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Insect and disease Working Group MISSION
The Forest Insect and Disease Working Group seek to promote the maintenance and improvement of tree and forest health in North American forests through international cooperation that supports forest health initiatives for the benefit of member countries and future generations.


Objectives:
· Promote the development, improvement, and transfer of technology related to the management of insects & diseases affecting Forest Health.

· Collect, exchange and disseminate information and technology relevant to the management of insects & diseases.

· Act as a technical advisory body to the North American Plant Protection Organization & to urge NAPPO to deal with issues and provide technical support.

· Advise and report to the NAFC on progress & challenges in carrying out the objectives and activities.
Activities 2006-2008
Two Annual Meetings were held jointly with the newly formed Invasive Plants Working Group:
Joint Meeting of the Insect & Disease (40th) and Invasive Plants (1st) Working Groups held   October 2006 in Fredericton, New Brunswick

Theme: Biological control of insects, diseases, and weeds – The Way Forward

Tour of research laboratories at the Atlantic Forestry Center: virus lab, wind tunnel, disease and insect identification lab, and a herbicide/vegetation management field test.

No Meeting was held in 2007.  Instead, a one-day Joint Meeting of the Insect & Disease (41st), and Invasive Plants (2nd) WGs was held at the end of the NAFC Integrated Working Groups Meeting, in Washington DC, February 6-7, 2008.

The Theme was: Managing Invasive Plants/Insects & Diseases in an Era of Climate Change

I&DWG Achievements includes:  
· Publication of the book: Forest Diseases of Mexico (2007), 585 pages in Spanish & English; 
· Journal publications – Tkacz, B.M., Moody, B, Villa Castillo, J., 2007. Forest Health Status in North America. The Scientific World Journal 7 (S1) 28-36.

Tkacz, B. et al., Forest health conditions in North America, Environ. Pollut. (2008, in press)
· Development of a Charter for the Invasive Plants WG.
Technical exchanges: 
· US experts travel to Mexico to support Forest Health Monitoring for Ips confusus in Baja, Mexico. 

· US/Mexico Aerial survey collaboration 

· Erythrina gall wasp – US/Mexico collaborate  biological control on this pest in Mexico.
· Mexico/Canada - toured Dwarf Mistletoe Management activities in Canada.

· Collaboration between US and Canada on exotic pests: - including Brown Spruce Longhorn Beetle in Halifax,  Sirex wasp on pines, Asian Long-Horned Beetle, Emerald Ash Borer, and Sudden Oak Death

I&DWG Current Focus /Work Plan 2008-2010 includes:
· Distribution of “Forest Diseases of Mexico” published in 2007

· Exotic Forest Pest Information system for North America (EXFOR) – 150 records and “mini” pest risk assessments. Review and evaluate incoming pest records.  Translate priority pest records into Spanish and French, www.spfnic.fs.fed.us/exfor/

· Work on increased functionality (pest distribution mapping, spread – GPS locations, model reviews, etc.) is currently being developed for EXFOR
· Review Proposal for a Book on Bark Beetles

· Develop North American Risk Map of forest areas at risk to mortality from insects and pathogens.

· Research/Technical Exchanges – proposals/requests are to be submitted.
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Invasive Plants Working Group
 CHARTER approved 2006

 Mission

 The Invasive Plants Working Group seeks to promote projects and collaborations that mitigate the impacts of invasive plants on forest health for the mutual benefit of member countries.

 A plant is invasive if:

 1. It is not native to the ecosystem under consideration.

 2. Its introduction causes or is likely to cause harm to the economy, environment, or to human health.

Objectives

 1.  To promote the collection and dissemination of information, create awareness, and foster technology exchange relevant to the management of invasive plants in forested and associated lands.

 2.  To communicate and coordinate with existing international and regional organization dealing with invasive plants.

 3.  To advise and report to the NAFC on progress and challenges in carrying out the objectives and activities.
Invasive Plants Working Group Work Plan 2008-2010
 Short term goals:

  1. Develop a list of high priority invasive species

  2. Develop an Early Detection/Rapid Response pilot for each member country

  3. Develop a rapid response measures for dealing with each of the high-priority invasive species
Mid-term goals:
· Examine import / export regulations for live plants

· Evaluate biocontrol information with special attention to new quarantine agencies release guidelines

· Explore opportunities and identify partners to provide trained taxonomists to meet priority need within each country

· Develop a concept paper that shares techniques on how to make the best use of public citizen in detection monitoring and control of invasive plants in forest systems
Invasive Plants Working Group – Future Status??
· At the Integrated Working Groups Meeting in Washington D.C. Feb 2008 it was suggested that it might be best if the Invasive Plants WG join with the Insect & Disease WG to form the Insect, Disease, and Invasive Plants Working Group.

· This was due to lack of Invasive Plants membership, and its initial members were also members of the Insect & Disease WG.

· The BOA is to recommend to the Commission, merging of the Invasive Plants and the Insect & Disease Working Groups to form the Insects, Diseases, and Invasive Plants Working Group.
Prepared by:  Ben Moody, Canadian Forest Service.   
