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Digest:  

4.1 Establishes   

4.1 - TRAIL OPERATION.  The following signing/marking policy is established for the trails, roads, and cross-country routes that make up the "Arizona Trail"

1.  FOREST DEVELOPMENT (SYSTEM) TRAILS
 a.  On Forest Development Trails, the "Arizona Trail" will be marked with a wooden plaque.  Plaques will be made from unpainted, finished hardwood with beveled edges.  They will be approximately 6" high by 3 1/4" wide by 5/8" thick (originally a 1" x 4" before being finished), and will be branded (or routed) with the "Arizona Trail" logo and with a directional arrow(s).  See Attachment #1 for sample plaques.

b.  Plaques will be attached to trail sign-posts (both Wilderness and non-Wilderness) as needed to give directions.  They will be secured to the post approximately six (6) inches below the bottom of the trail sign.  If a Wilderness sign-post is involved, flatten the post under the location selected for the plaque to provide a steady base for it.

 c.  Plaques will only be used on trail sign-posts, and will be securely fastened to them so as to do minimum damage to the plaque. Deck screws or other long non-rusting counter-sunk screws work well.

d.  In situations where a non-system travelway intersects the Trail and could cause confusion, a standard trail sign may be installed (e.g. "<-Trail->").  If this is done, a plaque will also be installed.  Carsonite-type posts will not be used along System Trails.

e.  In situations where a System Road intersects the Trail, a    carsonite-type post will normally be needed on each side of the road.  See item 2.d below for standards.

2.  TRAILHEADS
a.  A single or multi-paneled bulletin board may be appropriate at significant trailheads.  Approved Forest Service designs will be used, with provision being made for "Arizona Trail" information (e.g. a short narrative and a regional and/or statewide map showing the Trail's location).

b.  Bulletin Boards will be vandal-resistant, with a majority of their space being devoted to messages concerning back-country ethics, etc.

c.  At most trailheads, it is desirable to have the actual trail sign a short distance down the trail.  If this is done, a brown carsonite-type post will be installed at the very beginning of the trail.

d.  The carsonite-type posts at trailheads will normally have the following decals on them (from top to bottom):

1)  Forest Service Shield (may be at the bottom if Decal  USFS-1498 is used).

2)  Primary Management Objective Decal

3)  Statement or Symbol of Prohibited Use(s) (if any)

4)  "Arizona Trail" Decal #AZT-1192 (at least 3" below last  decal above)

5)  Directional Arrow (if needed) 

e.  No other type of marking for the "Arizona Trail" will be done at trailheads.  

3. FOREST DEVELOPMENT (SYSTEM) ROADS
a.  On roads leading to a designated Trailhead, standard road-directional signing will be used to direct visitors to the Trailhead.

b. When the "Arizona Trail" route is on a System Road (Maintenance Level 1 or 2), brown carsonite-type posts will be used at each end of such road segment of Trail and at significant road junctions.  The carsonite-type post will normally have the following decals on it (from top to bottom):

1)  Forest Service Shield

2)  Critical Vehicle Decal (as per RA/TM) (optional)

3)  Statement or Symbol of Prohibited Use(s) (if any), or use Decal #RC-807 or FS-1071 

4)  "Arizona Trail Decal #AZT-1192 (at least 3" below last  decal above)

5)  Directional Arrow(s) showing direction(s) the "Arizona   Trail" goes

c.  If needed, carsonite-type posts may also be placed along the System Road at intervals 1/4 mile or more apart.  In this situation, only an "Arizona Trail" decal is required.

d.  Other types of marking (including wooden plaques) will not be used on System Roads.  On System Roads which are Maintenance Level 3 or above, sign only to MUTCD standards.

4. NON-SYSTEM TRAVELWAYS
a.  When the" Arizona Trail" is not located on either a ForestDevelopment Trail or Road and is not within a designated Wilderness, a cross-country route may be marked if it can accommodate the type and amount of use that marking could cause.

b.  If the route can be marked without subsequent environmental impacts, the same type of marking as for System Roads will be used: see item 3.b and c. above.

5. NON-CONFORMING SIGNING & MARKING
Signing and marking which has occurred prior to the establishment of this policy may remain, but should be corrected as soon as the opportunity presents itself.

5 - EXHIBIT 01 IS A SEPARATE DOUCMENT
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