XXIV Session of the North American Forestry Commission

Report of the Watershed Management Working Group

Mission and Objectives

The mission of the Watershed Management Working Group is to promote sound management of watersheds by sharing methodologies, experiences and information and by stimulating collaboration and scientific exchange among the three countries. With increasing demands on watersheds and increasing populations, there is a concern over how to sustain forested watersheds.  The Watershed Management Working Group brings together representatives from the three countries to protect and better manage watersheds in North America and address threats to these resources.

The Watershed Management Working Group, under the direction of the North American Forest Commission (NAFC), will:

1.
Identify areas of scientific and technical collaboration among all three countries by:

i) initiating and communicating joint activities of the Working Group;

ii) exchanging information and tools to enhance watershed management in the three countries; 

iii) exploring and creating linkages with other working groups of the North American Forest Commission, with other regional commissions of the FAO, and other bodies concerned with watershed management; and,

iv) exchanging data and data collection methods and protocols to allow data aggregation at larger scales. 

2. Promote the importance of sound watershed management to the water and forest resource managers, policy and decision makers and the public.
Activities since XXIII Session

The initial meeting of the Watershed Management Working group was held in Guadalajara, Mexico Feb. 9-10, 2006. At that meeting, a charter for the WG was developed, which was subsequently approved by the BOA in May, 2007. The WG has been slow to develop the necessary momentum but that is changing rapidly. The previous Chair of the WG (F. Beall) has participated in a number of BOA conference calls and meetings. The country chairs of the WG met as part of the integrated working group meeting in Ballston, VA in March, 2008 and developed a workplan for the coming year.

Activities for 2008-2009

Immediate activities are expanding the membership of the WG, compiling materials for the NAFC website and planning an upcoming workshop. The workshop is planned for Sept 1-5, 2008 in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. The tentative purpose for the workshop is to identify areas for future collaboration among the 3 countries, set priorities, and establish a timeline for their completion.

