GPNF Roads Analysis
Appendix A


Road Management Recommendation Criteria

Recommendations for road management were based on a combination of access needs, aquatic risks, and terrestrial risks.  For most combinations, current road management and/or the desired future road management strategy identified in the ATM Plan were also considered.  In general, roads with high or moderate access needs remained open.  Roads with moderate or high aquatic risks were considered for closure or decommissioning.  Roads with high terrestrial risks were considered for seasonal closures.  All road segments with the same set of criteria received the same recommendation.

Decommission (DE)

1.
Access Need = Low

Aquatic Risk = High or Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Desired Future ATM not RT

2. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = High

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Desired Future ATM not RT

3. Current ATM = DE

Desired Future ATM not RT

Narrative:  Roads recommended for decommissioning are those with low access needs and high or moderate aquatic risks, plus those with moderate access needs and high aquatic risks.  Terrestrial risks were not considered a determining factor for these roads.  Other roads with low access needs (those with low aquatic risks) were determined to be low priority for decommissioning since they were not likely to cause resource impacts.  Instead, these roads were recommended for closure and stabilization.  Recommendations for roads with moderate access needs and only moderate aquatic risks were determined based on the level of terrestrial risks, with some being closed and stabilized and some remaining open to the public, seasonally open or administratively closed depending on the current management.  No currently decommissioned roads were considered for other road management strategies (other than Roads to Trails if applicable).

Roads to Trails (RT)

1.
Access Need = Low

Aquatic Risk = High or Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Desired Future ATM = RT

2. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = High

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Desired Future ATM = RT

3. Current ATM = DE

Desired Future ATM = RT

Narrative:  Recommendations for Roads to Trails were dependent upon the roads being identified as potential candidates for additions to the Forest Trail System.  Otherwise, the criteria were the same as for decommissioning.

Close, Stabilize (CS)

1.
Access Need = Low

Aquatic Risk = Low

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM not DE or RT

2.
Access Need = Moderate


Aquatic Risk = Low or Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM = CD

Current Maintenance = 1/1 (currently Closed to all Traffic)

3.
Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = High or Moderate

Current ATM = CD or CN

4. Access Need = High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM = CD

Current Maintenance = 1/1 (currently Closed to all Traffic)

Narrative:  Roads recommended for closure and stabilization are those with low access needs and low aquatic risks. Also, roads with moderate access needs and moderate aquatic risks were recommended for this management if they were currently closing naturally.  No currently closed roads were recommended to be opened at all times, regardless of the rating for access need.  These roads could be opened as needed, then re-closed after the activity or other access need is complete.

Closed to Public, Administrative Traffic Only (CA)

1. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Low

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM = CD

Current Maintenance not 1/1 (current Administrative Closure)

2. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = Low

Current ATM = CD

Current Maintenance not 1/1 (current Administrative Closure)

3. Access Need = High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM = CD

Current Maintenance not 1/1 (current Administrative Closure)

Narrative:  Roads recommended for Administrative Closure are all currently managed that way.  No new roads were identified as Administrative Closures.  However, several roads that are currently managed as Administrative Closures were recommended for other management such as Close, Stabilize or Decommission based on low access needs and moderate or high aquatic risks.

Seasonally Open (SO), maintenance level 2/2

1. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Low

Terrestrial Risk = High

Current ATM = CN

2. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Low or Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM = SO

Current Maintenance = 2/1 or 2/2 (current Seasonal Closure)

3. Access Need = High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = High

Current ATM = CN

4. Access Need = High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM = SO

Current Maintenance = 2/1 or 2/2 (current Seasonal Closure)

Seasonally Open (SO), all other maintenance levels

1.
Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Low

Terrestrial Risk = Moderate

Current ATM = OH

Desired Future ATM = SO

2. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Low or Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = High

Current ATM = OH

3. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Low or Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM = SO

Current Maintenance = 3/3 or higher (current Seasonal Closure)

4. Access Need = High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = High

Current ATM = OH

5. Access Need = High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM = SO

Current Maintenance = 3/3 or higher (current Seasonal Closure)

6.
Current ATM = OP

Desired Future ATM = SO

Narrative:  Roads recommended to be Seasonally Open are those that are currently seasonally open with no factors that would lead to another recommendation such as low access needs and high or moderate aquatic risks.  Other roads recommended being Seasonally Open are those with high terrestrial risks and moderate to high access needs plus those with moderate terrestrial risks that had a desired future road management of Seasonally Open from the ATM Plan.  It was assumed there were other locally identified factors not included in this analysis that led to the desired future condition from the ATM plan.

Open to High-Clearance Vehicles (OH)

1. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Low

Terrestrial Risk = Low or Moderate

Current ATM = CN

2. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = Low

Current ATM = CN

3. Access Need = Moderate

Aquatic Risk = Low or Moderate

Terrestrial Risk = Low or Moderate

Current ATM = OH

Desired Future ATM not SO (not planned for Seasonal Closure)

4. Access Need = High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = Low or Moderate

Current ATM = CN

5. Access Need = High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = Low or Moderate

Current ATM = OH

Narrative:  Roads recommended as Open, High-Clearance Vehicles are those with a moderate or high access need and with no other risk factors that would lead to a different recommendation such as seasonally open, closed, or decommissioned.  All of these roads are currently managed as either open to high clearance vehicles, or closing naturally.

Open, Passenger Vehicles (OP)

1. Access Need = Moderate or High

Aquatic Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Terrestrial Risk = Low, Moderate or High

Current ATM not SO

Desired Future ATM not SO (not planned for Seasonal Closure)

Narrative:  Roads recommended for Open, Passenger Vehicles are those that are currently managed as open to passenger vehicles with high or moderate access needs no other risk factors that would lead to a different recommendation.

The following table shows a “matrix” of possible combinations of Access Needs, Aquatic Risks and Terrestrial Risks, along with the road management recommendations that were assigned to each combination.  Most of the combinations have multiple recommendations that are selected based on the current road management strategy for a particular road and/ or the desired future road management identified in the ATM Plan.  See the preceding criteria for each road management strategy for further information regarding how current or desired future management affected the selection of recommendations.

	Access Needs
	Aquatic Risks
	Terrestrial Risks
	Recommendations

	Low
	Low
	Low
	CS

	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	CS

	Low
	Low
	High
	CS

	Low
	Moderate
	Low
	DE, RT

	Low
	Moderate
	Moderate
	DE, RT

	Low
	Moderate
	High
	DE, RT

	Low
	High
	Low
	DE, RT

	Low
	High
	Moderate
	DE, RT

	Low
	High
	High
	DE, RT

	Moderate
	Low
	Low
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	Moderate
	Low
	Moderate
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	Moderate
	Low
	High
	CS, CA, SO, OP

	Moderate
	Moderate
	Low
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	Moderate
	Moderate
	Moderate
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	Moderate
	Moderate
	High
	CS, CA, SO, OP

	Moderate
	High
	Low
	DE, RT, OP

	Moderate
	High
	Moderate
	DE, RT, OP

	Moderate
	High
	High
	DE, RT, OP

	High
	Low
	Low
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	High
	Low
	Moderate
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	High
	Low
	High
	CS, CA, SO, OP

	High
	Moderate
	Low
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	High
	Moderate
	Moderate
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	High
	Moderate
	High
	CS, CA, SO, OP

	High
	High
	Low
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	High
	High
	Moderate
	CS, CA, SO, OH, OP

	High
	High
	High
	CS, CA, SO, OP
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