Survey and interviews Report
NAFC Integrated Working Groups Meeting in March

This document presents a description of cross cutting themes for collaboration as suggested during the survey and interviews conducted prior to this meeting.  In order to guide the Agenda for the NAFC Integrated Working Groups Meeting in March, the Organizing Committee collected data through an electronic survey and interviews.  The electronic survey was responded by 38 people: 10 chairs, 22 team members and 6 BOA and FAO members.  As a survey follow up the group conducted 9 interviews to a sample of Working Groups, BOA and FAO members.  
Responses to the question, what are possible cross cutting themes among Working Groups besides climate change:

1. Forest Health

2. Forest and Energy:  example: impact of oil price in the forest, more pressure to produce ethanol, bio-energy, etc. Potential use of wood as energy source.

a) Energy Sources (renewable, what will the impact be) i.e. Africa & Middle-East are cooperating together on this issue 

b) Bio-energy

3. Forest & Water Resources 

a) Restoration of watersheds

b) Ground water & storage impacts & assessments

4. Forest and Fire: 
a)  Incorporate more science in Fire Management
b)  More fire investigation and analysis

c)  Capacity training on the community level
5. Silviculture: wood quality and wood properties 

a) Silviculture is trying to find their niche in Forest Management
b)  silvilicultural systems, alternatives-regeneration, etc.  
c) Discuss how silviculture is moving into the Forestry Industry via value added products.  In Canada they recently created a wood fiber center & are moving away from commodity products.
6. Invasive species as related to globalization of markets. How invasive species or insect population change will affect forest & other natural products?  

7. Species selection & loss: 
a) Researching which species are more adaptable to climate change, etc
b) Which species are most vulnerable and could become endangered

8. Insects: populations changing rapidly
a) Could have dire consequences to ecosystems i.e. mosquitoes 
9. Genetic Erosion – Lost of genetic resources. 

10. Forest Management practices

11. Forest Health 
12. Information Systems 
13. International Cooperation for Natural Emergencies
a) Droughts, hurricanes 
14. Inventory and Monitoring working group could work with all the different working groups to develop data bases and atlas in regards to insects outbreaks, fires and forest management etc.

a) Develop base line data    

b) Border alert: Cooperation between USA & Mexico

Responses to the question: what are some cross-cutting themes related to Climate Change?:

1. Adaptation of Forests to climate change 

a) What is the response of species and population to those changes?

b) Would impact be similar in the three countries or different?

2. The role forests play in Mitigation 

a) Quantitative Measures for impact of mitigation.

3. The latest in climate change, maybe bring a speaker.
4. Making the link that most projects have to deal with climate change: i.e. bark beetle outbreak is a consequence of climate change, etc.  

5. Modelos de predicción para riesgos de infestación por plagas y enfermedades.
6. Some research is now taking place using genomics tools, how could this help the Genetics WG and others?

7. Building of a North American data base for all three countries for such things as insect outbreaks, fire data etc.  This could cross all working group boundaries.

8. Conservation with respect to common grounds across WGs

9. Ground water storage, places will get wetter/dryer, how can they mitigate the impact or restore the water resources

10. Maybe implement Ecosystem services? Offsets? In the US, there are water rights, what about Mexico & Canada? 

11. Identification & investigation of fire regimen and how it might change

12. Community training & how to finance activities/training that will be needed

13. Impact of wildfires in climate change and impact of climate change in fire, insects, diseases.
14. Climate change group is very interested in Fire issues (getting out of control) and insects (population moving rapidly)
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