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Digest:  

13.2 - Sets forth policy for All Terrain Vehicles (ATV) use by employees in the Southern Region.
13 – SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT
13.2 - All-Terrain Vehicles
An All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) is any motorized off-highway vehicle 50 inches  (1-1/4 m) or less in width, having a dry weight of 600 pounds (272 kg) or less, traveling on three or more low pressure tires, and having a seat to be straddled by the operator and handlebar for steering control, as defined by the ATV Safety Institute.  For Forest Service application, only four-wheeled ATVs will be used by Forest Service employees, as stated in the Driver-Operator Guide, Chapter 6, Sec. 13.06.

1.  Cross-country use where there is not a clearly defined travel way is prohibited, unless authorized by the Regional Forester for emergency search and rescue, and other specific critical activities that may arise.

2.  Do not use ATVs as an ignition device or as a platform for transporting a drip torch, power torch or burning fuel on prescribed or wildland fires.

3.  ATVs are not permitted on prescribed or wildland fires, including patrol.

4.  ATVs are banned from travel on hand-constructed fire lines and hiking trails for hauling and towing cargo, for carrying passengers; and for travel on terrain over manufacturer’s recommendation for slope.

5.  All operators (including detailers, volunteers, and so forth) working within Region 8 shall comply with Region 8 policy for ATV use.

6.  Utility Vehicles.  A utility vehicle is any motorized off-road vehicle having four or more wheels with seat belts, steering wheel, and may have roll-over protection structure (based on risk identified in Job Hazard Analysis (JHA).

a.  Cross-country use where there is not a clearly defined travel way, is prohibited, unless authorized by the Regional Forester for emergency search and rescue, and other specific critical activities that may arise.
b.  Do not use Utility Vehicles as an ignition device or as a platform for transporting a drip torch, power torch or on prescribed or wildland fire.

c.  Utility Vehicles are permitted on prescribed and wild fire and may be used for hauling cargo, passengers and other supplies, including fuel, drip torches, and for patrol.

d.  Prohibit travel on terrain over manufacturer’s recommendation for slope.

e.  All operators, including detailers, volunteers, and so forth, working within Region 8 shall comply with Region 8 policies for Utility Vehicle use.

13.21 – Qualifications
1.  The supervisor shall ensure that a Job Hazard Analysis (JHA) is prepared for all projects or activities using All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) Utility Vehicles; and that operators possess the skills required for the work project of activity.

2.  Only qualified and authorized employees shall operate ATVs.  Qualifications include being familiar with the Driver-Operator Guide, Sec.13.06 and the ATV and Utility Vehicle’s manufacturer’s operating manuals.

3.  Prior to Forest Service endorsement, a competent Forest Service employee shall conduct a field operations evaluation to identify the proficiency level of the operator.  State endorsement is required, if applicable.
4.  Operators shall be re-evaluated for field operations every 3 years.

5.  ATV:

 a.  Must be certified as a Class A operator or Class B operator, including completion of Specialty Vehicle Institute of America (SVIA) training and a proficiency check ride in typical terrain.

6.  Utility Vehicles:
a.  Have a proficiency check ride for and specifically list on Form OF-346 U. S. Government Motor Vehicle Operators Identification Card.
b.  Must be certified as a Class A operator or Class B operator.

c.  For fire line operation, operator must be fire line qualified.

d.  A hard hat is required on the Utility Vehicle and on the fire line.

13.22 – Personal Protective Equipment
1.  Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required for All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) use is as follows:
a.  Fire extinguisher.

b.  First aid kit  (See Glossary at the end of this handbook.)

c.  Personal communications device.

d.  Motorcycle helmet (full- or three-quarter face).  Mouth protection is recommended when using three-quarter face helmets.  The helmet shall meet requirements of the Department of Transportation (DOT), ANSI (Z90.1), or Snell Memorial Foundation (SMF) standards.

e.  Leather gloves.

f.  Long pants and long-sleeved shirt or jacket.

g.  Appropriate footwear.

h.  Eye protection, such as, goggles/glasses, of face shield.

i.  Additional items identified in the Job Hazard Analysis (JHA), such as, a kidney belt or chest protector when employee is engaged in patrols or law enforcement.

2.  PPE recommended for ATV use includes a manufacturer’s tool kit.

3.  Utility Vehicles:
a.  PPE requirements are the same as for ATVs, except that a hard hat is required instead of a motorcycle helmet.

13.23 – Loading and Hauling
1.  Use a hauling vehicle of adequately rated capacity and capability.  A tilt/bed trailer designed especially for All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) or Utility Vehicle is generally best for hauling ATVs.

2.  Use loading ramps that are sufficiently wide and that secure firmly to the truck bed.

3.  While transporting an ATV or Utility Vehicle; put it in gear; set the parking brake; securely tie it to the hauling vehicle; and close the tailgate.

4.  Utility Vehicles Cargo Loading, Hauling and Towing

a.  A load calculation form must be completed for hauling and towing cargo on a utility vehicle.

b.  Cargo must be secured in utility vehicles and not to exceed manufacturers Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW).

c.  Have towing listed on Form OF-346 - U. S. Government Motor Vehicle Operators Identification Card.
.
13.24 – Operation
1.  Become familiar with local hazards and have an approved mission-specific Job Hazard Analysis (JHA).
2.  Before riding, always perform a T-CLOC (ASI Program) or similar check:

T - Tires, Wheels

C - Controls, Clutch, Brake, Throttle

L - Lights

O - Oil

C – Chassis, Suspension, Nuts, Bolts
3.  Do not carry passengers on an All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV).
4.  Always turn off the engine when the ATV/Utility Vehicle is parked.  Remove the ignition key and set the brake.

5.  When carrying equipment, equalize the load to maintain balance, stability, and center of gravity.  Never exceed the recommended gross vehicle weight.

6.  Do not drive recklessly or engage in horseplay.

7.  Do not ford deep or swift moving water.  Hazards exist when:

a.  Stream bottom is unstable due to mud, sand boulders, or submerged obstacles.

b.  Water depth is not consistent through the entire route of travel.

c.  Stream width prevents a complete view of the bottom across the route of travel.

d.  Water depth and current may flood the engine.

e.  Current is forceful enough to require you to counteract it to maintain balance or direction of travel.

8.  Modify an ATV/Utility Vehicle only with the manufacturer’s written approval.

9.  Supervisors must perform a project benefit/risk assessment to determine if an ATV/ Utility Vehicle are the safest and most efficient means of performing the anticipated task.
10. Operation of Utility Vehicles

a.  Have mission – specific JHA prepared and reviewed.

b.  All passengers must have their own seat belts.

c.  Do not modify utility vehicles, except to install manufacture approved Roll Over Protection System (ROPS).
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