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Gifford Pinchot National Forest

he Gifford Pinchot National Forest, located in southwest 
Washington State, is one of  the oldest National Forests in 

the United States.  Included as part of  the Mount Rainier 
Forest Reserve in 1897, this area was set aside as the Columbia 
National Forest in 1908, and renamed the Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest in 1949.  The Forest is 1,368,300 acres in size and includes 
the 110,300-acre Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument 
established by Congress in 1982.

WTA work party hummocks trail, 
Earth Day 2007.
photo by Heather Meese.

Watersheds
Main watersheds managed: (Lower Cispus, Upper Cispus, 
Clear Fork Cowlitz, Upper Cowlitz, Middle Cowlitz, East 
Fork Lewis, Upper Lewis, Muddy, Little White Salmon, 
White Salmon, and Wind River).

Wildlife
The Gifford Pinchot National Forest is home to several 
Threatened and Endangered species including: bald eagle, 
bull trout, chinook, coho and steelhead, and northern 
spotted owl. The Forest also provides habitat for gray wolf, 
grizzly bear, and marbled murrelet. 

PartnershiPs & Volunteers
Partnership value to the Forest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,703,495
Volunteers/hours/value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,575/52,369/$988,082

Community deVeloPment
Payments to Counties (Title I, II, III) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16,373,290
    Title II Forest payments. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,003,928
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Takhlakh Lake 2008

The first documented ascent of  Mount St. Helens was in 1853, by • 
a group consisting of  Thomas Dryer, the founder of  the Oregonian 
newspaper in Portland, OR. 

The highest fire lookout in the nation was located on the summit of  Mt. • 
Adams (12,276 ft.), it was staffed from 1922-24 before a decision was 
made to abandon the lookout. 

Mt. Adams is named for John Adams the second President of  the • 
United States.  

The Dark Divide in the north central part of  the Forest is named for • 
John Dark a 19th century gold prospector and speculator, who was also 
an early settler of  the Little White Salmon valley. 

In 2007 the Wind River training center was officially placed on the • 
national register of  historic places, it has housed training sessions for 
US Forest Service employees for many years and continues to be used for 
training, meetings and special presentations. The construction of  this 
facility was completed in 1937. 

photo by John Craig



forest leadershiP
Forest Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Janine Clayton
Deputy Forest Supervisor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn Burditt
Mt. Adams District Ranger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nancy Ryke
Cowlitz Valley District Ranger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kristie Miller
Mount St. Helens NVM Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Mulder

about the Gifford PinChot national forest
Gifford Pinchot National Forest total size: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,368,300 acres
Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument (est. 1982) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110,300 acres
Ranger Districts:

Cowlitz Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 575,000 Acres
Mt. Adams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 367,000 Acres
Mount St. Helens NVM (without Congressional Mon.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 316,000 Acres

Acres of  Wilderness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180,600 
Number of  permanent/seasonal employees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .160/60
Operating budget . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20,083,084

Cultural resourCes/heritaGe assets
Prehistoric and historic archaeological sites . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,800
Historic structures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .103
Archaeological collections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,664 cubic feet of  artifacts
Archival collections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 860 cubic feet of  artifacts, documents, historic photos

reCreation
Visitors to Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,800,000
Trails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,475 miles
Number of  developed forest campgrounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44
Number of  horse camps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Number of  group camp sites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
Number of  Sno-Parks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16

reCreation fee ProGram
Total Gross Fee Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,238,204

All figures are for Fiscal Year 2008 (October 1, 
2007 - September 30, 2008) unless noted otherwise.

Gifford Pinchot National Forest
10600 NE 51st Circle, Vancouver, Washington 98682
Forest Phone Number: 360-891-5000
Forest  Internet Address: www. fs.fed.us/gpnf

roads
Total miles National Forest Roads on the Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,105
Miles open to public and drivable (including seasonal closures) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,342
Miles open to non-motorized traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,763
Miles maintained  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 697.4
Miles of  roads decommissioned   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
Miles of  road decommissioned since 1994 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 358.6
Miles constructed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0
Miles reconstructed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.7

fire
Number of  operating fire lookouts (staffed as needed) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Fuels Treatment (reduction of  naturally flammable materials). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1155 acres
Number of  employees deployed on fire, hurricane and volcanic emergencies  . . . . . . . . .286
Number of  Fires on the Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30
Number of  Fires on the Forest started by lightning/human. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19/11

ranGe allotments
Animal Unit Months  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,032
Number of  sheep grazed annually. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 head
Number of  cattle grazed annually . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 516 cow/calf  pairs
Allotments/Permittees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 / 2
Allotments size . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .188,531 acres

timber
Volume Harvested (million board feet). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.2 mmbf
Volume Sold (million board feet)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.9 mmbf
Timber Stand Improvement (thinning of  small diameter trees) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,846 acres
Reforestation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 209 acres

sPeCial forest ProduCts
Total permits sold/value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8,843 / $465,083
Christmas Tree permits sold/value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,456/$16,012
Beargrass permits sold/value  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,311 / $144,000
Boughs permits/contracts - sold/value  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 / $155,345
Firewood permits/contracts -  sold/value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1012 / $38,949
Mushroom permits sold/value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 826 /  $53,561
Salal permits sold/value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 310 / $16,950
Berry permits sold/value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 834 / $35,332
Miscellaneous permits sold/value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .86 /$4,934
Value of  Free-Use permits (products for personal use only). . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,220/$40,665

Clearing Skate Creek road 
after heavy winter snowfall, 

May 2008.


