ABOUT THE SPEAKERS


DOUG KNEELAND – History of North American Forest Commission
Doug Kneeland is currently the Chief of the Forest Communications Service in the Forestry Department of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).  Prior to working for FAO, he worked for the US Forest Service for 23 years on 4 different national forests in California and Oregon and 7 years in the International Programs office in Washington DC. Doug has had three different assignments with FAO adding up to 16 years.  His duties include serving as secretary of NAFC and the FAO Committee on Forestry (COFO), coordinating the work of the six FAO regional forestry commissions, and leading the forestry information group at FAO that produces the State of the World's Forests (SOFO), Unasylva, and the FAO forestry web site.  Doug has degrees in economics and forest management.  

STEVE MCNULTY – Atmospheric Change and Forests Working Group
Steve has B.S., and M.S. degrees in Natural Resources from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, and a Ph.D. in Natural Resources from the University of New Hampshire, Durham.  He has worked for the USDA Forest Service in 1991, and has sured as a landscape ecologist/program manager of the Southern Global Change Program Manager on the North Carolina State University campus in Raleigh North Carolina, since 1996.  Prior to joining the Southern Global Change Program, he spent five years as a research ecologist at the Coweeta Hydrologic Laboratory.  Steve research focuses on regional to continental scale environmental stress impacts on forest ecosystems. He served as a US Congressional Fellow in the 106th Congress, and he was the federal chair of the National Assessment of Climate Change Impacts on US Forests.  Steve is currently the US chair of the United States China Carbon Consortium, and he has authored or co-authored over 100 papers in the area of environmental stress impacts on forest ecosystems. 

BRAD ST. CLAIR – Forest Genetics Working Group
Brad St.Clair is a Research Geneticist and Team Leader of the Forest Genetics Team of the Pacific Northwest Research Station.  He has been involved with the Forest Genetic Resources Working Group since 2000.  His research interests are primarily concerned with trying to understand how plants are adapted to their environments and implications for management including tree improvement, restoration, gene conservation, and responses to climate change.  Species of interest include forest trees as well as grasses and forbs used in restoration projects.  Brad received his B.S. from the University of California, Berkeley (1980), his M.S. from University of Wisconsin, Madison (1984), and his Ph.D. from Oregon State University (1989). 



BEN MOODY – Insects & Diseases Working Group

Ben has been the leader of the Canadian team members on the Insect and Disease Working Group for many years and was Chair of the Working Group for a 2-year term.  He has supported and provided resources for the development of the Exotic Forest Pests Information System for North America (EXFOR), and the publication of the book on Forest Diseases of Mexico. Under NAFC, Ben has also sponsored and facilitated technology exchange and training through trilateral arrangements with Mexico and the US on forest health monitoring and management.  Along with other members of the working group, he was responsible for the formation of the NAFC Invasive Plants Working Group and the writing of its Mandate.

ROB MANGOLD – Invasive Plants Working Group
Rob has been involved in NAFC since 1998.  He has chaired the Insect and Disease Working Group twice, and now he is the current chair of the Invasive Plants working group. Rob has a Ph.D. in genetics from Oregon State University.

SIMON BRIDGE – Inventory and Monitoring Working Group
Since 2001, Simon Bridge has been a Senior Advisor with the Canadian Forest Service working on indicators of sustainable forest management (SFM).  Simon works closely with the Canadian Council of Forest Ministers to coordinate the preparation and production of Canada's national report on criteria and indicators of SFM and is also involved in the Montreal Process to develop indicators of SFM. From 2004-2006, he helped plan and lead the 12-country review of the Montreal Process criteria and indicators. Formerly, Simon was a research scientist with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, working on wildfire, landscape disturbance, and forest fragmentation issues related to forest management planning. He has a M.Sc. in Ecology, specializing in landscape vegetation patterns.  He has been a member of the Inventory and Monitoring Working Group since 2005.

AL MITCHELL – Silviculture


Al is a Research Physiologist with the Canadian Forest Service, Canadian Wood Fibre Centre, based at the Pacific Forestry Centre in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. He holds Bachelors(1974) and Masters (1985) degrees in Biology from the University of Victoria, Victoria B.C. and a Ph.D. in Forest Resources from the University of Washington, Seattle, Washington (1988). He is the Canadian Wood Fibre Centre Regional Coordinator for the Pacific and Yukon. He conducts a program of physiological research into the effects of forestry practices on tree growth and physiology. Al is Chair of the NAFC Silviculture Working Group, Chair of the British Columbia Coastal Silviculture Committee, Deputy of the IUFRO Mountain Forests Working Group and a member of the Society of American Foresters and the Canadian Institute of Forestry.

FRED BEALL – Watershed Management 
Fred is a Research Scientist in Forest Hydrology at the Great Lakes Forestry Centre in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. He has been with the Canadian Forest Service for 20 years, first as a Plant Physiologist, on which he earned his Ph.D. from the University of Calgary, and now as a Forest Hydrologist. The main focus of his research is on the hydrology and biogeochemistry of headwater catchments and is conducted primarily at the Turkey Lakes Watershed, north of Sault Ste. Marie. Research and monitoring at the Turkey Lakes Watershed has been ongoing since 1979 and his team is addressing questions about the impacts of acid rain on forested ecosystems, the effects of forest management activities, carbon cycling and sequestration and the interactions of the above with a changing climate. He first became involved with the NAFC a couple of years ago when the Watershed Management Working Group was formed.

