Forest Sector competitiveness and diversification THEME
North American Forest Commission

Integrated Working Groups Meeting 

March 3 to 7, 2008

Washington, DC.

Working Group representation 
Silviculture, Inventory and Monitoring, Atmospheric Change, FAO, BOA
Members:

Pete Lahm, Doug Kneeland, Al Mitchell, Margaret Devall, Martin Mendoza, Rick Scott, Marilyn Buford, John Shaw, and Eladio Cornejo-Oviedo 

Outcomes:
· Sufficient working forest lands are sustained.
· The North American forest sector is competitive.
· Forest outputs and services are diversified.
· Current and future societal demands are met.
Proposed Activities:

1. Define sufficient and measurement criteria

2. Revision of silvicultural systems to meet diversified outcomes

3. Define working forest

4. Define terms

5. Bioenergy in North America and impact on forests and sector

6. North America forestry sector outlook study

7. Define competitiveness forest sector, diversification

8. Define sustainability and what is sufficient working forest lands
9. Assessment of regions competitiveness

10. Identify and prioritize good, service, and demands

11. Start educational program for landowners and industry on managing for new outputs

12. Identifying the valuation system and needs (literature review), include non-market

13. Evaluation payment for ecological services schemes

14. Identify and recruit additional team members

15. Change forest products working group to new forest products and economics working group
16. Identify current societal demands

17. Separate areas of sector of noncompetitiveness into areas any intervention can make a difference

18. Recognized regional variation in goods and service

19. Project future demands

20. SWOT

21. Identify fiber characteristics unique to North America

22. Inform for managers of possible outcomes and service
23. Model interactions between forest products, services, and competitive substitutions

24. Identify research themes

25. Define sustainability indicators of the North American Forest Sector
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