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3.  Updates caption of section to read:  Hazardous Materials (including explosives).  Clarifies text about carrying hazardous materials on aircraft.  Dispatch must be notified when flight is scheduled if any hazardous materials are to be carried.

/s/ Jacqueline Myers for

JAMES A. CAPLAN

Acting Regional Forester

TITLE 6709.11 - HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE HANDBOOK

REGION 10 SUPPLEMENT NO. 6709.11-98-2

EFFECTIVE SEPTEMBER 25, 1998

Chapter 2 - Travel
General Policy

The following procedures shall be maintained by each unit to fulfill the Forest Service's responsibility for personnel welfare during air, boat, and foot travel involving extended trips into the field.  Effective preparation and planning for trips in Alaska are imperative in case of accident, changes in weather, breakdown of equipment, erratic radio communications, or other emergencies.

Forest/Areas are required to develop a survival training course sufficient to meet their units requirements.  Survival training will be documented for all field going personnel.  As a minimum, the employee must view the training tapes "Sea Survival" and "Shore Survival," produced by the Cooperative Extension Service, University of Alaska and the Kodiak Coast Guard.  Aviation recurrent training for all field-going personnel is required.  The frequency and extent of recurrent training shall be determined by the Forest Aviation Officer.

All employees are required to receive a safety briefing prior to each flight.

Travelers shall provide the information needed to expedite tracing and follow-up proceedings if flight is overdue.  The information shall be provided to a designated official at each unit.

2-1 - General Vehicle Travel

Regional Policy, Operators of Motor Vehicles Under 16,000 Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR):

1.  Operator must have valid state driver's license in possession.

2.  Driver must have immediate supervisor's authorization to drive, documented and on file.

3.  Operator must abide by local unit policy for necessary safe vehicle operations, road hazards, recreational use, vehicle repair, and so forth.

4.  Driver must be familiar with FSH 7109.18 - Forest Service Driver-Operator Handbook and FSH 6709.11 - Health and Safety Code Handbook, Chapter 2 - Vehicle Travel.

2-5 - Over Snow Vehicles and All-Terrain Vehicles

C.  Rules

6.  The following additional equipment shall be carried on each snow vehicle:

a.  Compass

b.  Extra flashlight batteries

c.  Two extra spark plugs and wrench

d.  Extra drive belt 

e.   Survival equipment

2-6 - Air Travel

1.  Regional Office Personnel.

a.  When traveling to or from Juneau by a major air carrier, make arrangements directly with an approved travel agent prior to travel.

b.  When traveling to or from remote locations (areas with no jet service), on the Chugach, Ketchikan, Stikine, or Chatham Areas, make arrangements with the appropriate Forest Dispatcher prior to travel.

2.  Forest/Area Personnel.

a.  When traveling to or from remote locations (areas with no jet service), reservations must be made with the Forest Dispatcher prior to travel.  Personnel must comply with provisions of FSM 5710 and FSH 5709.11 regarding administrative use of aircraft.

b.  When traveling to or from towns with major air carrier service, make reservations with an approved travel agent on your Area.

c.  When traveling on contract or charter aircraft between towns served by major air carriers, the traveler(s) must comply with the provisions of FSM 5710 and FSH 5709.11 regarding cost comparison and administrative use of aircraft.

Flight following by Forest Service approved charter or contract aircraft is done through the Area, or Forest dispatch offices.

3.  Hazardous Materials (including explosives).  May be transported in Forest Service-owned or contracted aircraft if certain procedures are followed.  The carriage of hazardous materials needs to be done in accordance with the Aviation Transport of Hazardous Material Guide.  Dispatch shall be informed of any hazardous materials to be carried when the flight is scheduled.

D.  Equipment

The Forest Service will make available high-visibility Nomex inflatable flotation devices with survival gear included for each passenger, that must be worn on all flights over water.

G.  Helicopters

Charter and contract pilots will be approved for all special use missions conducted.

Forest Service passengers in the front seat of a single-engine aircraft must wear a shoulder harness.

A Helicopter Load Calculation Form (FS-5700-17) is required for each helicopter flight.

Passenger Safety Requirements.

5.  Rotorcraft approved, protective helmets, nomex flight suits, leather or nomex gloves, and leather boots are required protective equipment for helicopter crews and personnel making flights in helicopters.  Rubber boots are optional at the individuals discretion.  Personal Flotation Devices (PFD's) with survival vests included will be worn on all flights.

2-11 - Water Travel

A.  Personnel Protection

1.  Minimum requirements for a Forest Service license are:

a.  Review and knowledge of FSH 6709.11, Chapter 2, Section 2-11; Boating Safety Manual, Forest Service Region 10, Administrative Document Number 134;  FSH 7109.18, Chapter 90.

b.  Employees must have completed Forest/Area Small Boat Operators Training session consisting of classroom instruction and a field examination, or a U.S. Coast Guard Small Boat Operator's Training Course, and a Forest Service Field Test.

c.  Boat operators must have a minimum of 10-hours experience in Alaska waters.  This experience should be under the guidance of another qualified operator, if acquired in Forest Service boats.

d.  Operator must contact each new Forest/Area entered, to obtain current information necessary for safe boat operations, hazard areas, and regulations on field or recreational use.  This may require instruction, or a familiarization trip under the direction of a qualified local boat operator.

2.  Personal Boats.  The appropriate line or staff officer in charge of the employee's unit must approve personal preference travel in personal boats to assure that normal Forest Service standards of size, type of boat, and communication/safety gear for the anticipated route are met.  These requirements are in addition to obtaining appropriate travel authorizations.

C.  Watercraft Types

1.  Manually Operated Watercraft.

a.  Sea Kayaks

(1) "Sea kayak" is defined as a kayak built for ocean travel, as opposed to white water conveyance.  Sea kayaks have an approximate length of 15 feet and may have a collapsible or rigid hull.

(2) Kayak operators, in addition to guidelines listed in 2-11 of this handbook, will participate in U.S.D.A. Forest Service training in general boating safety.  General boating safety training guidelines are listed in the Areas Boating Safety Handbooks.

(3) Kayak operators will demonstrate to their work supervisor, or other designated personnel, their competency and knowledge in the following skills:

(a) Kayak paddling and stroke skills in various water conditions (wind/waves/tidal movements).

(b) Safe shore landings and exits.

 (c) Solo and buddy system rescue.

(d) Wet exit maneuvers and towing.

(e) Maintenance and care of kayaks.

 (4) Kayak operators will travel in numbers of  two or more, with no more than one operator being classed as a novice when performing field work.

(5) Must have current basic first aid and CPR training,  including training in signs, symptoms, and treatment for hypothermia.

(6) Require the following equipment be carried in each kayak; radio, flares, life jacket, bailing pump, rescue sling, extra paddle, tow rope, repair kit, and individual first aid kit. The landing and exiting from a kayak onto a moving motorized boat is prohibited.

3.  Power Vessels 22 Feet and Over.  This includes Ranger Boats - Fleet Class 905.

Forest fleet managers must maintain a list of qualified deckhands at their Forest/Area who can assist Ranger boat operators when requested.

b.  Operator Responsibilities.  Operators shall:

(10) Ranger boat class skippers shall not hazard their vessel in shoal waters, or obstructed passages unless/until they have examined the area by (a) small boat, (b) traveling the area at least once under the guidance of a skipper who is familiar with the area.

(11) Tag and mark all valves in the engine room which explain the function of each valve.

 (12) Flammable liquids must not be stored below deck.

c.  Safety Equipment.  Standard safety equipment must include:

(10) Survival suits must be available at a designated location with ready access for all passengers on board ranger class vessels.

Training must be provided on the use of survival suits.  Survival suits are required on vessels with sleeping accommodations.

(11) Each Ranger boat shall have on board as a minimum the following materials for patching and or plugging leaks:

(a) Tapered softwood plugs properly sized and loosely fastened to the vessel close above each through-hull fitting.

(b) A list of what could be used as emergency patching material, such as canvas, blankets, mattresses, and so forth.

(12) All Ranger boats must be equipped with automatic bilge water level alarms.

(13) Persons working alone above deck on any boat shall wear a Coast Guard-approved flotation device.

d.  Operator Qualification Requirements.  The following are qualification requirements for Ranger Boat Operators:

(1)  Boat operators of Ranger Class Vessels shall have a Coast Guard Operator's License that covers over 40 feet in length, passenger capacity of six (6) or more, and under 100 gross tons on inland waterways.

(2) Operator must have 3-years experience operating 40 feet or larger vessels in southeast Alaska, and local knowledge of Forest/Area waters.

(3) Operator must be capable of routine diesel engine and electrical preventative maintenance and servicing.

