North American Forest Commission

Meeting of the Bureau of Alternates

Conference Call
June 25, 2007
10 am – 11:30 pm EST
10:00 am


1.  Welcome and Introductions (Val Mezainis)
2.  Review of Agenda

10:05 – 10:50


3. Follow-up Action Items to San Francisco
· Each country will identify areas of cooperation that we would like Forest Products Working Group to undertake if to continue.


· Ad hoc Working Group on Partnership on Education( Each country to provide 1 name from academia and 1 member from Forest Service for Ad hoc Working Group on Partnership on Education  (lead: Canada)





· Each country will provide for Watershed Management Working Group ( 

· Each country will provide an author to help draft technical paper on forest and energy (lead: Mexico)


Countries will provide us with a list of invitees


· Each country will provide a name of an economist to help FAO on paper on changing markets and products; Doug Kneeland will provide outline.





· US will find out status of Invasive Plants Working Group.



· Rick Scott and Liza Paqueo will find out updates on membership, upcoming meetings and status of Working Groups.

10:50 – 11:00


4. Joint Working Groups/BOA Meeting


11:00 – 11:10


5.  Other updates 

· International Wildland Fire Conference updates 


· FAO Business

11:10 – 11:20 


6. 2008 NAFC Meeting in Puerto Rico – Updates


11:20 – 11:30


7.  Other BOA Business and Next BOA meeting

Canada feels that since there have been no deliverables from this Working Group, that it should disband.�


Mexico has agreed to take the lead in re-invigorating this Working Group and will formulate terms of reference and circulate to BOA by July 9.  ��Also It suggests the following foci:


Trade of wood and non-wood products


Promotion of new products/technology


Promotion/assessment of competitiveness��Comments from US: Cellulosic ethanol and nanotechnology can be carried out under promotion of new products or biofuels; however, it will be difficult to get trade data on wood and non-wood products because data is stored with US Trade Representative and Department of Commerce and not with Forest Service.�


US has suggested the following areas of cooperation:


Non-residential construction


Cellulosic ethanol


Nanotechnology�


US suggests World Nieh from Forest Products Laboratory to join this Working Group.�


FAO suggests that the Forests and Energy technical paper (see item 4) can be linked to the Forest Products Working Group and have it as one of its deliverables.





Canada would like to get the contact information of participants to this Working Group.  Bill Singleton and Hosny El-Lakany will be the representatives from Canada.


Mexico: Alfredo Mayen , Hugo Ramirez


US: Perry Brown, Rick Scott


FAO: Eva Mueller





Mexico: Victor Sosa


Canada: Patrick O’Neill


US: World Nieh


Mexico explains that the main foci of the paper are bio-energy and use of fuelwood on a residential and commercial scale.


Canada would like to also explore how using forests as a source of energy impacts its sustainability.





FAO would like to encourage national organizations and NGO’s to participate as part of their countries’ delegation.  Multilateral and international organizations, defined as organizations with at least three countries represented on their board of directors, would be invited by FAO. FAO sends out invitations, and host country follows up with invitees. 


Canada would like to invite a participant from the ad hoc Working Group on Partnership on Education


Mexico will send US its invite list


Ariel Lugo with the US Forest Service’s International Institute of Tropical Forestry has invited NGO partners.  US will share this invite list.


Doug Kneeland will let US know who will be chairing the Near East Forest Commission and explore possibility of inviting someone from that Commission.


Sub-regional chairs of Latin America and Caribbean Forest Commission will be invited.





As agreed by the Bureau of Alternates, each country focal point will prepare a country outlook paper that will be consolidated by FAO into a regional summary that will be reviewed at the NAFC meeting in June 2008.  The regional summary will be the basis of a chapter on North America in the State of the World’s Forests 2009 (SOFO 2009).





The “North America outlook study team” will include:


Marco Boscolo, FAO Forestry Department � HYPERLINK "mailto:marco.boscolo@fao.org" ��marco.boscolo@fao.org�


Rich Guldin, US Forest Service � HYPERLINK "mailto:rguldin@fs.fed.us" ��rguldin@fs.fed.us�


Luis Miguel Casas de la Peña, CONAFOR � HYPERLINK "mailto:lcasas@conafor.gob.mx" ��lcasas@conafor.gob.mx�


Patrick O’Neill, Canadian Forest Service PONeill@NRCan.gc.ca





The tentative time schedule (subject to agreement by the study team) is:


Country studies: 1 November 2007


First draft regional summary: 1 February 2008


Finalize regional SOFO summary: 1 April 2008 





Each country feels that participation to this group will depends on the mandate.  


The US would like this group to explore:


Valuation of water, including quality and quantity


Policies on how water is managed on different scales in the different countries


Mechanisms for getting communities involved; models that have worked





US will email guidance on mandate to the rest of the BOA for comment. 








US will continue to follow up with specific Working Groups on funding requests.  US would like to encourage requesting Working Groups to provide details to Margee Haines within the next month to secure funds.





Rob Mangold, US Forest Service and Chair of the Invasive Plants Working Group, has stated that there is a 90% overlap in participants between this group and the Insect and Diseases Working Group.  BOA has decided that these groups should be separate with separate mandates.  Margee Haines will ask Rob Mangold for an updated membership list.





Rick Scott and Liza Paqueo have received updates from working groups except for Forest Products, Invasive Plants, and Watershed Management Working Groups.  Liza Paqueo will post updates within the next month and send email out to Commission on posting.





Since there has been no consensus on a date for the Joint Working Group Meeting, the US suggests having the meeting the week of March 4, 2008.  Canada will let the US know if the date is viable; otherwise FAO and Mexico have agreed on said date.  








Margee Haines gave a brief update on the successful Fire Conference in Sevilla, Spain.





The deadline for submission of reports and papers for the 2008 NAFC meeting in Puerto Rico is April 1.  This date will allow enough time for the reports and papers to be translated.





2008 NAFC website and registration will be completed by October 2007.  The registration will only be for the meeting.  Each participant is responsible for making his/her own hotel and airline reservations.





Doug Kneeland and the US will work together on drafting an agenda and timetable that will be circulated among the BOA for comment.�





The next BOA meeting will be held during the week of March 4, 2008.  The US will set up a conference call for the end of October.








