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Digest:  In order by code, summarize the main additions, revisions, or removal of direction incorporated in this supplement.
22.48g – Felling, Bucking and Limbing Techniques.  Establishes specific Regional direction to paragraphs 1 and 7 - prohibiting the use of two individuals at the stump during any tree felling operation using a chain saw.  The only exception to this would be during a formal training/certification session conducted by a “C” faller/certifier.  It also prohibits workers from being any closer than 2-1/2 tree lengths of trees being felled.
Supersedes FSH Supplement 6709.11-2007-2, without change to paragraph 9.
The direction included in this chapter has been developed through the coordinated efforts of Regions 1, 2, 3 and 4.  This coordination was initiated by the leadership of each Region under the concept of shared services. All four Regions must concur on future changes to this direction.
22 – resource management
22.4 – Forest Management

22.48g – Felling, Bucking, and Limbing Techniques

1. Observers and Spotters

b. Region 1 establishes policy of which no employee shall approach a faller closer than 2-1/2 tree lengths of trees being felled.
c. No more than one person will be permitted at the stump, during any tree felling operation using a chain saw.  The only exception to this requirement, will be during a formal training/sawyer certification session conducted by a “C” faller/certifier.  This will also require that an approved job hazard analysis (JHA) must be in place, which mitigates the dangers associated of having more than one person at the stump.  This JHA shall be reviewed, prior to conducting this training/certification session.

7. Other Workers

a. Region 1 establishes policy of not allowing any workers to get closer than 2-1/2 tree lengths of the trees being felled.

9. Bucking, Brushing, and Limbing

i. Walking on top of downed logs during limbing purposes, in order to prevent a log from rolling into the chain saw operator, will only be permitted if the chain saw operator is wearing the proper footwear, for example, caulked boots.  However on wildland fire assignments, the use of caulked boots will not be permitted, therefore walking on downed logs in this situation will also not be permitted.
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