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CHAPTER 50 – GENERAL SCALING REQUIREMENTS
53 – Requirements of Purchaser.
Branding logs or otherwise positively identifying loads of logs is mandatory on all Forest Service sales.  Such branding shall be done before the logs leave the sale area.
As a minimum standard, the load accounting system will be used.  Load accounting will be used for all loads of logs or products (pulpwood, posts, piles, etc.) leaving the sale area.  All sales must have Log Removal Receipts giving the log hauler authority to transport the load of logs.  The last three digits of the Log Removal Receipt must be painted on one log in the load.

All necessary branding will be done before the logs or products leave the sale area.  Blue paint is reserved for use by the Forest Service to denote scaled logs.  Ordinary lumber keel, similar crayons, and paint stick are not acceptable for use of branding loads.

54 – Scaler Qualifications and Proficiency Requirements.

54.1 – General.

It is not necessary to make sure all loads are scaled in the quarter in which they are hauled.  The date sample loads are scaled determines the charge period.  Logs will be charged for in the quarter that scaling is done.

55.5 – Scaler’s Information Form.

Scaler’s information forms sent to the Regional Office must be on the original cards R2-2440-3.  These forms must be signed, dated, and submitted in triplicate.
On the “Sale Date” line, show sale date and date of the most recent contract amendment.

If a contract is amended to change merchantability specifications, the preceding R2-2440-3 will be destroyed and a new one prepared, showing the revised specifications and amendment date.

55.6 – Scalebooks and Scalesheets.

55.63 – Recording.  Three copies of the scale record are required.  The original is to be the District copy.  The second copy is the purchaser’s copy, and the third copy is reserved for the check scaler.  The 3-part snap-out form will meet the requirement.  If the Multi-Regional Automated Data Program is used, it will be necessary to make copies of the printout.  We are not obligated to furnish the purchaser more than one copy.  The scaler will furnish the check scaler a legible copy of the scale record.

If copies of the scale record are given to industry before being audited, it must be understood by the purchaser that changes in the volume may occur as a result of the audit.

Individual log segments will be recorded in a manner to maintain total log identity.

All segments of an individual log must be recorded on the same page even though two or three lines on the scale sheet may be left blank.

Small logs scaling 1 (10 b.f. Dec. C) which warrant a defect deduction will be culled.  A volume of ½ (.5 b.f.) and a defect of ½ (.5 b.f.) will not be recorded as such.  These logs will be either recorded with a net scale of 1, or will be culled with a defect of 1.

Incorrect entries in scalebooks shall not be written over or erased.  Erroneous entries shall be corrected by drawing a single line through the incorrect entry and writing the correct figure beside it.

The scaler is responsible for noting on the scale sheets if loads from his previous scaling were or were not left for check scaling purposes; also the scaler will be responsible to note on the scale sheets if the logs are presented in other than normal conditions such as coated with mud, snow, or ice.  This will keep the Purchaser informed and serve as documented information in case of complaint.  Refer to FSM 2443.55, R2 Supplement.
55.64 – Checking Scalebooks.

Responsibility.  The following items must be considered in checking scale records.  Refer to the Scaler’s information form for the proper sale to determine the following:

1.  Contract and contract edition date.

2.  Net scale in percent of gross.

3.  Minimum net recorded volume.

4.  Multiproduct sales.  Is the volume recorded according to the minimum requirements for sawlog material, or should it be other than sawlogs: or is volume recorded for other than sawlogs large enough to be classed as sawlogs?

Both sawlogs and other products specify a minimum diameter class.  The monetary value between the two is usually considerably different.

5.  Minimum scaling diameter.  Forest Service scaling is to the nearest inch or to the 1-inch class.  Contracts may specify 6.0 inches or 5.6 inches which are specific diameter measurements.  Other contracts specify 6 inches which is a diameter class.

Scaling in the Millyard.  Regardless of the diameter stated in the contract, logs will be scaled as presented to the nearest inch or to the 1-inch class.  Some contracts will specify 5 inches as the minimum scaling diameter for sawlog material.  Six inches is the minimum diameter for the Scribner Decimal C Volume Table.  There is no Scribner Decimal C volume for a 5-inch log.  Unless there is a special provision in the contract to charge for and measure this material on something other than Scribner Decimal C. a dash is recorded in the net scale columns.  The intent of specifying 5 inches in the contract without charge would be that all 5-inch material must be removed from the woods, but at no charge.  Contracts may specify a minimum d.i.b. for dead, but will stipulate dead will be scaled as presented.  In this situation, regardless of the top d.i.b., the log will be scaled as presented to the 6-inch class.
Diameters must be entered for all pieces presented for scaling, even the unchargeable and unmerchantable.  So that the management plan and the cut report balance out, all material must be accounted for.

Documentation for recording scale extensions:

1.  Length – Diameter – Net Scale/Defect = Gross Scale.  Obtain all volumes from volume tables or scale stick.  Do not interpolate.  The word “cull” or zero “0”must be entered in the proper species column for cull logs, and the gross scale entered in the defect column.
2.  Scale sheets should be clean, free from pitch and dirt, and legible.
3.  Are volumes recorded for less than the proper net percent of gross, such as recording a net volume of less than 33-1/3 percent of the gross volume?

4.  Are volume extensions left blank? Omissions must be filled in, but only by or with the approval of the scaler.

5.  Is a two-segment log recorded with one segment to one species and the other segment to a different species?  This must be corrected but only by or with the approval of the scaler.

Audit of calculation of the scale: conventional scale sheets.  Log extensions.  Check 10 percent (except new scalers, check 100 percent); if any errors are found, check an additional 10 percent.  If errors are again disclosed, a 100 percent check is required.

A summary of the audit shall be completed by the person doing the audit.  All deficiencies should be explained to the person responsible.  A copy of the summary shall be filed in the sale folder.

A District audit is required of all scale sheets and the calculation of the volume.  As a minimum, the Forest Supervisor Offices shall make periodic audits, or require total audits if needed.  All Forest Supervisor office audits shall be documented to the District Ranger in a memo identifying errors in the District audit with suggestions as to how to improve District audit proficiency.

56 – Log Accountability.

56.2 – Numbering and Stamping Logs.

56.21 – Numbering.  It is necessary in only a few situations to number logs to facilitate check scaling.  Logs going directly into a mill pond or to the mill deck need not be numbered.  Logs that are 100 percent scaled in units, such as a truck load, need not be numbered if scale reports are made for each load and adequate check scales can be made by sampling a complete unit.  When scaled in the woods at the stump or for utilization scale, the logs should be numbered.
56.3 – Accounting for National Forest Logs While Scaling.  Where logs are scaled by truckload, logs will be counted and checked against the number recorded.  The scaler must make sure there is a keel, or paint stick mark on each log as the result of making predictions.  The total number of pieces accounted for on the load, plus the number of scaled logs on the load shall be written on the end log at each end of the load with blue paint. 

The scaler will mark loads to be released by painting three x’s (xxx) with blue paint on the middle of the first log of a rollway and the last log of the load to be released.
