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Digest:  

10.41 – Issues procedure for NEPA decisions where the Regional Forester is the responsible official.
10.41 – Official Responsible for Decision on Proposed Action
9.  The Forest Supervisor who is the proponent of the action has the responsibility to arrange for a Regional Director to be point-of -contact for coordination with the Regional Forester and Staff for actions where the Regional Forester is the Responsible Official.  The coordinating Regional Director has the responsibility for the following: 

a. Discuss, with the affected and involved units, the scope of the decision (geographic, administrative, temporal) and the timing and priority of the decision;

b. Participate in project initiation, scoping and subsequent analysis, with the appropriate field and Regional Office Staff, including, if needed, assembling a Regional ID Team.  When Regional ID Team recommends edits, provide for review of edited documents;

c. Negotiate a schedule for reviews and approvals. (See 10.41-Exhibit 01.)
d. Coordinate approvals by the Regional Forester at the following check points: 

(1)  Approval of the proposed action/ purpose and need (Project Initiation Letter) 

(2)  Approval of the public involvement plan;

(3)  Approval of the list of significant issues;

(4)  Approval of the Alternatives (for EIS identify preferred); 

(5)  Approval of the effects analysis; 

(6)  Approval of the Decision Notice and FONSI, or Record of Decision; and

e. Ensure that all legal and regulatory requirements are met in the decision document.
10.41- Exhibit 01

Approvals by Responsible Official 

(Regional Forester)

Project Name: __Suppression of Hemlock Wooly Adelgid 

Field Unit Preparing:  Chattahoochee/Oconee NFs
Regional Staff Director Coordinating: W. Nettleton
Approvals




Planned 
Date 







  Date

Approved
Initials 
Proposed Action, Purpose and Need


4/1/05

4/15/05
RTJ

Public Involvement Plan



4/17/05
4/19/05
RTJ

Significant Issues 




5/17/05
5/25/05
RTJ

Alternatives (Identify Preferred) 


5/18/05
5/26/05
RTJ

Effects Analysis 




6/18/05
6/26/05
RTJ

Decision Notice & FONSI, or ROD


6/25/05
6/30/05
RTJ
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