North American Forestry Commission

Silviculture Working Group Progress 2005-2008

Executive Summary

Activities of the group over the last two years have focused on building our membership and defining our terms of reference and mission. Terms of reference of the group were expanded from tropical silviculture alone to include temperate forest silviculture to foster Canadian and US participation in the group. Our mission statement was revised to make it more responsive to recent trends in international forestry: To develop and disseminate knowledge and technology on silviculture strategies and practices for North American Forests to improve the quality of human life.

In 2008 the Silviculture Working Group met during the Integrated Working Group Meeting in Ballston, VA, in March and decided to put all our efforts into supporting the Industry Diversification and Competitiveness Theme. The Group will focus on increasing forest values through silviculture.

Activity Summary

2006 - 2008:

Activities for the next biennium will focus on building the profile of the Silviculture Working Group and the NAFC. This will be done through organizing a Workshop in Mexico to publicize the work of the WG and highlight the potential of silviculture to increase the value of forest commodities now and in the future. In addition we plan to update the Web Site to include pertinent information on the issues and challenges facing silviculture in North America both now and in the future. 

We will also explore the possibility of starting an international project linking long term silviculture research sites in Canada, the USA and Mexico to increase the accessibility of knowledge and facilitate its input into the policy process. 
2005 - 2006:

Our mission statement was revised to make it more responsive to recent trends in international forestry: To develop and disseminate knowledge and technology on silviculture strategies and practices for North American Forests to improve the quality of human life. 
With the addition of three new members, a scoping session was undertaken to explore possible future collaborative projects and deliverables. The following opportunities were identified and work is in progress: 
Status of Deliverables:

2005-2006

Mission Statement Review – statement complete

Scoping Session – issue identification complete

Membership Solicitation – recruitment on-going
2006-2007

Silviculture and Forest Values –outline complete 

Updating Web Information – Website update complete

Linking Long Term Research Sites - incomplete

2007-2008

Integrated Working Group Meeting – WG meeting complete

Forest Sector Competitiveness and Diversification – proposal complete

Detailed Report on Activities (2006-2008)

Mission statement revision
To develop and disseminate knowledge and technology on silviculture strategies and practices for North American Forests to improve the quality of human life.

Web site update

· Current members and new mission statement

· Background and history of the group

· Links (e.g. SAF, ISTF, CFS, USDA Forest Service, CONAFOR)

Discussion of common issues (not a statement of priority) 

· Economic profitability and competitiveness

· Climate change (growth and yield)

· Silviculture systems (growth and yield)

· Ecosystem services (water, wildlife habitat, carbon sequestration, biodiversity)

· Functional restoration (soil changes, invasion of species, forest structure, fire)

· Forest conservation (genes)

· Risk analysis (economic, ecological, sociological)

· “Science” based management (decision process)

· Forests for people (managing forests for multiple values)

· Role of the Forest as a source of energy 

· Issues in montane forest silviculture

· Plantation silviculture (productivity, commercialization, restoration) 

· Uneven age management in natural forests

· Silviculture impacts on non timber forest products

Proposed Activities (2007-2008)
Workshop on the Evolution of Mexican silviculture and future directions (2007/08)

Working Group: Eladio, Miguel, Antonio

Possible Topics

· Defining silvicultural systems for different ecotypes or regions

· Historic perspectives through time – development of tools and methods

· Elements of the silvicultural process (growing stock, species selection, planting/natural regeneration, etc.)

· Policy evolution and implications

Publicising the Web Site

· Forest consultants

· Professors and researchers

· Extension agents

· Forestry students

· Union of ejidos and comunidades

· Private owners

· Industry

Statement of SWG common issues and scope

Working group: all (Chair; Marilyn Buford)

Proposed elements

· Forests as strategic assets to meet all three nations goals

· Role of silviculture in responding to common issues

· Interface with other working groups

