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Congratulations Tom Buchta! Tom Buchta, Region 4 Locatable Mineral Planning Specialist, was 
recently selected and accepted the position of WO Abandoned Mine Land Program Manager. 
 Tom graduated from Stephen F. Austin State University in 1977, with a Bachelor of Science in 
forestry and an emphasis in forest soils. After working as a forester in Louisiana and a soil 
scientist on the Dixie NF, he accepted a minerals position on the Cobalt RD of the Salmon NF in 
1980. In 1988, he became the Forest Minerals Program Leader, and in 1992, moved to the 
Intermountain Regional Office as a Locatable Mineral Planning Specialist. 
 Tom has worked with small- and large-scale hardrock exploration and mining proposals, 
including underground, open-pit and placer mining operations. He has been project coordinator 
for environmental impact statements for the Blackbird Copper/Cobalt Mine, Beartrack Gold 
Project and a supplemental EIS for the Thompson Creek Molybdenum Mine, as well as countless 
categorical exclusions and environmental assessments. In 1991, he completed the initial 
Preliminary Assessment/Site Investigation and draft litigation report for the Blackbird Mine and 
continues to support the ECAP/AML program through his membership and participation in the 
Regional Environmental Response and Restoration Committee. He participated in efforts to revise 
the 36 CFR 228A regulations and has helped to develop locatable mineral and hazmat program 
policy and guidance at the regional and national levels. 
 In his position as WO Abandoned Mine Land Program Manager, Tom plans to have the 
support of people working in the ECAP/AML program, as well as those in the hardrock program 
responsible for reclamation of active mineral projects. He welcomes suggestions for how the 
program can better function. He also welcomes offers to help develop program guidance and 
direction. Welcome to the WO staff, Tom. 
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Congratulations Dave & Pete! Dave Herron, Ashley NF geologist and Pete Peters, Salmon-
Challis NF geologist are co-authors of a paper that was selected for oral presentation at the 
Geological Society of America Rocky Mountain/Cordilleran Sections Meeting on May 3, 2004 in 
Boise, Idaho. The paper, principally authored by Dr. L. DeWayne Cecil, USGS, is entitled Ice-core 
research in a cave environment in the Salmon-Challis National Forest, Idaho. It will be presented 
in the topical session: Recent Advances and Discoveries in Quaternary Geology and 
Geomorphology from the West Coast to the Front Range. You can view the Technical Program 
Schedule for the Rocky Mountain/Cordilleran Sections Meeting at the following website: 
http://gsa.confex.com/gsa/2004RM/finalprogram/. (Submitted by Pete Peters, Salmon-Challis NF) 
 
NMTO has a new name! As of March, the National Minerals Training Office now has a new 
name – Geology and Minerals Training Office (GMTO). This represents a paradigm shift for 
Minerals and Geology Management, which has traditionally emphasized minerals management 
over geology management. Congratulations, GMTO! (Submitted by Jim Gauthier-Warinner, WO) 
 
USFS Topical Session at GSA: A proposed topical session entitled Geology in the National 
Forests: Stewardship, Education, and Research has been accepted by the Geological Society of 
America for its 2004 national meeting to be held November 7-10, 2004 in Denver, CO. Topical 
sessions include a combination of invited and volunteered papers and are designed to promote 
the exchange of timely state-of-the-art interdisciplinary information that bear on a specific topic, 
thus providing us a good forum to showcase the extremely rich and diverse array of geologic 
resources on National Forest lands, as well as our Geologic Resources Program. 
 The list of approved topical sessions will be widely distributed to geology departments, 
scientific societies, and a "Call for Papers" will appear in the April/May and June issues of GSA 
Today and on the GSA Web site at http://www.geosociety.org/meetings/2004/. Abstract deadline 
is July 13, 2004. In addition, session advocates Joe Gurrieri, Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF, Andy 
Rorick, NRIS Terra, and Jim Gauthier-Warinner, WO MGM, will formally invite four speakers and 
are currently soliciting volunteered contributions through the Regional Geologists and this issue 
of Diggin Deep.  
 A topical session must have enough papers for a half-day session, usually a minimum of 12–
16 abstracts, or it will be cancelled. So encourage geologists you know who are working on 
projects on NFS lands that fit the theme of the topical session to submit volunteered abstracts. If 
you are engaged in a project that fits the theme of the topical session, we encourage you too to 
submit a volunteered abstract for the session. Please help us make this topical session a success. 
(Submitted by Joe Gurrieri, Beaverhead-Deerlodge NF) 
 
Geologic maps available on the Web: The National Geologic Map Database's  Geologic Map 
Image Library is now available on the Web at http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/. This Image Library serves 
high-resolution images of bedrock and surficial geologic maps, providing users with an easy way 
to view and study the familiar, printed geologic map. 
 There are currently about 1000 geologic maps now available for viewing – mostly USGS 100K 
and some 24K maps; however, maps continue to be scanned and linked to map images on other 
servers to build this collection.  
Tom Berg and Dave Soller, USGS, recently asked all state geological surveys to participate. You 
can email comments and suggestions on the layout and contents of the site to Dave at 
drsoller@usgs.gov. (Submitted by Andy Rorick, NRIS) 
 
New Organic Geochemistry Data Base: The USGS recently released a new web site featuring 
an organic geochemistry database containing over 65,000 records from over 18,000 world-wide 
locations. The Organic Geochemistry Data Base (OGDB) contains chemical analysis data for crude 
oil, natural gas, and rock samples. This information is used by the USGS for domestic and 
worldwide energy resource assessments based on the petroleum systems model (source rock – 
reservoir rock relation). USGS scientists have used these data to develop an understanding of 
physical and geochemical processes and as a tool to assess oil and gas potential for petroleum 
systems in national and international settings. The OGDB can be used by Federal, State, and local 
agencies involved in oil and gas production, oil and gas assessments, public safety, and 



 
3 
 

environmental concerns. You can link to it at http://energy.cr.usgs.gov/other/oglab/ogindex.htm.  
More information about the database can be obtained from Brenda Pierce, USGS in Reston, VA, 
at 703-648-6421. (Submitted by Jim Gauthier-Warinner, WO) 
 
Browse Thousands of USGS Maps Online: The USGS announces the release of the USGS 
Store, its online map catalog. The USGS Store will provide online ordering access to all published 
products distributed by the USGS. The catalog is online at http://store.usgs.gov. 
 The new USGS Store is a full online catalog of products that initially presents thumbnail 
images of all 7.5-minute topographic maps along with larger images of other selected maps. 
Many of the products will also have detailed descriptions available. All USGS published products 
(maps, books, general interest publications, etc.) will be available from the store. In addition to 
USGS products, the Catalog carries the products of other agencies that are available from the 
USGS, i.e. USFS maps of National Forests, historic maps from the Library of Congress, and BLM 
maps. 
 Ordering options enable users to charge to an account, a project number, or a credit card. 
The site also enables customers to check their order status and receive email confirmations.   
 The USGS Store will replace Earth Explorer and MapFinder for the searching and ordering of 
maps. A notice and a link to the USGS Store will be posted on both sites to inform users of the 
change in map ordering. The products can also be ordered from a network of authorized USGS 
retailers. A listing of these retailers by State is available on the Store web page and also at 
http://mapping.usgs.gov/www/partners/bpmain.html. (Submitted by Jim Gauthier-Warinner, WO) 
 
New Web Site for Biogeoscience: The emerging field of biogeoscience will soon have a new 
home on the World Wide Web. In January 2004, the Geological Society of America was awarded 
a grant from the National Science Foundation to develop and maintain a web site dedicated to 
furthering this rapidly evolving scientific discipline.  
 The web site, due to launch in late spring of 2004, will have a fundamental role in defining 
and recording the development of biogeoscience and will be a focal point for information and 
discussion, as well as a resource clearinghouse. Content will include articles addressing growth 
and changes in the field, reports on leading research, and information on upcoming meetings, 
conferences, and programs. It is anticipated that funding agencies, program managers, and 
scientific societies will regularly submit material. The site is expected to attract a diverse 
audience of scientists, students, teachers, and media personnel, as well as interested individuals 
from the general public. 
 Those interested are encouraged to sign up to receive periodic electronic updates on the 
progress of the Biogeoscience Web site. All inquires should be directed to Jay Chapman 
(jchapman@geosociety.org), GSA Biogeoscience Web Site Coordinator. (Submitted by Andy 
Rorick, NRIS) 
 
Call for papers: There is a call for papers for Advancing the Fundamental Sciences – A 
Conference for Forest Service Physical Scientists to be held October 18-24 in San Diego, CA. You 
can get to it at http://www.stream.fs.fed.us/EarthScience/NationalConference.html. In the Call 
for Papers you should be able to get all the information you need about the conference theme, 
objectives, and topics. The abstract deadline is April 30, 2004. Forest Service geologists are 
encouraged to submit abstracts. Courtney Cloyd, Region 6 geologist, and Mike Linden, Region 3 
geologist, are on the conference committee and should be able to answer most of your 
questions. You can email Courtney at jcloyd@fs.fed.us or Mike at mlinden@fs.fed.us. 
 If you know of any retired Forest Service geologists who might be interested in this 
conference, email their names and any contact information you have for them to Steve Glasser, 
Water Rights & Uses Program Manager, at sglasser@fs.fed.us. He will follow up by extending 
them an invitation to attend the conference. (Submitted by Jim Gauthier-Warinner, WO) 
 
MINEXPO International 2004: The quadrennial international mining exposition sponsored by 
the American Mining Association will be held this year in Las Vegas, Nevada from September 27-
30. The WO is sponsoring a display and booth to showcase Forest Service Minerals Programs to a 
world-wide audience. We will be one of literally hundreds of exhibitors from throughout the 
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world. The booth will be staffed by volunteers from the Regions. If you are interested in 
participating in this unique opportunity to showcase the entire spectrum of USFS mineral-related 
activities (mineral and AML inventories, mine construction, operation, closure, reclamation and 
remediation, etc.), please contact Pete Peters at ppeters01@fs.fed.us for further information. We 
have a list of volunteers started. Also, please be thinking of showcase operations and brochures 
that you would like to have included in the USFS exhibit. (Submitted by Pete Peters, Salmon-
Challis NF) 
 
Paleontological Resources Management Update: In March 2004, the Office of General Counsel 
(OGC) completed its review of the draft rulemaking for management of paleontological resources 
on NFS lands. The OGC revised the preamble and inserted interpretations of the proposed rule 
that would severely limit Forest Service current management policies of paleontological 
resources. Therefore, the proposed rulemaking has been withdrawn, and it will be announced in 
the Spring 2004 Semi-annual Regulatory Agenda.  The MGM staff will be reviewing options for 
management of the program under the current regulations and will document this is in a letter to 
the Regional Foresters. (Submitted by Lucia Kuizon, WO) 
 
National Landslide Hazard Mitigation Strategy: The Committee on the Review of the 
National Landslide Hazards Mitigation Strategy, Board on Earth Sciences & Resources of the 
National Research Council has issued its final report, Partnerships For Reducing Landslide Risk: 
Assessment of the National Landslide Hazards Mitigation Strategy, endorsing the Strategy defined 
in USGS Circular 1244. According to Jerry Degraff, Sierra NF geologist and agency representative 
involved in development of the Strategy, Chapters 7 and 8 of the Committee’s review are of 
particular interest from a future funding and cooperative program standpoint. 
 In its review, the Committee said the following about the Forest Service: “The USFS has an 
important role in addressing landslide hazards within federal forest lands. USFS geologists and 
engineers have extensive landslide expertise, particularly with the application of low-cost 
mitigation solutions along USFS access roads that are often located in unstable, mountainous 
regions. They have had a long tradition of conducting basic research on landslide mechanisms 
and the environmental consequences of landsliding associated with forest practices (e.g., Sidle et 
al, 1984). Increased landsliding mapping and research activity by the USGS on forested lands 
would contribute to the continued debate about how to minimize landslide occurrence.” 
 The report, a 144-page book, can be reviewed or obtained through the National Academies 
Press at http://books.nap.edu/catalog/10946.html.  (Submitted by Jerome V. DeGraff, Sierra NF) 
 
The Buckhorn Mine: The Kinross Gold/Crown Resources merger will probably be finalized in 
April. When that happens, Crown Resources will continue as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Kinross 
Gold; therefore, the Buckhorn Mt. project will remain a Crown Resource's project. 
 The Okanogan NF recently received an amended plan of operations for Buckhorn Mt. from 
Crown Resources. The amended plan proposes to haul ore from the mine 47 miles to Echo Bay 
Mineral's existing Kettle River processing facility (also owned by Kinross Gold). The amended plan 
will actually increase the acreage of disturbance on USFS lands because of proposed new and 
reconstructed roads. The proposed mining method is unchanged, except that backfill materials 
will be backhauled from a private site along the mine-to-mill route. Because of the new types and 
locations of predicted impacts, the agencies will have to scope the project for a supplementary 
EIS.   
 The patent application for approximately 160 acres of lode claims, including most of the 
proposed mine site, may be signed within a week or two. This could change the types of FS 
permits required, but the Forest still expects to be substantially involved in the supplementary 
EIS process. (Submitted by Rod Lentz, Colville-Okanogan NFs) 
 
Ground Water News: The initial draft Ground Water Management Technical Guide, originally 
referred to as a Handbook, will be available this week for Regional and field review. This 
culminates a three-year effort by an interdisciplinary team of ground-water specialists from the 
Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Geological Survey, and Environmental 
Protection Agency. Concurrently out for review is the final draft Forest Service Ground Water 
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Management Manual 2843. Nearing completion is a compendium of state ground water laws, 
regulations, and case law. Also nearing completion is the draft Ground-Water Resources 
Inventory and Monitoring Technical Guide. (Submitted by Jim Gauthier-Warinner, WO) 
 
Chief’s Statement on Minerals and Geology: In February, the Chief issued a memorandum to 
Regional Foresters and Washington Office Staff Directors to solicit their support for the Minerals 
& Geology Management Program. In it he reemphasized the President’s National Energy Policy, 
the Forest Service Energy Implementation Plan, and the fourth goal of the Forest Service 
Strategic Plan calling for the Agency’s commitment to “help meet energy resource needs”. 
 He also informed Regional Foresters and WO Staff Directors that he signed a formal 
agreement with BLM Director Kathleen Clark, committing to sustainable development of mineral 
resources, and thus endorsing the Plan of Implementation addressing mining, minerals, and 
metals resulting from the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development. 
 Finally, he endorsed the 1995 Forest Service Minerals Program Policy statement based on the 
Mining and Minerals Policy Act of 1970 and stated that minerals and geology resources is an 
integral part of our multiple use mandate for National Forests and Grasslands. (Submitted by 
Mike Burnside, WO) 


