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31 - CONSIDERATION FOR USE IN VOLUNTARY CLOSURES

A number of traditional tribal activities critical to tribal identity, beliefs, and well-being require privacy.  Forest Service units and Tribes can work out mutually acceptable arrangements with Tribes by scheduling and locating activities to reduce potential conflict between traditional tribal activities and other uses.   

At times, additional measures are necessary to reduce unwarranted interference and interruption of traditional tribal activities that are not open to the general public.  When a tribal request for a voluntary closure is submitted, in consultation with tribal officials and traditional leaders, consider the need for:

1.  Postings and signage requesting Forest visitors to respect the Tribe’s need for privacy during traditional activities.  Suggested wording may include:

This is the traditional ceremonial/fishing area/or other [INSERT DESIGNATION] as appropriate, for the [INSERT NAME] Tribe.

The Forest Service and the Tribe request that you do not interrupt or record tribal activities.

2.  Educational materials regarding the Tribe and its traditional uses in the area.

3.  Arrangements for Tribal representatives and Forest Service employees to be available in the area to explain the traditional values and uses of the area and the need to respect the Tribe’s activities.
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