Mountain Flying experience-make and model
10

Long line Vertical Reference (VTR) experience
10

Annual long line VTR recurrency training
2

Contract Helitanker Pilot Currency (sec. 15.23)

11.22c - Experience Standards - Contract Airtanker Pilots-in-Command

All Airplanes
Minimum Experience Flying Hours
Total time
1,500

Pilot-in-command total
1,200

Pilot-in-command hours:

Category (airplane) and class (multi-engine) to be flown
200

Multi-engine aircraft over 12,500 pounds, if applicable
100

(except for time credit note) all time must be accumulated

after receiving type rating)

During preceding 12 months - airplanes 
100


Minimum Experience Flying Hours

Typical terrain and landing facilities - mountain and low-level
200
Night flying to include at least three takeoffs and landings
100
to full stop during the 90 days preceding annual Pilot 

approval in category and class over 12,500 lbs.
Actual or simulated instrument time (minimum 50 actual)
75

Make and model to be flown (Plus an unrestricted type
25

rating if over 12,500 lbs.)  Time must be accumulated

after the issuance of the type rating

During 60 days prior to annual agency pilot inspection

a.  In make and model, to include five (5) takeoffs
5

and landings performed form the left seat

b.  Complete mission training flights

c.  Demonstrate dropping one (1) full load of water in 
2

typical terrain under the observation of a designated Pilot 

Inspector in a minimum of one (1) make and model 

airtanker to be flown.

11.22d - Experience Standards - Contract Airtanker Copilots

For related direction, see section 15.22.

All Airplanes
Minimum Experience Flying Hours
Pilot-in-command total
800

Flight hours preceding 12 months
100

Performed as an airtanker co-pilot/pilot in the past 12 months, or received a Type rating in the make and model to be flown in the past 12 months, or pilots previously designated as co-pilots (AKC) but who have not acted in that capacity during previous 36 months, shall demonstrate their ability in flight on board the airtanker to a designated airtanker pilot inspector during the annual pilot approval process.

11.4 - Pilot 100 Flight Hour Alternate Means of Compliance 

The National Fixed-Wing or Rotor-Wing Standardization Pilot may waive the policy requirement using an Alternate Means of Compliance (AMOC) for pilots who do not meet the current policy or the contract requirements of 100 flight hours within the preceding 12 months.
11.41 - Minimum Pilot Requirements for Requesting 100 Flight Hour AMOC

1.  Pilots must have been carded or authorized for special use mission in the previous carding cycle (1 year).
2.  In the previous 12 months, a contract pilot shall have 25 hours as pilot-in-command, of which at least 10 hours must be in the same category and class aircraft and 5 hours must have been flown within the preceding 90 days. 

11.42 - Contractor 100 Flight Hour AMOC Approval Process

1.  The company seeking an AMOC shall submit a letter to the appropriate inspector pilot, requesting an AMOC for any pilot not meeting the 100-hour flight requirement in the preceding 12 months.  Included within the letter must be documentation as to why the pilot was unable to meet this requirement and documentation supporting the minimum pilot requirements listed above.

2.  The inspector pilot shall review all contractual required documentation and assess the pilot’s experience and past performance.

3.  The inspector pilot will send documentation recommending the AMOC to the National Fixed-Wing or Rotor-Wing Standardization Pilot for review.

4.  The National Fixed-Wing or Rotor-Wing Standardization Pilot will send documentation of concurrence/denial to the Inspector Pilot.

5.  Any pilot approved for the AMOC shall successfully complete a proficiency flight evaluation administered by an authorized interagency inspector pilot.

6.  An AMOC flight evaluation may only be waived after the inspector pilot submits a written justification to the appropriate National Standardization Pilot and receives written approval to waive the AMOC flight evaluation.  In the event the inspector pilot and the National Standardization Pilot are unable to reach concurrence regarding the AMOC flight evaluation, an evaluation shall be administered.  The evaluation flight should be administered by the inspector pilot conducting the preliminary review of the contractors AMOC request.

7.  If the flight evaluation is successful, the inspector pilot will:

a.  Document on the FS-5700-20 or FS-5700-20(a) that Block 28 will be waived.

b.  Notify the contracting officer technical representative/contracting officer.

8.  The contracting officer shall create a contract modification, including the pilot’s name on the appropriate contract.

9.  The inspector pilot can then issue the pilot an Interagency Aircraft Qualifications Card.

11.43 - Cooperator 100 Hour AMOC Approval Process

1.  The cooperator seeking an AMOC to fly on Federal protected lands shall submit a letter to the appropriate regional aviation officer (RAO) requesting an AMOC for any pilot not meeting the 100-hour flight requirement in the preceding 12 months.  Included within the letter must be documentation as to why the pilot was unable to meet this requirement and documentation supporting the minimum pilot requirements listed above in Pilot Requirements for Requesting AMOC.

2.  The RAO will then forward the request to the appropriate inspector pilot.

3.  The inspector pilot shall review all required documentation and assess the pilot’s experience and past performance.
4.  The inspector pilot will send documentation recommending the AMOC to the National Fixed-Wing or Rotor-Wing Standardization Pilot for review, and concurrence or denial.

5.  The National Fixed-Wing or Rotor-Wing Standardization Pilot will send documentation of concurrence/denial to the inspector pilot and the RAO.

6.  Any pilot approved for the AMOC shall successfully complete a proficiency flight evaluation administered by an authorized interagency inspector pilot.  

a.  An AMOC flight evaluation may only be waived after the inspector pilot submits a written justification to the appropriate National Standardization Pilot and receives written approval to waive the AMOC flight evaluation.  In the event the inspector pilot and the National Standardization Pilot are unable to reach concurrence regarding the AMOC flight evaluation, an evaluation must be administered.

b.  The evaluation flight should be administered by the inspector pilot conducting the preliminary review of the cooperators AMOC request.

7.  If the flight evaluation is successful, the inspector pilot will:
a.  Document on the FS-5700-20 or FS-5700-20(a) that Block 28 will be waived.
b.  Notify the regional aviation officer.

c.  Recommend the pilot be added to a letter of authorization.
11.44 - Contract Pilots Not Granted 100 Hour AMOC

If at any time the pilot will not be granted an AMOC, the requesting company will be notified immediately and issued a formal letter by the contracting officer.  The Assistant Director, Aviation; Branch Chief, Pilot Standardization; and the Branch Chief, Aviation Operations shall also be notified via carbon copy (cc) of the notification letter to the company.  

11.45 - Cooperator Pilots Not Granted 100 Hour AMOC

If at any time the pilot will not be granted an AMOC, the requesting cooperator will be notified immediately, and the RAO will issue a formal letter to the cooperator.  The Assistant Director, Aviation; Branch Chief, Pilot Standardization; and the Branch Chief, Aviation Operations shall also be notified via cc of the notification letter to the cooperator.  
15 - PILOTS - CONTRACT AND RENTAL AGREEMENT

15.2 - Airtanker Pilot Approval

Authorized interagency airtanker pilot inspectors shall approve airtanker pilots-in-command (airtanker pilots, initial attack qualified air tanker pilots, and initial attack airtanker training pilots), copilots, and flight engineers.  Airtanker pilot inspectors determine who fully meets the national airtanker contract requirements, has demonstrated the ability to make accurate water drops, and complies with the following additional requirements.  Where the requirements listed in the applicable airtanker contract are different from those addressed in this section, the contract requirements must prevail.  The requirements for airtanker pilots are:

1.  Unrestricted type rating in the aircraft to be flown.

2.  Recent flight experience, including at least the following:

a.  For airtanker pilots-in-command, proof of annually meeting the requirements of FAR 61.58(a) proficiency flight check;

b.  The general experience requirements of FAR 61.57(c);

c.  Night experience requirements of FAR 61.57 (e); and

d.  The instrument experience requirements of FAR 61.57 (d).

3.  Proof of completion of the Forest Service airtanker pilot video program or the National Aerial Firefighting Academy (NAFA) course.

4.  Attendance at a contract prework conference annually, including an agency sponsored operational briefing.

5.  Proof of compliance with FAR 137.53 for congested areas.

6.  The required time in make and model aircraft to be flown, which may be reduced to 10 hours provided the pilot-in-command holds an initial attack rating and has completed training in maneuvers simulating airtanker operations.

7.  During the preceding 12 months, at least 100 hours
 of flight time or performance as an airtanker pilot or initial attack pilot.
8.  Pilots who have served as copilots in multi-engine airtanker operations may count 
50 percent of that time toward the 100 hours pilot-in-command requirement to a maximum of 50 hours.

9.  During the 60 days prior to the agency pilot inspection, the following required types of performance must have been demonstrated from the left seat:

a.  In at least one category and class airtanker to be flown, 5 hours, including five takeoffs and landings.

b.  Dropping one full load of water in typical terrain under the observation of a designated airtanker pilot inspector in a minimum of one make and model of the airtanker to be flown.

(1) Water drops may be accomplished at other than the designated contract base, provided the drops have been approved in advance by the contracting officer.

(2) When water drops have been accomplished at bases other than the designated base, regional aviation officers shall require additional water drops at the designated base and at government expense.

10.  Initial attack training pilots shall demonstrate the ability to drop a full load of water from the right seat as required in the preceding paragraph 9b.

11.  Current pilot log books must be available to authorized airtanker pilot inspectors annually, for verification of required flight time and experience.

15.22a - Airtanker Copilot Approval

1.  Candidates for airtanker copilot positions shall meet the following criteria as a minimum prior to being issued a government agency pilot qualification card by a USDA/USDI approved airtanker pilot inspector.

a.  Pilot-in-command, airplane:  800 hours.

b.  Total flight hours in fixed-wing aircraft in the preceding 12 calendar months:

(1) 100 hours
, or performance as an airtanker copilot/pilot in the past 12 months,
(2) Or received a type rating in the make and model to be flown in the past 
12 months,

(3) Or pilots previously designated as copilots (AKC), but who have not acted in that capacity during the previous 36 months, a demonstration of ability in flight on board the airtanker to a designated airtanker pilot inspector during the annual pilot approval process.

c.  Commercial pilot certificate issued by the FAA.

d.  Instrument rating, airplane.

e.  Compliance with the requirements of FAR 61.55 and 61.56.

2.  Up-to-date log books must be available to authorized airtanker pilot inspectors annually for verification of the copilot's time and experience.

� Refer to section 11.4 Alternate Means of Compliance process for pilots that do not meet the current policy or the contract requirements of 100 flight hours within the preceding 12 months.





� Refer to section 11.4 Alternate Means of Compliance process for pilots that do not meet the current policy or the contract requirements of 100 flight hours within the preceding 12 months.





� Initial Attach Training Pilots may perform the make and model experience requirements from either the left and/or right seat.  Dropping loads of water for the Initial Pilot Inspector shall be demonstrated from both the left and right seat, with a minimum of two full loads total dropped.


� Refer to section 11.4 Alternate Means of Compliance process for pilots that do not meet the current policy or the contract requirements of 100 flight hours within the preceding 12 months.


� Initial Attach Training Pilots may may perform the make and model experience requirements from either the left and/or right seat.  Dropping loads of water for the Initial Pilot Inspector shall be demonstrated from both the left and right seat, with a minimum of two full loads total dropped.


� Initial Attach Training Pilots may may perform the make and model experience requirements from either the left and/or right seat.  Dropping loads of water for the Initial Pilot Inspector shall be demonstrated from both the left and right seat, with a minimum of two full loads total dropped. 


� Refer to section 11.4 Alternate Means of Compliance process for pilots that do not meet the current policy or the contract requirements of 100 flight hours within the preceding 12 months.





� Refer to section 11.4 Alternate Means of Compliance process for pilots that do not meet the current policy or the contract requirements of 100 flight hours within the preceding 12 months.





� Refer to section 11.4 Alternate Means of Compliance process for pilots that do not meet the current policy or the contract requirements of 100 flight hours within the preceding 12 months.
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